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EDITORS PREFACE. 



T 



HE fchoolmen had formerly a very exaft way 
of computing the abilities of their faints or authors. 
Efcobar, for inftance, was faid to have learning as 
five, genius as four, and gravity as feven. Caramuel 
was greater than he : his learning was as eight, his 
genius as fix, and his gravity as thirteen. Were I to 
eftimate the merits of our Chinefe philofopher by the 
fame fcale, I would not hefitate to Hate his genius 
ftill higher; but as to his learning and gravity, thefe, 
I think, might fafely be marked as nine hundred x and 
ninety-nine, within one degree of abfolute frigidity. 
Yet, upon his firft appearance here, many were angry 
not to find him as ignorant as a Tripoline ambaflador, 
or an envoy from Mujac. They were furprifed to 
find a man born fo far from London, that fchool of 
prudence and wifdom, endued even with a moderate 
capacity. They expreifed the fame furprife at his know- 
ledge, that the Chinefe do at ours. " How comes 
it (faid they, ) that the Europeans, fo remote from China 
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ii PREFACE. 

think with fo much juftice and precifion! they havo 
never read our books, they fcarcely know even our 
letters, and yet they talk and reafon juft as we do."* 
The truth is, the Chinefe and we are pretty much 
alike. Different degrees of refinement, and not of 
diitance, mark the diftin&ions among mankind. Sa- 
vages of the molt oppofite climates have all but one 
character of improvidence and rapacity; and tutored 
nations, however feparate, make ufe of the very fame 
methods to procure refined enjoyment. 

The diftinftions of polite nations are few; but fuch 
as are peculiar to the Chinefe appear in every page 
of the following correfpondence : the metaphors an$ 
allufions are all drawn from the Eaft : their forma- 
Jity our Author carefully preferves; many of their 
favourite tenets in morals are illuftrated. The Chinefe 

are always concife, fo is he ; fimple, fo is he : the 

• 

(Chinefe are grave and fententious, fo is he. But in 
one particular, the refemblance is peculiarly ftriking: 
the Chinefe are often dull, and fo is he. Nor has my 
afliftance been wanting. We are told in an old ro- 
mance of a certain knight-errant and his horfe who 
contracted an intimate friendfliip ; the horfe moft ufual- 
Jy bore the knight, but in cafes of extraordinary dif- 
patch, the knight returned the favour, and carried hi 
horfe : thus in the intimacy between my Author an4 

* Lc Comtc, vol. I. p. a 40 



PREFACE. iii 

me, he has ufuaily given me a lift of his eaftern fubli- 
mity, and I have fometimes given him a return of 
my colloquial eafe. 

Yet it appears ftrange in this feafon of panegyric, 
when fcarce an author pafles unpraifed, either by his 
friends or himfelf, that fuch merit as our philofo* 
pher's mould be forgotten. While the epithets of 
ingenius, copious, elaborate, and refined, are lavifhed 
among the mob, like medals at a coronation, the lucky 
prizes fall on every fide, but not one on him. I could 
on this occafion make myfelf melancholy, by confi- 
dering the capricioiifnefs of public tafte, or the mu- 
tability of fortune; but during this fit of morality, 
left my reader mould fleep, I'll take a nap myfelf, 
and when I awake tell him my dream. 

I imagined the Thames was frozen over, and I 
ftood by its fide. Several booths were erected upon 
the ice and I was told by one of the fpeftators, that 
Fafhion Fair was going to begin. He added, that every 
author who would carry his works there, might pro- 
bably find a very good reception, I was refolved, 
however, to obferve the humours of the place in fafe- 
ty from the fliore, fenfible that ice was at beft preca- 
rious, and having been always a little cowardly in my 
fleep. 

Several of my acquaintances feemed much more har- 
dy than I, and went over the ice with intrepidity: 
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Some carried their works to the fair on fledges, fome 
©n carts, and thofe which were more voluminous were 
conveyed in waggons. Their temerity aftonifhed me: 
I knew their cargoes were heavy, and expe&ed every 
moment they would have gone to the bottom. They alt 
entered the fair, however, in lafety, and each foon after 
icturned, to my great furprife, highly Satisfied with his 
entertainment, and the bargains he had brought away. 

The fuccefs of fuch numbers at lad began to operate 
upon me : if thefe, cried I, meet with favour and fafety, 
fome luck may, perhaps, for once attend the unfortu* 
nate* I am refolved to make a new adventure : the fur- 
niture, frippery, and fire- works of China have long been 
faQiionably bought up; Til try the fair with a fmall 
cargo of Chinefe morality. If the Chinefe have con- 
tributed to vitiate our tafte, I'll try how far they can 
Iielp to improve our underftanding. But as others 
have driven into the market in waggons, I'll cautiouf* 
ly begin, by venturing with a wheel-barrow. Thus 
refolved, I baled up my goods, and fairly ventured: 
when, upon juft entering the fair, I fancied the ice 
that had fupported an hundred waggons before, crack- 
ed under me, and wheel-barrow and all went to the 
bottom. 

Upon awaking from my reverie, with the fright, 
I could not help wifliing that the pains taken in giving 
this correfpondence an Englifli drfefs, had been em- 



PREFACE. v 

ployed in contriving new political fy Items, or new 
plots for farces. I might then have taken my ftation in 
the world, either as a poet or a philofopher ; and made 
one in thofe little focieties where men club to raife 
each others reputations. But at prefent I belong to 
no particular clafs* I refemble one of thofe folitary 
animals, that has been forced from its foreft to gratify 
human curiofity. My earlieft wi(h was to efcape un- 
heeded through life : but I have been fet up for half- 
pence, to fret and fcamper at the end of my chain. 
Though none are injured by my rage, I am naturally 
too lavage to court any friends by fawning; too obfti- 
nate to be taught new tricks; and too improvident to 
mind what may happen: I am appeafed, though not 
contented : too indolent for intrigue, and too timid to 
pufli for favour: I am — but what figni&es what lam* 

Ov$h gfMi % v(ju»* vct'd^Tt t»j jkiT «fu* 

Fortune and Hope, adieu!— I fee my port- 
Too long your dupe ; be others now your fport* 
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OURS of the 13th inftant, covering two bills, one 
on Meff. R. and D. value 478I. 10s. and the other on 
Mr. ****, value 285I. duly came to hand, the former of 
which met with honour, but the other has been trifled 
with, and I am afraid will be returned pro te fled. 

The bearer of this is my friend, therefore let him be 
yours. He is a native of Honan in China, and one who 
did me fignal fervices when he was a mandarine, and I a 
fa£tor at Canton. By frequently converfing with the 
Englilh there, he has learned the language, though en- 
tirely a ftranger to their manners and cuftoms. I am told 
he is a philofopher : I am fure he is an honeft man : that 
to you. will .be his beft recommendation, next to the 
<confideration of his being the friend of, Sir, 

Yours, &c, 
B 
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TO MR> ****, MERCHANT IN LONDON* JT< 

pi 

Sir, Amfterdam, w-4 
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LETTER II. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANCI TO ****, MERCHANT 

IN AMSTERDAM. 

Friend of my heart, London. 



M 



AY the wings of peace reft upon thy dwelling, and 
the fliield of conference preferve thee from vice and mife- 
ry : for all thy favours, accept my gratitude and efteem,the 
only tributes a poor philofophic wanderer can return. 
\ Sure fortune is refolved to make me unhappy, when {he 

N gives others a power of teftifying their friendlhip by ac- 

\* tions, and leaves me only words to exprefs the fincerity 

of mine. 

I am perfectly fenfible of the delicacy by which you 
endeavour to leffen your own merit and my obligations. 
By calling your late inftances of friendfhip only a return 
for former favours, you would induce me to impute to 
your juftice what I owe to your generofity. 
^The fervices I did you at Canton, juftice, humanity, 
and my office, bade me perform ; thofe you have done 
me fince my arrival at Amfterdam, no laws obliged you 
to, no juftice required ; even half your favours would 
«^ ^ have been greater than my moft fanguine expe&ations. 

The fum of money therefore which you privately con- 
veyed into my baggage, when I was leaving Holland, and 
which I was ignorant of till my arrival in London, I muft 
beg leave to return. You have been bred a merchant, 
and I a fcholar : you confequently love money better than 
I. You can find pleafure in fuperfluity, I am perfectly 
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contented with what is fufficient : take therefore what is 
yours ; it may give you fome pleafure, even though you 
have no occafion to ufe it ; my happinefs it cannot im- 
prove, for I have already all that I want. 

My paffage by fea from Rotterdam to England was 
more painful to me than all the journeys I ever made on 
land. I have traverfed the immeafurable wilds of Mo- 
gul Tartary ; felt all the rigours of Siberian fkies. I have 
had my repofe an hundred times difturbed by invading 
favages, and have feen, without (hrinking, the defert 
fands rife like a troubled ocean all around me : againfl 
thefe calamities I was armed with refolution ; but in my 
paffage to England, though nothing occurred that gave 
the mariners any uneafinefs, yet to one who was never 
at fea before, all was a fubjeft of aftoniftiment and terror. 
To find the land difappear, to fee our (hip mount the 
waves quick as an arrow from the Tartar bow, to hear 
the wind howling through the cordage, to feel a ficknefs 
which deprefles even the fpirits of the brave ; thefe were 
unexpected diftre (Tes, and confequently aflaulted me 
unprepared to receive them. 

You men of Europe think nothing of a voyage by fea. 
With us of China, a man who has been from fight of land 
is regarded upon his return with admiration. I have 
known fome provinces where there is not even a name 
for the ocean. What a ftrange people therefore am I got 
amongft, who have fouilded an empire on this unftable 
element, who* build cities upon billows that rife higher 
than the mountains of Tipartala, and make the deep more 
formidable than the wildeft tempeft. 

Such accounts as thefe, I muft confefs, were my firft 
motives for feeing England. Thefe induced me to 

B 2 
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undertake a journey of feven hundred painful days, in 
order to examine into opulence, buildings, fciences, arts, 
and manufaftures, on the fpot. Judge then how great is 
my difappointment on entering London, to fee no figns 
of that opulence fo much talked of abroad : wherever I 
turn, I am prefented with a gloomy folemnity in the 
houfes, the ftreets, and the inhabitants : none of that 
beautiful gilding which makes a principal ornament in 
the Chinefe architefture- The ftreets of Nankin are 
fometimes ftrewed with gold leaf; very different are thofe 
of London; in the midft of their pavements, a great lazy 
puddle moves muddily along; heavy laden machines, 
with wheels of unwieldy thicknefs, crowd up every 
paflage, fo that a ftranger, inftead of finding time for 
obfervation, is often happy if he has time to efcape from 
being crufliedto pieces. 

The houfes borrow very few ornaments from archt- 
tefture; their chief decoration feems to be a paltry piece 
of painting, hung out at their doors or windows, at once 
a proof of their indigence and vanity — their vanity, in 
each having one of thofe piftures expofed to public view ; 
and their indigence, hi being unable to get them better 
painted. In this refpeft, the fancy of their painters is alfo 
deplorable. Could you believe it ? I have feen five black 
lions and three blue boars, in lefs than a circuit of half a 
mile; and yet you know that animals of thefe colours are 
no where to be found, except in the wild imaginations 
of Europe. 

From thefe circumilances in their buildings, and from 
the difmal look of the inhabitants, I am induced to con- 
clude that the nation is aftually poor; and that, like the 
Perfians, they make a fplendid figure every where but 
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at home. The proverb of Xixofou is, that a man's 
riches may be feen in his eyes; if we judge of the 
Englifli by this rule, there is not a poorer nation under 
the fun. 

I have been here but two days, fo will not be hafty in 
my decifions. Such letters as I (hall write to Fipfihi in 
Mofcow, I beg you'll endeavour to forward with all 
diligence; I fhall fend them open in order that you may 
take copies or tranflations, as you are equally verfed in 
the Dutch and Chinefe languages. Dear friend, think 
of my ab fence with regret, as I fincerely regret yours ; 
even while 1 write, I lament our feparation. Farewell. 



LETTER III. 



FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI,TO THE CARE OF FIPSI- 



PEKIN, IN CHINA. 




X HINK not, O thou guide of my youth! that ab fence 
can impair my refpeft, or interpofing, tracklefs deferts 
blot your reverend figure from my memory. The farther ^ 
I travel, I feel the pain of feparation with ftronger force; \|S 
thofe ties that bind me to my native country, and you, * 
are ftill unbroken. By every remove, I only drag a 
greater length of chain. J 

Could I find aught worth t ran f mitring from fo remote % 
a region as this, to which I have wandered, I mould gladly 
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fend it ; but, inflead of this, you muft be contented with 
a renewal of my former profeflions, and an imperfe& 
account of a people with whom I am as yet but 
fuperficially acquainted. The remarks of a man who has 
been but three days in the country, can only be tKofe 
obvious cir cum fiances which force themfelves upon dip 
imagination: I confider myfelf here as a newly created 
being introduced into a new world; every objeft ftrikes 
with wonder and furprife. The imagination {till uniated, 
feems the only aftive principle of the mind. The moft, 
trifling occurrences give pleafure, till the glofs of no- 
velty is worn away. When I have ceafed to wonder, I 
may poflibly grow wife ; I may then call the reafoning 
principle to my aid, and compare thofe objefts with each 
other, which were before examined without refle&ion. 

Behold me then in London, gazing at the ftrangers, 
and they at me. It feems they find fomewhat abfurd in 
my figure ; and had I been never from home, it is pof- 
fible I might find an infinite fund of ridicule in theirs ; 
but by long travelling I am taught to laugh at folly alone, 
and to find nothing truly ridiculous but villainy and 
vice. 

When I had juft quitted my native country, and 
croffed the Chine fe wall, I fancied every deviation from 
the cuftoms and manners of China was a departing 
from nature ; I fmiled at the blue lips and red foreheads 
of the Tonguefe ; and could hardly contain when I faw 
the Daures drefs their heads with horns ; the Oftiacks 
powdered withered earth; and the Calmuck beauties, 
tricked out of all the finery of fheep Ikin, appeared highly 
ridiculous : but I fodn perceived that the ridicule lay not 
in them but in me \ that I falfly condemned others of 
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abfurdity, becaufe they happened to differ from a ftan- 
dard originally founded in prejudice or partiality. 

I find no pleafure therefore in taxing the Englifli with 
departing from nature in their external appearance, which 
is all I yet know of their charafter ; it is poflible they 
only endeavour to improve her fimple plan, fince every 
extravagance in drefs proceeds from a defire of becoming 
more beautiful than nature made us; and this is fo 
harmlefs a vanity, that I not only pardon but approve ft : 
a defire to be more excellent than others is what aftu- 
ally makes us fo ; and as thoufands find a livelihood in 
fociety by fuch appetites, none but the ignorant inveigh 
again ft them. 

You are not infenfible, moil reverend Fum Hoam, 
what numberlefs trades, even among the Chinefe, fub- 
fift by the harmlefs pride of each other. Your nofe- 
borers, feet-fwathers, tooth-ftainers, eye-brow pluckers, 
would all want bread, (hould their neighbours want va- 
nity. Thefe vanities, however, employ much fewer 
hands in China than in England ; and a fine gentleman, 
or a fine lady, here drefled up ;to the fafhion, feems 
fcarcely to have a fingle limb that does not fuffer fome 
diftortions from my art. 

To make a fine gentleman, feveral trades are re- 
quired, but chiefly a barber: you have undoubtedly 
heard of the Jewifh champion, whofe ftrength lay in his 
hair : one would think that the Engiifh were for placing 
all wifdom there. To appear wife nothing more is re- 
quifite here, than for a man to borrow hair from the 
heads of all his neighbours, and clap it like a bufli on 
his own : the diftributors of law and phyfic flick on fuch 

B 4 
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quantities, that it is almoft impoffible, even in idea, to 
diftinguifh between the head and hair. 

Thofe whom I have been now defcribing affect the 
gravity of the lion : thofe I am going to defcribe more 
refemble the pert vivacity of fmaller animals. The bar- 
ber, who is flill mailer of the ceremonies, cuts their hair 
clofe to the crown ; and then, with a compofition of 
meal and hog's lard, plaifters the whole in fuch a man- 
ner as to make it impoflible to diftinguifh whether the 
patient wears a cap or a plaifter : but to make the pic- 
ture more perfectly ftriking, conceive the tail of fome 
beaft, a greyhound's tail, or a pig's tail, for inftance, ap- 
pended to the back of the head, and reaching down to 
that place where tails in other animals are generally feen 
to begin ; thus be-tailed and be-powdered, the man of 
tafte fancies he improves in beauty, drefles up his hea&. 
featured face in fmiles, and attempts to look hideoufly 
tender. Thus equipped, he is qualified to make love, 
and hopes for fuccefs, more from the powder on the 
outfide of his head, than the fentiments within. 

Yet, when I confider what fort of a creature the fine 
lady is, to whom he is fuppofed to pay his addrefles, it 
is not ftrange to find him thus equipped in order to 
pleafe. She is herfelf every whit as fond of powder, 
and tails, and hog's lard as he : to fpeak my fecret fen- 
timents, moil reverend Fum, the ladies here are horridly 
ugly ; I can hardly endure the fight of them ; they no 
way refemble the beauties of China: the Europeans have 
a quite different idea of beauty from us; when I refleft 
on the fmall-footed perfections of an Eaftern beauty, 
how is it poflible I ftiould have eyes for a woman whofe 
feet are ten inches long ? I fliall never forget the beam 
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ties of my native city of Nangfew. How very broad 
their faces ; how very fliort their nofes ; how very little 
their eyes ; how very thin their lips ; how very black 
their teeth ; the fnow on the tops of the Bao is not fairer 
than their cheeks ; and their eye-brows are fmall as the 
line by the pencil of Quamfi. Here a lady with fuch 
perfe£tions would be frightful: Dutch and Chinefe 
beauties, indeed, have fome refemblance, but Englifli 
women are entirely different; red cheeks, big eyes, and 
teeth of the moll odious whitenefs, are not only feen 
here, but wiftied for ; and then they have fuch mafculine 
feet, as a&ually krvcjbme for walking ! 

Yet, uncivil as nature has been, they feem refolved to 
outdo her in unkindnefs ; they ufe white powder, blue 
powder, and black powder, for their hair, and a red 
powder for the face on fome particular occafions. 

They like to have the face of .various colours, as 
among the Tartars of Coreki, frequently flicking on, 
with fpittle, little black patches on every part of it, ex- 
cept on the tip of the nofe, Which I have never feen with 
a patch. You'll have a better idea of their manner of 
placing thefe fpots, when I have finifhed a map of an 
Englifli face patched up to the faQiion, which (hall 
fhortly be fent to increafe your curious collection of 
paintings, medals, and monilers. 

But what furprifes more than all the reft is, what 
I have juft now been credibly informed of by one of 
this country ; M Moft ladies here (fays he) have two 
faces; one face to deep in, and another to (hew in com- 
pany ; the firfl is generally referved for the hufband and 
family at home, the other put on to pleafe ftrangers a- 
fcroad; the family face is often indifferent enough, but 
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the out-door one looks fomewhat better : this is always 
made at the toilet, where the looking-glafs and toad, 
eater fit in council, and fettle the complexion of th6 
day." 

I cannot afcertain the truth of this remark ; however, 
it is actually certain, that they wear more clothes within 
doors than without; and I have feen a lady, who feerced 
to fliudder at a breeze in her own apartment, appear half 
naked in the ftreets. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

JL HE Englifli feem as filent as the Japanefe, yet vain- 
er than the inhabitants of Siam. Upon my arrival, I at- 
tributed that referve to modefty, which I now find has its 
origin in pride. Condefcend to addrefs them firft, and you 
are fure of their acquaintance; ftoop to flattery, and you 
conciliate their friendship and efteem. They bear hun- 
ger, cold, fatigue, and all the miferies of life without 
flirinking: danger only calls forth their fortitude; they 
even exult in calamity ; but contempt is what they cannot 
bear. An Englifliman fears contempt more than death : he 
often flies to death as a refuge from its preffure, and dies 
when he fancies the world has ceafed to efteem him. 

Pride feems the fource not only of their national vices, 
but of their national virtues. An Englifliman is taught 
to love his king as his friend, but to acknowledge no 
other mafter than the laws which himfelf has contributed 
to ena£l. He defpifes thofe nations, who, that one may 
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be free, are alt content to be flaves ; who firft lift a ty- 
rant into terror, and then (brink under his power as if de- 
legated from heaven. Liberty is ecchoed in all their 
aflerablies, and thoufands might be found ready to offer 
up their lives for the found, though, perhaps, not one of 
all the number underflands its meaning. The loweft 
mechanic, however, looks upon it as his duty to be a 
watchful guardian of his country's freedom, and often 
ufes a language that might feem haughty, even in the 
mouth of the great emperor, who traces his ancefiry to 
the mpon. 

A few days ago, paffing by one of their prifons, I 
could not avoid flopping, in order to liften to a dialogue 
which I thought might afford me fome entertainment. 
The converfation was carried on between a debtor, 
through the grate of his prifon; a porter, who had flop- 
ped to reft his burthen ; and a foldier, at the window. 
The fubjeft was upon a threatened invafion from France, 
and each feemed extremely anxious to refcue his country 
from the impending danger. " For my part, (cries the 
prifoner,) the greateft of my apprehenfions is for our 
freedom ; if the French ftiould conquer, what would be- 
come of Englifli liberty ? My dear friends, liberty is 
the Englifhman's prerogative ; we muft preferve that at 
the expence of our lives ; of that the French (hall never 
deprive us : it is not to be expefted that men, who are 
flaves themfelves, would preferve our freedom fhould 
they happen to conquer." " Ay, flaves, (cries the por- 
ter,) they are all flaves, fit only to carry burthens, every 
one of them. Before I would ftoop to flavery, may this 
be my poifon, (and he held the goblet in his hand,) may 
this be my poifon — but I would fooner lift for a foldier." 
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The foldier, taking the goblet from his friend, with 
much awe, fervently cried out, " It is not fo much our 
liberties as our religion that would fuffer by fuch a 
change : ay, our religion, my lads. May the devil fink 
me into flames, (fuch was the folemnity of his adjura- 
tion,) if the French mould come over, but our religion 
would be utterly undone." So faying, inftead of a liba- 
tion, he applied the goblet to his lips, and confirmed his 
fentiments with a ceremony of the moft perfevering 
devotion. 

In fhort, every man here pretends to be a politician ; 
even the fair fex are fometimes found to mix the feverity 
of national altercation with the blandilhments of love, 
and often become conquerors by more weapons of de- 
finition than their eyes. 

The univerfal paflion for politics is gratified by Daily 
Gazettes, as with us at China. But as in ours, the em- 
peror endeavours to inftruft his people ; in theirs the 
people endeavour to inftruft the adminiftration. You 
muft not, however, imagine, that they who compile 
thefe papers have any aftual knowledge of the politics, 
or the government of a ftate ; they only colleft their 
materials from the oracle of fome Coffee-houfe, which 
oracle has himfelf gathered them the night before from a 
beau at a gaming table, who has pillaged his knowledge 
from a great man's porter, who has had the information 
from the great man's gentleman, who has invented the 
whole ftory for his own amufement the night preceding. 

The Englifh in general feem fonder of gaining the 
efteem than the love of thofe they converfe with : this 
gives a formality to their amufements : their gayeft con- 
verfations have fomething too wife for innocent relax* 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. ij 

ation ; though in company you are feldom difguftcd with 
the abfurtUty of a fool ; you are feldom lifted into rap- 
ture by thofe ftrokes of vivacity which give inftant, 
though not permanent, pleafure. 

What they want, however, in gaiety they make up in 
politenefs. You fmile at hearing me praife the Englifh 
for their politenefs ; you who have heard very different 
accounts from the miflionaries at Pekin, who have feen 
fuch a different behaviour in their merchants and feamen 
.at home* But I mull ftill repeat it, the EngliQi feem 
more polite than any of their neighbours ; their great art 
in this refpeft lies in endeavouring, while they oblige, 
to leflen the force of the favour. Other countries are 
fond of obliging a ftranger, but feem defirous that he 
ftiould be fenfible of the obligation. The Englifh confer 
their kindnefs with an appearance of indifference, and 
give away benefits with an air as if they defpifed them. 

Walking a few days ago between an Englifh and a 
Frenchman in the fuburbs of the city, we were over- 
taken by a heavy mower of rain, I was unprepared, 
but they had each large coats, which defended them 
from what feemed to me a perfect inundation. The En- 
glifhman, feeing me flirink from the weather, accofted 
me thus : " Pfha, man, what doft flirink at ? Here take 
this coat ; I don't want it ; I find it no way ufeful to me; 
I had as lief be without it." The Frenchman began to 
ihew his politenefs in turn. " My dear friend, (cries 
he) why won't you oblige me by making ufe of my 
coat ? you fee how well it defends me from the rain ; 
I fhould not chufe to part with it to others, but to fuch 
a friend as you, I could even part with my fkin to do 
him fervice." 
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From fuch minute in (lances as thefe, molt reverend 
Fum Hoam, I am fenfible your fagacity will collecl 
inftruQion. The volume of nature is the book of 
knowledge ; and he becomes mofl wife who makes the 
moll judicious feleftion. Farewell. 



LETTER V. 



TO THE SAME. 
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Have already informed you of the Angular paffion of 
this nation for politics. An Englifhman, not fatisfied 
with finding, by his own profperity, the contending 
powers of Europe properly balanced, defires alfo to know 
the precife value of every weight in either fcale. To 
gratify this curiofity, a leaf of political inftruftion i$ 
ferved up every morning with tea : when our politician 
has feafted upon this, he repairs to a coffee-houfe, in 
order to ruminate upon what he has read, and increafe 
his colle&ion ; from thence he proceeds to the ordinary, 
inquires what news , and treafuring up every acquifition 
there, hunts about all the evening in quell of more, and 
f^ carefully adds it to the reft. Thus at night he retires home, 
*^ full of the important advices of the day : when, lo ! 
* awaking next morning, he finds the inftruftions of yef- 
terday a collection of abfurdity, or palpable falfliood. 
This one would think a mortifying repulfe in the pur- 
fuit of wifdom ; yet our politician, no way difcouraged, 
hunts on in order to colleft frelh materials, and in order 
to be again disappointed. 
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I have often admired the commercial fpirit which pre- 
vails over Europe; have been furprifed to fee them cany 
on a traffic with produ&ions that an Afiatic ftranger 
would deem entirely ufelefs. It is a proverb in China, 
that an European luffers not even his fpittle to be loft : 
the maxim, however, is not fufficiently ftrong, fincc 
they fell even their lies to great advantage. Every na- 
tion drives a confiderable trade in this commodity with 
their neighbours* 

An Englifli dealer in this way, for inftance, has only to 
afcend to his work-houfe, knd manufacture % turbulent 
fpeech averred to be fpoken in the fenate ; or a report fup- 
pofed to be dropt at court ; a piece of fcandal that ftrikes 
at a popular Mandarine ; or a fecret treaty between two 
neighbouring powers. When finifhed, thefe goods are 
baled up and configned to a faftor abroad, who fends in 
return two battles, three fieges, and a Ihrcwd letter, filled 
with daflies — — blanks and ftars **** of great im- 
portance. 

Thus you perceive, that a fingle gazette is the joint 
manufa3ure of Europe ; and he who would perufe it 
with a philofophical eye, might perceive, in every pa- 
ragraph, fomething chara&eriftic of the nation to which 
it belongs. A map does not exhibit a more diftinft 
view of the boundaries and fituation of every country, 
than its news does a pi&ure of the genius and the mo- 
rals of its inhabitants. The fuperftition and erroneous 
delicacy of Italy, the formality of Spain, the cruelty of 
Portugal, the fears of Auftria, the confidence of Pruffia, 
the levity of France, the avarice of Holland, the pride 
of England, the abfurdity of Ireland, and the national 
partiality of Scotland, are all confpicuous in every page« 
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But, perhaps, you may find more fatisfa&ion in a rebf 
newfpaper than in my defcription of one ; I therefore 
fend a fpecimen, which may ferve to exhibit the manner 
of their being written, and diitinguifh the characters of 
the various nations which are united in its compofition. 

Nap les. We have lately dug up here a curious Etruf- 
kin monument, broke in two in the raifing. The charac- 
ters are fcarce vifible ; but Nugofi, the learned antiquary, 
fuppofes it to have been erefted in honour , of Pkus, a 
Latin King, as one of the lines may be plainly diftin- 
guiflied to begin with a P. It is hoped this difco very will 
produce fomething valuable, as the literati of our twelve 
academies are deeply engaged in the difquifition. 

Pis A. Since Father Fudgi, prior of St. Gilbert's, ha* 
gone to refide at Rome, no miracles have been perform- 
ed at the flirine of St. Gilbert; the devout begin to grow 
uneafy, and fome begin actually to fear that St. Gilbert 
has forfak,en them with the reverend father. 

Lucca. The adminiftrators of our ferene Republic 
have frequent conferences upon the part they {hall take 
in the prefent commotions of Europe : fome are for fend- 
ing a body of their troops, confifting of one company of 
foot, and fix horfemen, to make a diverfion in favour of 
the Emprefs queen ; others are as ftrenuous afferters of 
the Pruffian intereft : what turn thefe debates may take 
time only can difcover. However, certain it is, we 
(hall be able to bring into the field, at the opening of the 
next campaign, feventy-fivfe armed men, a commander 
in chief, and two drummers of great experience. 

Spain. Yefterdaythe new king (hewed himfelf to 
his fubjefts ; and after having (laid half an hour in his 
balcony, retired to the royal apartment. The night con- 
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eluded, on this extraordinary occafion, with illumina- 
tions, and other demon fir at ions of joy. 

The queen is more beautiful than the rifing fun, and 
reckoned one of the firft wits in Europe ; fhe had a glo- 
rious opportunity of difplaying the readinefs of her in- 
vention, and her fkill in repartee, lately at court. The 
Duke of Lerma coming up to her with a low bow and a 
fmile, and prefenting a nofegay fet with diamonds, 
" Madam, (cries hej I am your moll obedient humble 
fervant." " Oh, Sir! (replies the queen, without any 
prompter, or the leaft hefitation,) I'm very proud of the 
very great honour you do me." Upon which fhe made 
a low courtefy, and all the cpurtiers fell a laughing at 
the readinefs and fmartnefs of her reply. 

Lisbon. Yefterday we had an auto dafe, at which 
were burned three young women, accufed of herefy, one 
of them of exquifite beauty; two Jews, and an old wo- 
man convifted of being a witch : one of the friars who 
attended this laft, reports, that he faw the devil fly out of 
her at the ftake in the fhape of a flame of fire. The po- 
pulace behaved upon this occafion with great good hu- 
mour, joy, and fincere devotion. 

Our merciful fovereign has been for fome time paft 
recovered of his fright : though fo attrocious an attempt 
defer ved to exterminate half the nation, yet he has been 
gracioufly pleafed to fpare the lives of his fubjefts, and 
not above five hundred have been broke upon the wheel 
or otherwife executed upon this horrid occafion. 

Vienna. We have received certain advices, that a 
party of twenty thoufand Auftrians having attached a much 
iuperior body of Pruflians, put them all to flight, and 
took the reft prifoners of war. 

C 
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Berlin. Wc have received certain advices, that a 
party of twenty thoufand Pruflians having attacked a much 
fuperior body of Auftrians, put them all to flight, and 
took a great number of prifoners, with their military 
cheft, cannon, and baggage. 

Though we have not fucceeded this campaign to our 
wiflies, yet, when we think of him who commands us, 
we reft in fecurity ; while we fleep, our king is watch- 
ful for our fafety. 

Paris. We fliall foon ftrike a fignal blow. We 
have feventeen flat-bottomed boats at Havre. The peo- 
ple are in excellent fpirits, and our minifters make no 
difficulty of raifing the fupplies. 

We are all undone ; the people are difcontented to the 
laft degree ; the minifters are obliged to have recourfe to 
the moft rigorous methods to raife the expences of the war. 

Our diftreffes are great; but Madam Pompadour con- 
tinues to fupply our king, who is now growing old, with 
a frefli lady every night. His health, thank Heaven, is 
ftill pretty well ; nor is he in the leaft unfit, as was reported, 
for any kind of royal exercitation. He was fo affrighted 
at the affair of Damien, that his phy ficians were apprehen- 
five leaft his reafon fliould fuffer, but that the wretch's 
tortures foon compofed the kingly terrors of his breaft. 

England. Wantedan uflier to an academy. N. B. 
He muft be able to read, drefs hair, and muft have had 
the fmall-pox. 

Dublin. We hear there is a benevolent fubfcription 
on foot among the nobility and gentry of this kingdom 
who are great patrons of merit, in order to aflift Black 
and all Black in his conteft with the Paddereen mare. 
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We hear from Germany, that Prince Ferdinand has 
gained a complete viftory, and taken twelve kettle-drums, 
five ftandards, and four waggons of ammunition, prifoners 
of war. 

Edinburgh. We are pofitive when we fay, that 
Saunders M'Gregor, who was lately executed for horfe- 
ftealing, is not a Scotchman, but born in Carrickfergui. 
Farewell. 




LETTER VI. 

FUM HOAM, FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE CERE- 
MONIAL ACADEMY AT PEKIN, TO LIEN CHI 
ALTANGI, THE DISCONTENTED WANDERER, 
BY THE WAY OF MOSCOW. 

W HETHER fporting on the flowery banks of the 
river Irtis, or fcaling the fteepy mountains of Douche- 
nour: whether traverfing the black deferts of Kobi, or 
giving leflbns of politenefs to the favage inhabitants of V" 1 

Europe : iji whatever country, whatever climate, and 
whatever circum {lances, all hail ! May Tien, the uni- 
verfal foul, take you under his proteftion, and infpire 
you with a fuperior portion of himfelf. 

How long, my friend, fliall an enthufiafm for know- 
ledge -continue to obftruft your happinefs, and tear you 
from all the connexions that make life pleafing; how long 
will you continue to rove from climate to climate, circled 
fey thoufands, and yet, without a friend, feeling all the 

Ca 





ao CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

inconveniencies of a croud, and all the anxiety of being 
alone. 

I know you will reply, that the refined pleafure of 
growing every day wifer is a fufficient recompence for 
every inconvenience. I know you will talk of the vul- 
gar fatisfa&ion of foliciting happinefs from fenfual enjoy- 
ment only; and probably enlarge upon the exquifite rap- 
tures of fentimental blifs. Yet, believe me, friend, you 
are deceived ; all our pleafures, though feemingly never 
fo remote from fenfe, derive their origin from fome 
one of the fenfes. The mo ft exquifite demonftration in 
mathematics, or the moftpleafing difquifition in metaphy- 
fics, if it does not ultimately tend to increafe fome fenfu- 
al fatisfaftion, is delightful only to fools, or to men, who 
have, by long habit, contracted a falfe idea of pleafure : 
and he who feparates fenfual and fentimental enjoyment, 
feeking happinefs from mind alone, is in faft as wretched 
as the naked inhabitant of the foreft, who places all hap- 
pinefs in the firft, regardleis of the latter. There are two 
extremes in this refpeft; the favage who fwal lows down 
the draught of pleafure, without {laying to refleft on his 
happinefs, and the fage who pafleth the cup while he re- 
flects on the conveniences of drinking. 

It is with an heart full of forrow, my dear Altangi, that 
I muft inform you, that what the world calls happinefs, 
mnft now be yours no longer. Our great emperor's dif- 
pleafure at your leaving China, contrary to the rules of 
our government, and the immemorial cuftom of the em. 
pire, has produced the moll terrible effefts. Your wife, 
daughter, and the reft of your family have been feized 
by his order, and appropriated to his ufe, all, except your 
fori, are now the peculiar property of him who ppfleflet 
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all ; him have I hidden from the officers employed for 
this purpofe, and even at the hazard of my life I have 
concealed him. The youth feems obftinately bent on 
finding you out, wherever you are ; he is determined to 
face every danger that oppofes his purfuit. Though yet 
but fifteen, all his father's virtues and obftinacy fparkle 
in his eyes, and mark him as one deilined to no medio- 
crity of fortune. 

You fee, my deareft friend, what imprudence has 
brought thee to; from opulence, a tender family, fur- 
rounding friends, and your mailer's efteem ; it has re- 
duced thee to want, perfecution, and, ftill worfe, to our 
mighty monarch's difpleafure. Want of prudence is too 
frequently the want of virtue ; nor is there on earth a more 
powerful advocate for vice than poverty. As I (hall en- 
deavour to guard thee from the one, fo guard thy felf from 
the other; and ftill think of me with affection and ef- ^ 

teem. Farewell. r x, 

LETTER VIL "A 7 ^ 

IROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI, TO FUM HOAM, FIRST V^ ^ ^& 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY^* K JS 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. \^V K 

[The Editor thinks proper to acquaint the reader, that the greateft part^ 
of the following letter feems to him to be little more than a rhapfody x ^^ 
of fentences borrowed from Confucius, the Chinefe philofopher. J \N \^ 

a ... kiK 

JLjl Wife, a daughter, carried into captivity to expiate \ ^ 
my offence ! a fon fcarce yet arrived at maturity, refol v^ 

c 3 ^ 
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ing to encounter every danger in the pious parfuit of on& 
who has undone him ! thefe indeed are circumftances of 
diftrefs; though my tears were more precious than the 
gem of Golconda, yet would they fall upon fuch an oc- 
cafion. 

But I fubmit to the ftroke of Heaven; I hold the vo- 
lume of Confucius in my hand, and as I read, grow hum- 
ble, and patient, and wife. We mould feel forrow, fays 
he, but not fink under it's oppreffion ; the heart of a wife 
man mould refemble a mirror, which reflefts every ob- 
jeft, without being fullfed by any. The wheel of for- 
tune turns inceffantly round, and who can fay within 
himfelf, I (hall to day be uppermoft. We mould hold 
the immutable means that lie between infenfibility and 
anguifh ; our attempts mould be, not to extinguifh na- 
ture, but to reprefs it ; not to (land unmoved at a diftrefs, 
but endeavour to turn every difafter to our own advan- 
tage. Our greateft glory is not in never falling, but in 
rifing every time we fall. 

I fancy myfelf at prefent, O thou reverend>4ifciple of 
Tao ! more than a match for all that can happen : the 
chief bufinefs of my life has been to procure wifdom, 
and the chief objeft of that wifdom was to be happy. 
My attendance on your le&ures, my conferences with 
the miflionaries of Europe, and all my fubfequent ad- 
ventures upon quitting China, were calculated to in. 
creafe the fphere of my happinefs, not my curiofity. 
Let European travellers crofs feas and deferts, merqly 
to meafure the height of a mountain, to defcribe the 
cataract of a river, or tell the commodities which every 
country may produce; merchants or geographers, per- 
haps, may find profit by fuch difcoveries, but what ad r 
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vantage can accrue to a philofopher from fuch accounts ? 
who is defirous of underftanding the human heart ? who 
feeks to know the men of every country ? who defires to 
difcover thofe differences which refult from climate, 
religion, education, prejudice, and partiality ? 

I mould think my time very ill bellowed, were the 
only fruits of my adventures to confift in being able to 
tell, that a tradefman of London lives in an houfe three 
times as high as that of our great emperor; that the ladies 
wear longer clothes than the men; that the priefts are 
drefled in colours which we are taught to deteft ; and that 
their foldiers wear fcarlet, which is with us the fymbol 
of peace and innocence. How many travellers are there, 
who confine their relations to fuch minute and ufelefs par- 
ticulars ; for one who enters into the genius of thofe na- 
tions with whom he has converfed, who difclofes their 
morals, their opinions, the ideas which they entertain of 
religious worfliip, the intrigues of their minifters, and 
their fkill in fciences ; there are twenty, who only men- 
tion fome idle particulars, which can be of no real ufe 
to a true philofopher. All their remarks tend, neither 
to make themfelves nor others more happy; they no way 
contribute to controul their paffions, to bear adverfity, 
to infpire true virtue, or raife a deteftation of vice. 

Men may be very learned, and yet very miferable; it 
is eafy to be a deep geometrician, or a fublime aftrono- 
mer, but very difficult to be a good man ; I efteem, there- 
fore, the traveller who inilrufts the heart, but defpife him 
who only indulges the imagination; a man who leaves 
home to mend himfelf and others, is a philofopher; but 
he who goes from country to country, guided by the blind 
impulfe of curiofity, is only a vagabond. From Zerduflit 
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down to Kim of Tyanea, I honour all thofe great names 
who endeavoured to unite the world by their travels; 
fuch men grew wifer as well as better the farther they de- 
parted from home, and feemed like rivers, whofe ftreams 
are not only increafed, but refined, as they travel from 
their fource. 

For my own part, my greateft glory is, that travelling 
has not more fteeled my conftitution againft all vici^i- 
tudes of climate, and all the depreffions of fatigue, than k 
has my mind againft the accidents of fortune, or the ac- 
ceffes of defpair. Farewell. 



LETTER VIII. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI, TO FUM HOAM, FIRST 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY AT 
PEKIN, IN CHINA. 

JLJLO W infupportable ! oh thour poffeflbr of heavenly 
wifdom ! would be this feparation, this immeafurable dif- 
tance from my friends, were I not able thus to delineate 
my heart upon paper, and to fend thee daily a map of my 
mind. 

I am every day better reconciled to the people among 
whom I refide, and begin to fancy that in time I (hall 
find them more opulent, more charitable, and more hof- 
pitable than I at firft imagined. I begin to learn fome- 
what of their manners and cuftoms, and to fee reafons for 
feveral deviations which r make from us, from whom 
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all other nations derive their politenefs as well as their 

original. 

In fpite of tafte, in fpite of prejudice, I now begin 
to think their women tolerable; I can now look on a 
languifhing blue eye without difguft, and pardon a fet of 
teeth, even though whiter than ivory. I now begin to 
fancy there is no univerfal ftandard for beauty. The 
truth is, the manners of the ladies in this city are fo very 
open, and fo vaftly engaging, that I am inclined to pafs 
over the more glaring defefts of their perfons, fince 
compenfated by the more folid, yet latent, beauties of the 
mind. What though they want black teeth, or are depriv- 
ed of the allurements of feet no bigger than their thumbs, 
yet ftill they have fouls, my friend, fuch fouls, fo free, fo 
prefling, fo hofpitable, and fo engaging — I have received 
more invitations in the ftreets of London from the fex 
in one night, than I have met with at Pekin in twelve re- 
volutions of the moon. 

Every evening as I return home from my ufual foli- 
tary excurfions, I am met by feveral of thofe well dif- 
pofed daughters of hofpitality, at different times, and in 
different ftreets, richly dreffed, and with minds not lefs 
noble than their appearance. You know that nature has 
indulged me with a perfon by no means agreeable ; yet 
are they too generous to objeft to my homely appearance ; 
they feel no repugnance at my broad face and flat nofe ; 
they perceive me to be a ftranger, and that alone is a 
fufficient recommendation. They even feem to think 
it their duty to do the honours of their country, by every 
aft of complaifance in their power. One takes me un- 
der the arm, and in a mannpiitaf ces me along ; another 
catches me round the necl u defires to partake in this 
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office of hofpitality; while a third, kinder ftill, invites 
me to refrefh my fpirits with wine. Wine is in Eng- 
land referved only for the rich, yet here, even wine is 
given away to the ftranger ! 

A few nights ago, one of thofe generous creatures, dref- 
fed all in white, and flaunting like a meteor by my fide, 
forcibly attended me home to my own apartment. She 
feemed charmed with the elegance of the furniture, and 
the convenience of my fituation. And well indeed lhe 
might, for I have hired an apartment for not lefs then 
two {hillings of their money every week. But her civility 
did not reft here; for at parting, being defirous to know 
the hour, and perceiving my watch out of order, flie kind- 
ly took it to be repaired by a relation of her own, which 
you may imagine will fave fome expence, and fhe allures 
me that it will coft her nothing. I fliall have it back in a 
few days when mended, and I am preparing a proper 
fpeech expreflive of my gratitude on the occafion : " Ce- 
leftial excellence, (I intend to fay,) happy I am in having 
found out, after many painful adventures, a land of inno- 
cence, and a people of humanity ; I may rove into other 
climes, and converfe with nations yet unknown, but where 
{hall 1 meet a foul of fuch purity as that which refides in 
thy breaft ? Sure thou haft been nurtured by the bill of the 
Shin Shin, or fucked the breaft of the provident Gin 
Hiung. The melody of thy voice could rob the Chong 
Fou of her whelps, or inveigle the Boh that lives in the 
midft of the waters. Thy fervant fhall ever retain a fenfe 
of thy favours ; and one day boaft of thy virtue, fincerity, 
and truth, ambng the daughters of China. " Adieu. 
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LETTER IX. 



TO THE SAME. 



I 



Have been deceived ! (he whom I fancied a daughter 
of Paradife, has proved to be one of the infamous difci- 
pies of Han ! I have loft a trifle— I have gained the 
confolation of having difcovered a deceiver. I once 
more, therefore, relax into my former indifference with 
regard to the Englifh ladies : they once more begin to 
appear difagreeable in mine eyes :. thus is my whole time 
patted in forming conclufions, which the next minute's 
^experience may probably deftroy ; the prefent moment 
becomes a comment on the paft, and I improve rather 
\n humility than wifdom. 

Their laws and religion forbid the Englifh to keep 
more than one woman, I therefore concluded that prof- 
titutes were banifhed from fociety ; I was deceived : 
every man here keeps as many wives as he can maintain; 
the laws are cemented with blood, praifed, and difre- 
garded. The very Chinefe, whofe religion allows him 
two wives, takes not half the liberties of the Englifh in 
this particular. Their laws may be compared to the 
books of the Sybils ; they are held in great veneration, 
but feldom read, or feldomer underftood ; even thofe 
who pretend to be their guardians difpute about the 
meaning of many of them, and confefs their ignorance 
of others. The law therefore which commands them to 
have but one wife, is ftri&ly obferved only by thofe for 
*vhom one is more than fufficient, or by fuch as have not 
money to buy two. As fpr the reft, they violate it pufy- 
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licly, and fome glory in its violation. They feem to 
think, like the Perfians, that they give evident marks of 
manhood, by increafing their feraglio. A mandarine, 
therefore, here generally keeps four wives, a gentleman 
three, and a ftage-player two. As for the magiftrates, the 
country juftices, and Tquires, they are employed, firft in 
debauching young virgins, and then punifhing the tranf* 
greffion. 

From fuch a pifture you will be apt to conclude, that 
he who employs four ladies for his amufement, has four 
times as much conflitution to fpare as he who is contented 
with one ; that a mandarine is much cleverer than a 
gentleman, and a gentleman than a player ; and yet it is 
quite the reverfe ; a mandarine is frequently fupported on 
fpindle {hanks, appears emaciated by luxury, and is 
obliged to have recourfe to variety, merely from the 
weaknefs, not the vigour, of his conflitution, the num- 
ber of his wives being the molt equivocal fymptom oi 
his virility. 

Be fide the country 'fquire, there is alfo another fet of 
men, whofe whole employment confifts in corrupting 
beauty ; thefe the filly part of the fair fex call amiable ; 
the more fenfible part of them, however, give them the 
title of abominable. You will probably demand what 
are the talents of a man thus care fled by the majority of 
the fair fex ? what talents or what beauty is he poflefled 
of fuperior to the reft of his fellows ? To anfwer you di- 
reftly, he has neither talents or beauty, but then he is pof- 
fefied of impudence and afliduity. With afliduity and 
impudence, men of all ages and all figures may commence 
admirers. I have even been told of fome who made 
profeflions of expiring for love, when all the world could 
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perceive they were going to die of old age ; and what is 
more furprifing ftill, fuch battered beaux are generally 
moll infamoufly fuccefsful. 

A fellow of this kind employs three hours every 
morning in dre fling his head, by which is underftood 
only his hair. 

He is a profeffed admirer, not of any particular lady, 
but of the whole fex. 

He is to fuppofe every lady has caught cold every 
night, which gives him an opportunity of calling to fee 
how me does the next morning. 

He is upon all occafions to (hew himfelf in very great 
pain for the ladies ; if a lady drops even a pin, he is to 
fly in order to prefent it. 

He never fpeaks to a lady without advancing his mouth 
to her ear* by which he frequently addreffes more fenfes 
than one. 

Upon proper occafions he looks exceflively tender. 
This is performed by laying his hand upon his heart, 
{hutting his eyes, and fhewing his teeth. 

He is exceflively fond of dancing a minuet with the 
ladies, by which is only meant walking round the floor 
eight or ten times with his hat on, affe&ing gr^at gravity, 
and fometimes looking tenderly on his partner- 
He never affronts any man himfelf, and never refents 
an affront from another. 

He has an infinite variety of fmall talk upon all occa- 
fions, and laughs when he has nothing more'to fay* 

Such is the killing creature who proftrates himfelf to 
the fex till he has undone them ; all whofe fubmiflions 
are the effefts of defign, and who, to pleafe the ladies, 
almoit becomes himfelf a lady. 
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LETTER X. 



TO THE SAME. 



I 



Have hitherto given you no account of my journey 
from China to Europe ; of my travels through countries, 
where nature fports in primeval rudenefs, where flie pours 
forth her wonders in folitude ; countries, from whence 
the rigorous climate, the fweeping inundation, the drifted 
defert, the howling foreft, and mountains of immeafurable 
height, banifh the hufbandman, and fpread extenfive de- 
flation ; countries, where the brown Tartar wanders for 
a precarious fubfiftence, with an heart that never felt pity ? 
himfelf more hideous than the wildernefs he makes. 

You will eafily conceive the fatigue of eroding vaft 
trafts of land, either defolate, or ftill more dangerous by 
its inhabitants. The retreat of men, who feem driven 
from fociety, in order to make war upon all the human, 
race, nominally profefling a fubjeftion to Mofcovy or 
China, but without any refemblance to the countries on 
which they depend. 

After I had croffed the great wall, the firft objefis that 
prefented were the remains of defolated cities, and all 
the magnificence of venerable ruin. There were to be 
feen temples of beautiful ftrufture, ftatues wrought by 
the hand of a matter, and around a country of luxuriant 
plenty, but not one fingle inhabitant to reap the bounties 
of nature. Thefe were profpefts that might humble the 
pride of kings, and reprefs human vanity. I afked my 
guide the caufe of fuch defolation. " Thefe countries, 
(fays he,) were once the dominions of a Tartar prince, 
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and thefe ruins the feat of arts, elegance, and eafe. This 
prince waged an unfuccefsful war with one of the em- 
perors of China ; he was conquered, his cities plundered, 
and all his fubjefts carried into captivity." Such are the 
effefts of the ambition of kings ! Ten dervifes, fays the 
Indian proverb, fliall fleep in peace upon a fingle carpet, 
while two kings (hall quarrel though they have kingdoms 
to divide them. Sure, my friend, the cruelty and pride 
of man have made more deferts than nature ever made ! 
{he is kind, but man is ungrateful. 

Proceeding in my journey through this penfive fcene 
of defolated beauty, in a few days I arrived among the 
Daures, a nation ftill dependent on China. Xaixigar is 
their principal city, which, compared with thofe of Eu- 
rope, fcarcely deferves the name. The governors and 
other officers, who are fent yearly from Pekin, abufe 
their authority, and often take the wives and daughters of 
the inhabitants to themfelves. The Daures, accuftomed 
to bafe fubmiflion, feel no refentment at thofe injuries, 
or ftifle what they feel. Cuftom and neceffity teach even 
barbarians the fame art of diflimulation that ambition and 
intrigue infpire in the breafts of the polite. Upon be- 
holding fuch unlicenfed ftretches of power, alas ! thought 
I, how little does our wife and good emperor know of 
thefe intolerable exa&ions ! thefe provinces are too dif- 
tant for complaint, and too infignificant to expeft redrefs. 
The more diftant the government, the honefter fhould be 
the governor to whom it is intrufted ; for hope of impu- 
nity is a ftrong inducement to violation. 

The religion of the Daures is more abfurd than even 
that of the feQaries of Fohi. How would you be fur- 
prifed, O fage difciple and follower of Confucius ! you 
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who believe one eternal intelligent caufe of all, mould 
you be prefent at the barbarous ceremonies of this in- 
fatuated people ! How would you deplore the blindnefs 
and folly of mankind ! His boafted reafon feems only 
to light him aftray, and brutal inftinft more regularly 
points out the path to happinefs . Could you think it ? 
they adore a wicked divinity ; they fear him and they 
worfhip him ; they imagine him a malicious being, 
ready to injure and ready to be appeafed ? The men 
and women affemble at midnight in a hut, which ferves 
for a temple ; a prieft ftretches himfelf on the ground, 
and all the people pour fourth the moft horrid cries, 
while drums and timbrels fwell the infernal concert. 
After this difTonance, mifcalled mufic, has continued 
about two hours, the prieft rifes from the ground, af- 
fumes an air of infpiration, grows big with the infpiring 
daemon, and pretends to a fkill in futurity. 

In every country, my friend, the bonzes, the brach- 
mans, and the priefts deceive the people : all reforma- 
tions begin from the laity ; the priefts point us out the 
way to heaven with their fingers, but ftand ftill them- 
felves, nor feem to travel towards the country in 
view. 

The cuftoms of this people correfpond to their reli- 
gion : they keep their dead for three days on the fame 
bed where the perfon died ; after which they bury him 
in a grave moderately deep, but with the head ftill un- 
covered. Here for feveral days they prefent him diffe- 
rent forts of meats, which, when they perceive he does 
not confume, they fill up the grave, and defift from de- 
firing him to eat for the future. How can mankind be 
guilty of fuch ftrange abfurdity, to entreat a dead body, 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 33 

already putrid, to partake of the banquet 1 Where, I 
again repeat it, is human reafon ! not only fome men, 
but whole nations, feem diverted of its illumination. 
Here we obferve a whole country adoring a divinity 
through fear, and attempting to feed the dead. Thefe 
are their moft ferious and religious occupations : are thefe 
men rational, or are not the apes of Borneo more wife ? 
Certain I am, O thou inftniftor of my youth! that 
without philofophers, without fome few virtuous men, 
who feem to be of a different nature from the reft of 
mankind; without fuch as thefe, the worfliip of a wicked 
divinity would furely be eftabliflied over every part of 
the earth. Fear guides more to their duty than gratitude: 
for one man who is virtuous from the love of virtue, 
from the obligation which he thinks he lies under to the 
giver of all* there are ten thoufand who are good only 
from their apprehenfions of punifhment* Could thefe 
laft be perfuaded, as the Epicureans were, that heaven 
had no thunders in ftore for the villain, they would no 
longer continue to acknowledge fubordination, or thank 
that Being who gave him exiftence* Adieu. 



LETTER XL 



TO THE SAM£t 



*.? 



F 
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ROM fuch a pifture ofisnature in primeval fimplicity, 
tell me, my much refpeQed friend* are you in love with 
fatigue and folitude ? Do you figh for the fevere ^ 
frugality of the wandering Tartar, or regret being born 
amidft the luxury and diffimulation of the polite ? Ra- 

D 



V 



34 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

ther tell me, has not every kind of life vices peculiarly 
its own ? Is it not a truth, that refined countries have 
more vices, but thofe not fo terrible ; barbarous nations 
few, and they of the molt hideous complexion ! Perfidy 
and fraud are the vices of civilized nations; credulity 
and violence thofe of the inhabitants of the defert. Does 
the luxury of the one produce half the evils of the inhu- 
manity of the other ? Certainly thofe philofophers who 
declaim againft luxury, have but little underftood it's 
benefits ; they feem infenfible that to luxury we owe* 
not only the greateft part of our knowledge, but even of 
our virtues. 

It may found fine in the mouth of a declaimer, when 
he talks of fubduing our appetites, of teaching every 
fenfe to be content with a bare fufficiency, and of fup- 
ply ing only the wants of nature ; but is there not more 
fatisfa&ion in indulging thofe appetites, if with innocence 
and fafety, than in reftraining them ? Am not I better 
pleafed in enjoyment, than in the fullen fatisfadion of 
thinking that I can live without enjoyment ? The more 
various our artificial neceflities, the wider is our circle of 
pleafure; for all pleafure con fills in obviating neceflities 
as they rife; luxury, therefore, as it increafes our wants, 
increafes our capacity for happinefs. 

Examine the hiftory of any country remarkable for 
opulence and wifdom, you will find they would never 
have been wife, had they not been firft luxurious; you 
will find poets, philofophers, $nd even patriots, marching 
in luxury's train. The reafdn is obvious; we then only 
are curious after knowledge, when we find it connefted 
with fenfual happinefs. The fenfes ever point out the 
way, and refle&ion comments upon the difcovery. 
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Inform a native of the defert of Kobi of the exafi 
meafure of the parallax of the moon, he finds no 
fatisfa£lion at all in the information ; he wonders how 
any could take fuch pains, and lay out fuch treafures in 
order to folve fo ufelefs a difficulty ; but conneft it with 
his happinefs, by fliewing that it improves navigation, 
that by fuch an inveftigation he may have a warmer coat, 
abetter gun, or a finer knife, and he is inftantly in 
raptures at fo great an improvement. In fliort, we only 
defire to know what we defire to poflefs ; and whatever 
we may talk againft it, luxury adds the fpur to curiofityv 
and gives us a defire of becoming more wife. 

But not our knowledge only but our virtues are 
improved by luxury. Obferve the brown favage of 
Thibet, to whom the fruits of the fpreading pomegranate 
fupply food, and its branches an habitation : fuch a cha- 
rafter has few vices I grant, but thofe he has are of the 
moll hideous nature ; rapine and cruelty are fc^rce crimes 
in his eye ; neither pity nor tendernefs, which enoble 
every virtue, have any place in his heart ; he hates his 
enemies, and kills thofe he fubdues. On the other hand, 
the polite Chinefe and civilized European, feem even to 
love their enemies. I havejuft now feen an inftance, 
where the Englifh have fuccoured thofe enemies whom 
their own countrymen have a£tually refufed to relieve. 

The greater the luxuries of every country, the more 
clofely, politically fpeaking, is that country united. Lux- 
ury is the child of fociety alone, the luxurious man Hands 
in need of athoufand different artifts to furnilh out his 
happinefs ; it is more likely, therefore, that he fliould be 
a good citizen, who is connefted by motives of felf-in- 
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tereft with Ho many, than the abftemious man, wha» 
united to none. 

In whatfoever light, therefore, we confider luxury, 
whether as employing a number of hands naturally too 
feeble for more laborious employment, as finding a va- 
riety of occupations for others who might be totally idle, 
or as furnilhing out new inlets to happinefs, without en- 
croaching on mutual property ; in whatever light we re- 
gard it, we mail have reafon to ftand up in its defence, 
and the fentiment of Confucius ftill remains unfhaken, 
" That we mould enjoy as many of the luxuries of life 
as are confiftent with our own fafety, and the profperity 
of others ; and that he who finds out a new pleafure, is 
one of the molt ufeful members of fociety." 



LETTER XII. 



TO THE SAMI. 



Jl ROM the funeral folemnities of the Daures, whd 
think themfelves the politeft people in the world, I muft 
take a tranfition to the funeral folemnities of the Englifli, 
who think themfelves as polite as they. The numberlefs 
ceremonies which are ufed here when a perfon is fick, 
appear to me fo many evident marks of fear and appre. 
henfion. Afk an Englilhman, however, whether he it 
afraid of death, and he boldly anfwers in the negative ; 
but obferve his behaviour in circumftances of approach- 
ing ficknefs, and you will find his actions give his a& 
fertion the lie. 
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The Chinefe are very fincere in this refpeft ; they hate 
to die, and they confefs their terrors; a great part of 
their life is fpent in preparing things proper for their fu- 
neral ! a poor artizan (hall fpend half his income in pro- 
viding himfelf a tomb twenty years before he wants it ; 
and denies himfelf the neceflaries of life, that he may be 
amply provided for when he (hall want them no more. 

But people of diftin&ion in England really deferve 
pity, for they die in circumftances of the molt extreme 
diflxefs. It is an eftabliflied rule, never to let a man 
know that he is dying ; phyficians are fent for, the clergy 
are called, and every thing pafles in filent folemnity 
round the fick bed ; the patient is in agonies, looks round 
for pity, yet not a fingle creature will fay that he is dy- 
ing. If he is poffefled of fortune, his relations entreat him 
to make his will, as it may reftore the tranquillity of his 
mind. He is defired to undergo the rites of the church, 
for decency requires it* His friends take their leave, 
only becaufe they don't care to fee him in pain : in fhort, 
an hundred ftratagems are ufed to make him do what he 
might have been induced to perform only by being told, 
• — Sir, you are paft all hopes, and had as good think de- 
cently of dying. 

Befides all this, the chamber is darkened, the whole 
houfe echoes to the .cries of the wife, the lamentations 
of the children, the grief of the fervants, and the fighs 
of friends. The bed is furrounded with priefts and doc- 
tors in black, and only flambeaux emit a yellow gloom. 
Where is the man, howjntrepid foever, that would not 
(brink at fuch a hideous folemnity ? For fe*r of affright- 
ing their expiring friends, the Englifli practice all that 
can fill them with terror. Strange effect of human 

X>3 



3 8 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

prejudice, thus to torture merely from miftaken ten- 
dernefs ! 

You fee, my friend, what contradictions there are in 
the tempers of thofe iflanders; when prompted by 
ambition, revenge, or difappointment, they meet death 
with the utmolt refolution ; the very man who in his bed 
would have trembled at the afpeft of a doftor, (hall go 
with intrepedity to attack a baftion, or deliberately noofe 
himfelf up in his garters. 

The paflion of the Europeans for magnificent inter- 
ments is equally ftrong with that of the Chinefe. When 
a trade f man dies, his frightful face is painted up by an 
tmdertaker, and placed in a proper fituation to receive 
company : this is called lying in llate. To this dif- 
agreeable fpeclacle all the idlers in town flock, and learn 
to loathe.the wretch dead whom they defpifed when living. 
Jn this manner you fee fome who would have refufed a 
Shilling to fave the life of their deareft friend, bellow 
thoufands on adorning their putrid corpfe. I have been 
told of a fellow, who grew rich by the price of blood, 
left it in his will that he mould lie in Hate, and- thus 
unknowingly gibbeted himfelf into infamy, when he 
might have otherwife quietly retired into oblivion. 

When the perfon is buried, the next care is to make 
his epitaph ; they are generally reckoned bell which 
flatter moll : fuch relations, therefore, as have received 
moll benefits from the defunft, difcharge this friendly 
office, and generally flatter in proportion to their joy. 
When we read thofe monumental hiltories of the dead, 
it may be jultly faid, that all men are equal in the dull ; 
for they all appear equally remarkable for being the moll 
fincere chrillians, the moll benevolent neighbours, and 
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the honefteft men of their time. To go through an Eu- 
ropean country, one would be apt to wonder how man- 
kind could have fo bafely degenerated from fuch excel- 
lent anceftors : every tomb pretends to claim your reve- 
rence and regret : fome are praifed for piety in thofe 
inscriptions, who never entered the temple until they 
were dead ; fome are praifed for being excellent poets* 
who were never mentioned, except for their dulnefs, 
when living ; others for fublime orators, who were never 
noted except for their impudence ; and others ftill for 
military achievements, who were never in any other 
Ikirmilhes but with the watch. Some even make epi- 
taphs for themfelves, and befpeak the reader's good will. 
It were, indeed, to. be wifhed, that every man would 
early learn in this manner to make his own ; that he 
he would draw it up in terms as flattering as poflible, and 
that he would make it the employment of his whole life 
to deferve it. 

I have not yet been in a place called Weftminfter 
Abbey, but foon intend to vifit it. There I am told I 
lhall fee juftice done to deceafed merit: none, I am told, 
are permitted to be buried there, but fuch as have 
adorned, as well as improved, mankind. There no in- 
truders, by the influence of friends or fortune, prefume 
to mix their unhallowed allies with philofophers, heroes, 
and poets. Nothing but true merit has a place in that 
awful fan£tuary : the guardianfhip of the tombs is com- 
mitted to feveral reverend priefts, who are never guilty, 
for a fuperior reward, of taking down the names of 
good men to make room for others of equivocal cha- 
racter, nor ever profane the facred walls with pageants, 
that pofterity cannot know, or {hall blufli to own. 

D 4 
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I always was of opinion, that fepulchral honours of 
this kind fliould be confidered as a national concern, and 
not trufted to the care of the priefts of any country, how 
refpe&able foever; but from the conduct of the reverend 
perfonages, whofe difinterefted patriotifm I (hall (hortly 
be able to difcover, I am taught to retratt my former 
fentiments. It is true, the Spartans and the Perfians 
made a fine political ufe of fepulchral vanity ; they per- 
mitted none to be thus interred who had not fallen in the 
vindication of their country : a monument thus became 
a real mark of diftin&ion ; it nerved the hero's arm 
with ten-fold vigor; and he fought without fear who 
only fought for a grave. Farewell, 



LETTER XIII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



I 



AM juft returned from Weftminfter Abbey, the 
place of fepulture for the philofophers, heroes, and 
kings of England. What a gloom do monumental in- 
fcriptions, and all the venerable remains of deceafed 
merit infpire ! Imagine a temple marked with the hand 
of antiquity, folemn as religious awe, adorned with all 
the magnificence of barbarous profufion, dim windows, 
fretted pillars, long colonades, and dark ceilings. Think 
then, what were my fenfations at being introduced to 
fuch a fcene. I ftood in the midft of the temple, and 
threw my eyes round on the walls filled with the ftatues, 
the inscriptions, and the monuments of the dead. 
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Alas ! I faid to myfelf, how does pride attend the puny 
child of duft even to the grave ! Even humble as I am, 
Ixpoffefs more confequence in the prefent fcene, than 
thegreateft hero of them all; they have toiled for an 
hour to gain a tranfient immortality, and are at length 
retired to the grave, where they have no attendent but 
the worm, none to flatter but the epitaph. 

As I was indulging fuch reflections, a gentleman 
drefled in black, perceiving me to be a ftranger, came 
up, entered into converfation, and politely offered to be 
my inftruftor and guide through the temple. " If any 
monument (faid he) fliould particularly excite your 
curiofity, I fliall endeavour to fatisfy your demands." I 
accepted with thanks the gentleman's offer, adding, that , 
** I was come to obferve the policy, the wifdom, and 
the juftice of the Englifh, in conferring rewards upon 
deceafed merit. If adulation like this, continued I, be 
properly conducted, as it can no wife injure thofe who 
are flattered, fo it may be a glorious incentive to thofe 
who are now capable of enjoying it. It is the duty of 
every good government to turn this monumental pride to 
its own advantage, to become ftrong in the aggregate, 
from the weaknefs of the individual. If none but the 
truly great have a place in this awful repofitory, a temple 
like this will give the flneft leffons of morality, and be* 
a ftrong incentive to a true ambition. I am told, that 
none have a place here but characters of the moil dif- 
iinguiihed merit." The man in black feemed im- 
patient at my obfervations, fo I difcontinued my remarks, 
and we walked on together to take a view of every 
particular monument in order as it lay. 
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As the eye is naturally caught by the fineft objefts, I 
could not avoid being particularly curious about one mo- 
nument, which appeared more beautiful than the reft* 
44 That ((aid I to my guide) I take to be the tomb of fome 
very great man : by the peculiar excellence of the work- 
roanfhip, and the magnificence of the defign, this muft 
be a trophy raifed to the memory of fome king, who has 
(aved his country from ruin, or law-giver, who has redu- 
ced his fellow citizens from anarchy into juft fubje&ion.'' 
" It is not requifite (replied my companion, failing) to 
have fuch qualifications, in order to have a very fine 
monument here. More humble abilities will fuffice." 
" What, I fuppofe then, the gaining two or three battles, 
or the taking half a fcore towns, is thought a fufficient 
qualification ?" " Gaining battles or taking towns, (re- 
plied the man in black,) may be of fervice ; but a gen- 
tleman may have a very fine monument here, without 
ever feeing a battle or a fiege." " This then, is the mo- 
nument of fome poet, I prefume ; of one whofe wit has 
gained him immortality V* " No, Sir, (replied my 
guide,) the gentleman who lies here never made verfes ; 
and as for wit, he defpifed it in others, becaufe he had 
none himfelf.". Pray tell me then in a word, (faid I, 
peeviflily,) what is the great man who lies here particu- 
larly remarkable for?" " Remarkable, Sir! (faid my 
companion,) why, Sir, the gentleman that lies here is 

remarkable for a tomb in Weftminfter Abbey." 

" But, head of my anceftors! how has he got here ? I 
fancy he could never bribe the guardians of the temple to 
give him a place: fhould he not be afhamed to be feen 
among company, where even moderate merit would 
look like infamy ?" " I fuppofe, (replied the man in 
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i)lack,) the gentleman was rich, and his friends, as it 
ufual in fuch a cafe, told him he was great. He readily 
believed them ; the guardians of the temple, as they got 
by the felf-delufion, were ready to believe him too ; fo 
he paid his money for a fine monument ; and the work* 
man, as you fee, has made him one of the mod beau* 
tiful. Think not, however, that this gentleman is An- 
gular in his defire of being buried among the great ; 
there are feveral others in the temple, who, hated and 
fliunned by the great while alive, have come here, fully 
refolved to keep them company now they are dead." 

As we walked along to a particular part of the temple, 
" There, (fays the gentleman, pointing with his finger,) 
that is the poets' corner ; there you fee the monument! 
of Shakefpeare, and Milton, and Prior, and Drayton.** 
** Drayton, (I replied,} I never heard of him before ; 
but I have been told of one Pope, is he there ?" " It is 
time enough, (replied my guide,) thefe hundred years ; 
he is not long dead, people have not done hating him 
yet." " Strange, (cried I,) can any be found to hate a 
man whofe life was wholly fpent in entertaining and 
inftrufting his fellow creatures ?" " Yes, (fays my 
guide,) they hate him for that very reafon. There are 
a fet of men, called anfwerers of books, who take upon 
them to watch the republic of letters, and di (tribute re- 
putation by the meet ; they fomewhat refemble the eu- 
nuchs in a feraglio, who are incapable of giving pleafure 
themfelves, and hinder thofe that would. Thefe anfwer* 
have no other employment but to cry out Dunce and 
Scribbler, to praife the dead, and revile the living, to 
grant a man of confefled abilities fome fmall {hare of 
merit, to applaud twenty blockheads, in order to gain 
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the reputation of candour, and to revile the moral cha- 
racter of the man whofe writings they cannot injure. 
Such wretches are kept in pay by fome mercenary 
bookfeller, or more frequently the bookfeller himfelf 
takes this dirty work off their hands, as all that is re- 
quired is to be very abufive and very dull : every poet 
of any genius is fure to find fuch enemies ; he feels, 
though he feems to defpife their malice ; they make him 
miferable here, and in the purfuit of empty fame, at 
laft he gains folid anxiety." 

" Has this been the cafe with every poet I fee here ?.'• 
cried I. — " Yes, with every mother's fon of them, (re- 
plied he,) except he happened to be born a mandarine* 
If he has much money, he may buy reputation from 
your book anfwerers, as well as a monument from the 
guardians of the temple." 

" But are there not fome men of diftinguiflied tafte, 
as in China, who are willing to patronize men of me- 
rit, and foften the rancour of malevolent dulnefs ?" 

44 I own there are many, (replied the man in black J 
but, alas ! Sir, the book-anfwerers croud about them, 
and call themfelves the writers of books ; and the pa- 
tron is too indolent to diftinguifh : thus poets are kept 
at a di fiance, while their enemies eat up all their re- 
wards at the mandarine's table." 

leaving this part of the temple, we made up to an iron 
gate, through which my companion told me we were to 
pafs, in order to fee the monuments of the kings. Accor- 
dingly I marched up without further ceremony, and was 
going to enter, when a perfon who held the gate in hb 
hand told me I muft pay firft ; I was furprifed at fuch a de- 
mand, and afked the man whether the people of England 
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kept a (how ? Whether the paltry fum he demanded was 
not a national reproach ? Whether it was not more to the 
honour of the country to let their magnificence or their 
antiquities be openly feen, than thus meanly to tax a 
curiofity which tended to their own honour ? " As for 
your queftions (replied the gate-keeper) to be fure they 
may be very right, becaufe I don't underftand them ; but 
as for that three-pence, I farm it, from one who rents it 
from another, who hires it from a third, who leafes it 
from the guardians of the temple, and we all muft live. 
I expected, upon paying here, to fee fomething extraor- 
dinary, fince what I have feen for nothing filled me with 
fo much furprife; but in this I was difappointed! there 
•was little more within than black coffins, rufty armour, 
tattered ftandards, and fome few flovexily figures in wax. 
I was forry I had paid, but I comforted myfelf by con- 
fidering it would be my laft payment. A perfon attend- 
ed us, who, without once bluming, told an hundred, 
lies : he talked of a lady who died by pricking her fin- 
ger, of a king with a golden head, and twenty fuch pieces 
of abfurdity; — " Look ye there, gentlemen (fays he, point* 
ing to an old oak chair) there's a curiofity for you; in that 
chair the kings of England were crowned; you fee alfo a 
(lone underneath, and that ftone is Jacob's pillow." I 
could fee no curiofity either in the oak chair or the ftone ; 
could I, indeed, behold one of the old kings of England 
feated in this, or Jacob's head laid upon the other, thers 
might be fomething curious in the fight, but in the pre- 
sent cafe, there was no more reafon for my furprife, than 
if 1 (hould pick a ftone from the ftreets, and call it a 
curiofity, merely becaufe one of their kings happened to 
iread upon it as he paffed in a proceffion. 
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From hence our conduftor led us through feveral dark 
walks and winding ways, uttering lies, talking to him- 
felf, and flourifhing a wand which he held in his hand. 
He reminded me of the black magicians of Kobi. Af- 
ter we had been almoft fatigued with a variety of objefts, 
he, at lad defired me to confider attentively at a certain 
fuit of armour, which feemed to fliew nothing remark- 
able. " This armour, (faid he,) belonged to General 
Monk." " Very furprifing that a general (hould wear 
armour !" " And pray, (added he,) obferve this cap, 
this is General Monk's cap." " Very ftrange, indeedt 
very ftrange, that a general fiiould have a cap alfo ! 
Pray, friend, what might this cap have coft originally?" 
" That, Sir, (fays he,) I don't know, but this cap is all 
the wages I have for my trouble." " A very fmall re- 
compence, truly," faid I. — " Not fo very fmall, (replied 
he,) for every gentleman puts fome money into it, and 
I fpend the money." " What more money ! ftill more 
money !" " Every gentleman gives fomething, Sir." 
" I'll give thee nothing, (returned I,) the guardians of the 
temple (hould pay you your wages, friend, and not per- 
mit you to fqueeze thus from every fpeflator. When 
we pay our money at the door to fee a fbow, we never 
give more as we are going out. Sure the guardians of 
the temple can never think they get enough, Shew me 
the gate; if I ftay longer, I may probably meet with 
more of thofe ecclefiaftical beggars." 

Thus leaving the temple precipitately I returned to my 
lodgings, in order to ruminate over what was great, and 
to defpife what was mean in the occurrences of the day. 
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LETTER XIV. 



FROM THE SAME. 



I 



Was fome days ago agreeably furprifed by a meflage 
from a lady of diftin&ion, who fent me word, that flie 
moil paffionately defired the pleafure of my acquaintance, 
and with the utmoft impatience expefted an interview. 
I will not deny, my dear Fum Hoam, but that my vani- 
ty was raifed at fuch an invitation ; I flattered myfelf that 
(he had feen me in fome public place, and had conceived 
an affeSion for my perfon, which thus induced her to 
deviate from the ufual decorums of the fex. My imagi- 
nation painted her in all the bloom of youth and beauty. 
I fancied her attended by the loves and graces ; and I fet 

* 

out with the moft pleafing expectations of feeing the con- 
queft I had made. 

When I was introduced into her apartment, my expec- 
tations were quickly at an end; I perceived a little fliri- 
velled figure, indolently reclined on a fofa, who nodded 
by way of approbation at my approach. This, as I was af- 
terwards informed, was the lady herfelf, a woman equal- 
ly diftinguifhed for rank, politenefs, tafte, and under- 
(landing. As I was dreffed after the faihion of Europe, 
(he had taken me for an Englifliman, and confequently 

» 

faluted me in her ordinary manner : but when the foot- 
man informed her Grace that I was the gentleman from 
China, flie in ftantly lifted herfelf from the couch, while 
her eyes fparkled with unufual vivacity. " Blefs me ! can 
this be the gentleman that was borne fo far from home! 
What an unufual fliare of fomethingnefs in his whole ap* 
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pearance ? Lord, how I am charmed with the outlandilh 
cut of his face ! how bewitching the exotic breadth ot 
his forehead ! I would give the world to fee him in his 
own country drefs. Pray turn about, Sir, and let me fee; 
you behind. There ! there's a travelled air for you ! 
You that attend there, bring up a plate of beef cut into 
fmall pieces ; I have a violent paflion to fee him eat* 
Pray, Sir, have you got your chop fticks about you ? It 
will be fo pretty to fee the meat carried to the mouth 
with a jerk. Pray fpeak a little Chinefe: I have learned 
fome of the language myfelf. Lord, have you nothing 
pretty from China about you ; fomething that one does 
not know what to do with ? I have got twenty things 
from China that are of no ufe in the world. Look at 
thofe jars, are they of the right pea green ? thefe are the 
furniture^" — " Dear Madam, (faid I,) thofe, though 
they may appear fine in your eyes, are but paltry to a 
Chinefe ; but as they are ufeful utenfils, it is proper 
they (hould have a place iri every apartment." " Ufe- 
ful ! Sir, (replied the lady,) fure you miilake, they are 
of no ufe in the world." " What ! are they not filled 
with an infufion of tea, as in China?" replied I. — 
" Quite empty and ufelefs, upon my honour, Sir." 
M Then they are the moll cumbrous and clumfy furni- 
ture in the world, as nothing is truly elegant but what 
unites ufe with beauty." " I proteft (fays the lady) I 
(hall begin to fufpeS thee of being an aftual barbarian. 
I fuppofe alfo you hold my two beautiful pagods in 
contempt." " What! (cried I,) has Fohi fpread hi* 
grofs fuperftition here alfo ? Pagods of all kinds are my 
averfion." 4< A Chinefe, a traveller, and want tafte! it 
furprifes me. Pray, Sir, examine the beauties of that 
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Chinefe temple which you fee at the end of the garden. 
Is there any thing in China more beautiful ?" " Where I 
Hand I fee nothing, Madam, at the end of the garden, that 
may not as well be called an Egyptian pyramid as a 
Chinefe temple ; for that little building in view is as like 
the one as the other." " What ! Sir, is not that a Chinefe 
temple? you muft furely be miflaken; Mr. Freeze, 
who defigned it, calls it one, and nobody difputes hi* 
pretentions to tafte." I now found it in vain to contradift 
the lady in any thing flie thought fit to advance ; 
fo was refolved rather to aft the difcipl# than the 
inftruftor. She took me through feveral rooms, all 
furnifhed, as flie. told me, in the Chinefe manner; 
fprawling dragons, fquatting pagods, and clumfy manda-- 
rines, were ftuck upon every flielf: in turning round, 
one muft have ufed caution not to demolilh a part of 
the precarious furniture. 

In a houfe like this, thought I, one muft live conti- 
nually upon the watch ; the inhabitant muft referable a 
knight in an enchanted caftle, who expects to meet an 
adventure at every turning. " But, Madam* (faid I,) 
do no accidents ever happen to all this finery ?" " Man, 
Sir, (replied the lady,) is born to misfortunes; and it is 
but fit I fliould have a (hare. Three weeks ago, a care - 
lefs fervant fnapped off the head of a favourite man- 
darine : I had fcarce done grieving for that, , when a 
monkey broke; a beautiful jar; this I took the more to 
heart, as the injury was done me by a friend : however, 
I furvived the calamity ; when yefterday cralh went half 
a dozen dragons upon the marble hearth ftone ; and yet 
I live : I furvive it all : you can't conceive what cdm- 
fort I find under afflictions from philofophy. There is : 
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Seneca and Bolingbroke, and fome others, who guide 
me through life, and teach me to fupport its calamities." 
—I could not but fmile at a woman, who makes her 
own misfortunes, and then deplores the miferies of her 
(ituation. Wherefore, tired of a&ing with diffimulation, 
and willing to indulge my meditations in folitude, 1 
took leave juft as the fervant was bringing in a plate of 
beef, purfuant to the direction of his miftrefe. Adieu. 



LETTER XV. 



FROM THE SAME. 



T, 



H E better fort here pretend to the utmoft companion 
for animals of every kind. To hear them fpeak, a Aran- 
ger would be apt to imagine, they could hardly hurt the 
gnat that Aung them ; they feem fo tender and fo full of 
pity, that one would take them for the harmlefs friends 
of the whole creation ; the protestors of the meaneft in. 
fe& or reptile that was privileged with exiflence. And 
yet, would you believe it, I have feen the very men, 
who halve thus boafied of their tendernefs, at the fame 
time devouring the flefh of fix different animals to (Ted 
up in a fricafee. Strange contrariety of conduft ; they 
pity, and they eat the obje&s of their compaflion. The 
lion roars with terror over its captive; the tyger fends 
forth its hideous fliriek to intimidate its prey ; no creature 
(hews any fondnefs for its fliort-lived prifoner, excfcpt a 
man and a cat. 

Man was born to live with innocence and fimplicity, 
but he has deviated from nature : he was born to {hare 
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the bounties of heaven, but he has monopolized them ; 
he was born to govern the brute creation, but he is be- 
come their tyrant. If an epicure now mould happen to 
forfeit on his laft night's feaft, twenty animals the next 
day are to undergo the moft exquifite torture, in order 
to provoke his appetite to another guilty meal. Hail ( 
O ye fimple, honeft b ram ins of the Eaft ! ye inoffenfive 
friends of all that were born to happinefs as well as you ! 
you never fought a fliort-lived pleafure from the miferies 
of other creatures; you never ftudied the tormenting 
arts of ingenious refinement ; you never forfeited upon a 
guilty meal. How much more purified and refined are 
«all your fenfations than ours ! you diftinguifli every ele- 
ment with the utmoft precifion ; a ftream untafted before 
is new luxury, a change of air is a new banquet, too 
refined for wcftern imaginations to conceive. 

Though the Europeans do not hold the tranfmigration 
of fouls, yet one of their do&ors has, with great force of * 
argument, and great plaufibility of reafoning, endea- 
voured to prove, that the bodies of animals are the habi- 
tations of daemons and wicked fpirits, which are obliged 
to refide in thefe prifons, till the reforreftion pronounces 
their everlafting puniftiment; but are previoufly con- 
demned to fofFer all the pains and hardlhips inflifted 
upon them by man, or by each other here. If this be 
the cafe, it may frequently happen, that while we whip 
pigs to death, or boil live lobfters, we are putting fome 
old acquaintance, fome near relation, to excruciating 
tortures, and are ferving him up to the very fame table 
where he was once the moft welcome companion. * 

** Kabul (fays the Zendavefta) was born on the rufhy 
banks of the river Mawra; his poffeflions were great, 

£2 
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and his luxuries kept pace with the affluence of his fortune* 
he hated the harmlefs bramins, and defpifed their holy 
religion ; every day his table was decked out with the 
flefh of an hundred different animals, and his cooks had 
an hundred different ways of dreffing it, to folicit even 
fatiety. 

" Notwithftanding all his eating, he did not arrive at 
old age ; he died of a furfeit, caufed by intemperance ; 
upon this, his foul was carried off, in order to take its 
trial before a feleft affembly of the fouls of thofe animals 
which his gluttony had caufed to be flain, and who were 
now appointed his judges. 

" He trembled before a tribunal, to every member of 
which he had formerly afted as an unmerciful tyrant; he 
fought for pity, but found none difpofed to grant it. 
Does he not remember, cries the angry boar, to what 
agonies I was put, not to fatisfy his hunger, but his 
vanity? I was firft hunted to death, and my flefli 
fcarce thought worthy of coming once to his table. Were 
my advice followed, he fhould do penance in the fhape 
of an hog, which in life he moil refembled. 

" I am rather (cries a flieep upon the bench) for 
having him fuffer under the appearance of a lamb; we 
may then fend him through four or five tranfmigrations 
in the fpace of a month.' * Were my voice of any weight 
in the affembly (cries a calf) he mould rather affume 
fuch a form as mine; I was bled every day, in order to 
make my flefli white, and at laft killed without mercy.' 
' Would it not be wifer (cries a hen) to cram him in the 
fhape»of a fowl, and then fmother him in his own blood 
as I was ferved ?' The majority of the affembly were 
pleafed wijth this .punifhment, and were going to con- 
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demn him without further delay, when the ox rofe up to 
give his opinion. * I am informed (fays this counfellor) 
that the prifoner at the bar has left a wife with child 
behind him : by my knowledge in divination, I forfee 
that this child will be a fon, decrepit, feeble, fickly, a 
plague to himfelf and all about him. What fay you 
then, my companions, if we condemn the father to ani- 
mate the body of his own fon ; and by this means make 
him feel in himfelf thofe miferies his intemperance muft 
otherwife have entailed upon his pofterity ?' The whole, 
court applauded the ingenuity of his torture ; they 
thanked him for his advice. Kabul was driven once 
more to revifit the earth ; and hi$ foul, in the body of his 
own fon, pafled a period of thirty years, loaded with mi* 
iery, anxiety, and difeafe." 



LETTER XVI. 



FROM THfe SAME. 



I 



V 
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Know not whether I am more obliged to the Chinefe 
miflionaries for the inftruclion I have received from 
them, or prejudiced by the falfehoods they have made 
me believe. By them I was told that the Pope was uni. 
verfally allowed to be a man, and placed at the head of 
the church ; in England, however, they plainly prove 
him to be a whore in man's clothes, and often burn him 
in effigy as an impoftor. A thoufand books have been 
written on either fide of the queftion ; priefts are eter- ^ 
nally difputing againft each other, and thofe mouths that ^ , 
want argument are filled with abufe. Which party muft 
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I believe, or (hall I give credit to neither ? When I fur- 
vey the abfurdities and falfehoods with which the book* 
of the Europeans are filled, I thank heaven for having 
been born in China, and that I have fagacity enough to 
detect impofture. 

The Europeans reproach us with falfe hiftory and fa- 
bulous chronology ; how (hould they blufh to fee their 
own books, many of which are written by the doctors of 
their religion, filled with the moil monfirous fables, and 
attefted with the utmoft folemnity. The bounds of a let- 
ter do not permit me to mention all the abfurdities of 
this kind, which in my reading I have met with. I (hall 
confine myfelf to the accounts which fome of their letter- 
ed men give of the perfons of fome of the inhabitants on 
our globe. And not fatisfied with mod folemn affevera- 
tions, they fometimes pretend to have been eye-witneffes 
of what they defcribe. 

A Chriftian doctor, in one of his principal perform- 
ance,* fays, that it was not impoffible for a whole nation 
to have but one eye in the middle of the forehead. He 
is not fatisfied with leaving it in doubt; but in another 
work t affaires us, that the faft was certain, and that he 
himfelf -was an eye-witnefs of it. " When (fays he) I 
took a journey into Ethiopia, in company with feveral 
other fervants of Chrift, in order to preach the gofpel 
there, I beheld in the fouthern provinces of that coun- 
try a nation which had only one eye in the micjft of 
their foreheads." 

* Auguftin, de Civit. Dei, lib. xvi. p. 482. 
i Id. ad fratres in Ercmo, Serm. xxxvii. 
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You will, no doubt, be furprifed, Reverend Fum,with 
this author's effrontery; but, alas ! he is not alone in this 
ftory; he has only borrowed it from feveral others who 
wrote before him. Solinus creates another nation of 
.Cyclops, the Arimafpians, who inhabit thofe countries 
that border on the Cafpian fea. This author goes on to 
tell us of a people of India, who have but one leg and one 
eye^ and yet are extremely aftive, run with great fwift- 
nefs, and live by hunting. Thefe people we fcarce know 
how to pity or admire; but the men whom Pliny calls 
Cynamolci, who have got the head of dogs, really deferve 
your compaflion. Inftead of language they exprefs their 
Xentiments by barking. Solinus confirms what Pliny 
mentions ; and Simon Mayole, a French bifhop, talks of 
them as of particular and familiar acquaintance. " After 
pafling the deferts of Egypt, (fays he) we met with the 
the Kunokephaloi, who inhabit thofe regions that border 
on Ethiopia: they live by hunting; they cannot fpeak, 
but whittle; their chins refemble a ferpent's head; their 
hands are armed with long fharp claws; their breaft re- 
fembles that of a greyhound; and they excel in fwiftnefs 
and agility." Would you think it, my friend, that thefe 
odd kind of people are, notwithftanding their figure, ex- 
ceflively delicate ? not even an alderman's wife, or Chi- 
*iefe mandarine, can excel them in this particular. " Thefe 
people, (continue our faithful bifliop,) never refufe wine; 
Jove roaft and boiled meat; they are particularly curious 
in having their meat well dreffed, and fpurn at it if in 
ffie leaft tainted. When the Ptolemies reigned in Egypt 
(fays he, a little farther on) thofe men with dogs heads 
taught Grammar and Mufic." For men who had no 
voices to teach mufic, and who could not fpeak, to teach 
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grammar, is, I confefs, a little extraordinary. Did ever 
the difciples of Fohi broach any thing more ridiculous ? 

Hitherto we have feen men with heads ftrangely de- 
formed, and with dogs heads; but what would you fay 
if you heard of men without any heads at all. Pom- 
ponius Mela, Solinus, and Aulus Gellius, defcribethem 
to our hand. " The Blemiae have a nofe, eyes, and 
mouth on their breafts j or, as others will have it, placed 
on their moulders." 

One would think that thefe authors had an antipathy 
to the human form, and were refolved to make a new 
figure of their own : but let us do them juftice; though 
they fometimes deprive us of a leg, an arm, an head, or 
fome fuch trifling part of the body, they often as liberally 
bellow upon us fomething that we wanted before. Si- 
mon Mayole feems our particular friend in this relpeft ; 
if he has denied heads to one part of mankind, he has 
given tails to another. He defcribes many of the Englifh 
of his time, which is not more than an hundred years 
ago, as having tails. His own words are as follow : 
** In England there are fome families which have tails, 
as a punifhment for deriding an Auguftin Friar fent by 
St. Gregory, and who preached in Dorfetfliire : they 
Tewed the tails of different animals tp his clothes ; but foon 
they found thofe tails entailed on them and their pofterity 
for ever. ,, It is certain, the author had fome ground for 
this defcription ; many of the Englifh wear tails to their 
wigs to this very day, as a mark, I fuppofe, of the an- 
tiquity of their families, and perhaps as a fymbol of 
thofe tails with which they were formerly diftinguifced 
by nature. 
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You fee, my friend, there is nothing fo ridiculous 
that has not at fome time been faid by fome philofopher. 
The writers of books in Europe feem to think themfelvei 
authorifed to fay what they pleafe ; and an ingenious phi- 
lofopher among them* has openly a (felted, that he would 
undertake to perfuade the whole republic of readers, to 
believe, that the fun was neither the caufe of light nor 
heat, if he could only get fix philofophers on his fide* 
farewell. 



LETTER XVII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



W, 



ERE an Afiatic politician to read the treaties of 
peace and friendfhip that have been annually making, for 
more than an hundred years, among the inhabitants of 
Europe, he would probably be furprifed how it fhould 
ever happen, that chriftian princes could quarrel among 
each other. Their compafts for peace are drawn up with 
the utmoft precifion, and ratified with the greateft folem- 
nity ; to thefe each party promifes a fincere and invio- 
lable obedience, and all wear the appearance of open 
friendftiip and unreferved reconciliation. 

Yet, notwithftanding thofe treaties, the people of Eu- 
rope are almoft continually at war. There is nothing 
more eafy than to break a treaty, ratified in all the ufual 
forms, and yet neither party be the aggreffor. One fide, 
for inftance, breaks a trifling article by miftake ; the op- 
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polite party upon ibis makes ar finall but premeditated re- 
prifal ; this brings on a return of greater from the other ; 
both fides complain of injuries and infra&ions ; war i* 
declared; they heat, are beaten; fome two or three hun- 
dred thoufand men are killed ; they grow tired, . leave off 
juft where they began ; and fo'fit coolly down to make 
new treaties. 

The Englifh and French feem to place themfelves fore- 
mod among the champion ftates of Europe. Though, 
parted by a narrow fea, yet are they entirely of oppofite 
characters ; and from their vicinity, are taught to fear 
and admire each other. They are at prefent engaged in- 
a very deftruftive war, have already fpilled much blood, 
are exce (lively irritated ; and all upon account of on§ 
fide's de firing to wear greater quantities of furs than the 
other* 

The pretext of the war is about fome lands a thoufand 
leagues off ; a country, cold, defolate r and hideous ; a 
country belonging to a people who were in pofleflion for 
time immemorial. The favagesof Canada claim a pro- 
perty in the country in difpute ; they have all the pre« 
tenfions which long pofleflion can confer. Here they 
had reigned for ages without rivals in dominion, and 
knew no enemies but the prowling bear or infidious ty- 
ger ; their native forefts produced all the neceflaries of 
life, and they found ample luxury in the enjoyment. In 
this manner they might have continued to live to eternity, 
had not the Englifli been informed, that thofe countries 
produced furs in great abundance. From that moment 
the country became an objeQ: of defire ; it was found 
that furs were things very much wanted in England ; the 
ladies edged fome of their clothes with furs, and muffs 
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were worn both by gentlemen and ladies. In fhort, furs 
were found indifpenfibly neceffary for the happinefs of 
the ftate ; and the king was consequently petitioned to 
grant, not only the country of Canada, but all the fa. 
vages belonging to it, to the fubjefts of England, in or- 
der to have the people fupplied with proper quantities of 
this neceffary commodity. 

So very reafonable a requeft was immediately complied 
with, and large colonies were fent abroad to procure furs, 
and take poffeffion. The French, who were equally in 
want of furs, (tor they are as fond of muffs and tippets as 
the Englifh,) made the very fame requeft to their mo- 
narch, and met with the fame gracious reception from 
their king, who generoufly granted what was not his to 
give. Wherever the French landed, they called the 
country their own; and the Englifh took poffeffion 
wherever they came, upon the fame equitable preten- 
tions. The harmlefs fa vages made no oppofition ; and, 
could the intruders have agreed together, they might 
peaceably have fliared this defolate country between 
them. But they quarrelled about the boundaries of 
their fettlements, about grounds and rivers, to which 
neither fide could (hew any other right than that of 
power, and which neither could occupy, but by ufur- 
pation. Such is the conteft, that no honeft man can 
heartily wifh fuccefs to either party. 

The war has continued for fome time with various 
fuccefs. At firft, the French feemed victorious; but 
the Englifh have of late difpoffeffed them of the whole 
country in difpute. Think not, however, that fuccefs 
on one fide is the harbinger of peace : on the contrary, 
both parties mult be heartily tired to affe& even a tern- 
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porary reconciliation. It (hould feem the bufinefs of the 
vi&orious party to offer terms of peace ; but there are 
many in England, who, encouraged by fuccefs, are ftill 
for protrafting the war. 

The beft Englifli politicians, however, are fenfible, 
that, to keep their prefent conquefts, would rather be a 
burthen than an advantage to them, rather a diminution 
of their ftrength than an increafe of power. It is in the 
politic, as in the human, conftitution ; if the limbs grow 
too large for the body, their fize, inftead of improving, 
will diminifli, the vigor of the whole. The colonies 
ftould always bear an exaft proportion to the mother 
country ; when they grow populous, they grow power- 
ful, and by becoming powerful, they become indepen- 
dent alfo. Thus, fubordination is deflroyed, and a 
country fw all owed up in the extent of its own domini - 
ons. The Turkifli empire would be more formidable, 
were it lefs extenfive : were it not for thofe countries, 
which it can neither command, nor give entirely away, 
which it is obliged to protect, but from which it has no 
power to extraft obedience. 

Yet, obvious as the truths are, there are many En- 
glishmen who* are for tranfplanting new colonies into 
this late acquifition, for peopling the deferts of America 
with the refufe of their countrymen, and (as they ex- 
prefs it) with the wafte of an exuberant nation. But 
who are thofe unhappy, creatures who are to be thus 
drained away ? Not the fickly, for they are unwelcome 
guefts abroad as well as at home : nor the idle, for they 
would flarve as well behind the Applachian mountains as 
in the ftreets of London. This refufe is compofed of 
the laborious and enterprifmg, of fuch men as can be 
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Serviceable to their country at home, of men who ought 
to be regarded as the finews of the people, and che- 
riflied with every degree of political indulgence. And 
what are the commodities which this colony, when eita- 
blifhed, are to produce in return ? Why, raw filk, hemp, 
and tobacco. England, therefore, mud make an ex- 
change of her beft and braveft fubje&s, for raw filk, 
hemp, and tobacco: her hardy veterans and honeft 
tradefmen mull be trucked for a box of fnuff or a filk 
petticoat. Strange abfurdity ! Sure the politics of the 
Daures are not more ft range, who fell their religion , 
their wives, and their liberty, for a glafs bead, or a 
paltry penknife. Farewell. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Jl H E Englifli love their wives with much paifion ; 
the Hollanders with much prudence. The Englifli, 
when they give their hands, frequently give their hearts ; 
the Dutch give the hand, but keep the heart wifely in v % 
their own pofleflion. The Englifli love with violence, 
and expeft violent love in return ; the Dutch are fatis- 
fied with the flighteft acknowledgements, for they give K> 

little away. The Englifli expend many of the matrimo- 
nial comforts in the firft year ; the Dutch frugally huf- 
band out their pleafures, and are always conftant, be. 
caufe they are always indifferent. 

There feems very little difference between a Dutch 
bridegroom and a Dutch hufband : both are equally 
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pofleffed of the fame cool unexpefling ferenity ; they 
can fee neither Elyfium nor Paradife behind the curtain ; 
and Yiffrow is not more a goddefs on the wedding night, 
than after twenty years matrimonial acquaintance. On 
the other hand, many of the Englifh marry, in order 
to have one happy month in their lives; they feem 
incapable of looking beyond that period; they unite 
4 in hopes of finding rapture, and, difappointed in that, 
difdain ever to accept of happinefs. From hence we 
fee open hatred enfue; or, what is worfe, concealed 
difguft, under the appearance of fulfome endearment. 
Much formality, great civility, and ftudied compli- 
ments, are exhibited in public; crofs looks, fulkjr 
filence, or open recrimination, fill up their hours of pri- 
vate entertainment. 

Hence I am taught, whenever I fes; a new-married 
couple more than ordinary fond before faces, to confider 
them as attempting to impofe upon the company or 
themfelves, either hating each other heartily, or con- 
fuming that ftock of love in the beginning of their courfe, 
-which (hould ferve them through their whole journey. 
Neither fide {hould expeft thofe inilances of kindnefs, 
which are inconftant with true freedom or happinefs to 
beftow. Love, when founded in the heart, will fliew 
itfelf in a thoufand unpremeditated fallies of fondnefs i 
but every -cool deliberate exhibition of the paflion, only 
argues little underftanding or great infincerity. 

Choang was the fondeft hufband, and Hanfi the mo ft 
endearing wife, in all the kingdom of Corea : they were 
a pattern of conjugal blifs; the inhabitants of the country 
around faw, and envied their felicity : wherever Choang 
eame, Hanfi was fure to follow ; and in all the pleafure* 
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*f Hanfi, Choang was admitted a partner. They walked 
hand in hand wherever they appeared, lhewing every 
mark of mutual fatisfaftion, embracing, kifling, their 
mouths were for ever joined, and to fpeak the language 
of anatomy, it was with them one perpetual anafto- 
fnofis. 

. Their love was fo great, that it was thought nothing 
could interrupt their mutual peace; when an accident 
happened, which, in fome meafure, diminifhed the 
hufband's aflurance of his wife's fidelity ; for love, fo 
refined as his, was fubjeft to a thoufand little difquie- 
tudes. 

Happening to go one day alone among the tombs that 
lay at fome di fiance from his houfe, he there perceived a 
lady dreffed in the deepeft mourning, (being clothed all 
over in white,) fanning the wet clay that was raifed over 
one of the graves with a large fan which (he held in her 
hand; Choang, who had early been taught wifdom in 
*he fchool of Lao, was unable to aflign a caufe for her 
prefent employment, and, coming up, civilly demanded 
the reafon. u Alas ! (replied the lady, her eyes bathed 
in tears,) how is is poffible to furvive the lofs of my 
hufband, who lies buried in this grave ? he was the beft of 
men, the tendered of hufbands ; with his dying breath, 
he bid me never marry again, till the earth over his grave 
fhould be dry ; and here you fee me fteadily refolving 
to obey his will, and endeayouring to dry it with my fan; 
I have employed two whole days in fulfilling his com* 
mands, and am determined not to marry till they are 
punctually obeyed, even thongh his grave fbould take 
«p four days in drying." 
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Choang, who was ilruck with the widow's beauty, 
could not, however, avoid fmiling at her hafte to be mar- 
ried ; but, concealing the caufe of his mirth, civilly in- 
vited her home, adding, that he had a wife who might 
be capable of giving her fome confolation. As foon 
as he and his gueft were returned, he imparted to Hanfi, 
in private, what he had feen, and could not avoid ex- 
prefling his uneafinefs, that fuch might be his own cafe, 
if his deareft wife mould one day happen to furvive him. 

It is impoflible to defcribe Hand's refentment at fo 
unkind a fufpicion. As her paflion for him was not 
only great, but extremely delicate, fhe employed tears, 
anger, frowns, and exclamations, to chide his fufpicions; 
the widow herfelf was inveighed againft ; and Hanfi de- 
clared, (he was refolved never to fleep under the fame 
roof with a wretch, who, like her, could be guilty of 
fuch bare-faced inconftancy. The night was cold and 
ftormy ; however, the ftranger was obliged to feek ano- 
ther lodging, for Choang was not difpofed to refift, and 
Hanfi would have her way. 

The widow had fcarce been gone an hour, when an old 
difciple of Choang's, whom he had not feen for many 
years, came to pay him a vifit. He was received with 
the utmoft ceremony, placed in the mod honourable 
feat at fupper, and the wine began to circulate with great 
freedom. Choang and Hanfi exhibited open marks of 
mutual tendernefs and unfeigned reconciliation : nothing, 
could equal their apparent happinefs : fo fond an huf- 
band, fo obedient a wife, few could behold without re- 
greting their own infelicity. When, lo! their happinefs 
was at once difturbed by a moft fatal accident. Choang 
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fell lifelefs in an apopleSic fit upon the floor. Every 
method was ufed, but in vain, for his recovery. Hanfi 
was, at firft, inconfolable for his death; after fome hours, 
however, fhe found fpirits to read his laft will. The en- 
luing day, ftie began to moralize and talk wifdoni ; the 
the next day flie was able to comfort the young difciple. 
and, on the third day, to ftiorteri a long ftory, they both 
agreed to be married. 

There was now no longer mourning in the apartments ; 
the body of Choang was now thurft into an old coffin, 
and placed in one of the meaheft rooms, there to lie unat- 
tended, until the time prefcribed by the law for his in- 
terment. In the mean time, Hanfi and the young difci- 
ple were arrayed in the molt magnificent habits ; the bride 
wore in hernofe a jewel of immence price, and her lover 
was dreffed in all the finery of his former matter, toge- 
ther with a pair of artificial wiikers that reached down 
to his toes. The hour of their nuptials was arrived ; the 
whole family fympathized with their approaching hap- 
pinefs ; the apartments were brightened up with lights 
that difufed the raoft exquifite perfume, and a luftre more 
bright than noon-day. The lady expefted her youthful 
lover in an inner apartment with impatience; when his 
fervant, approaching with terror in his countenance, in- 
formed her, that his matter was fallen into fit, which 
would certainly be mortal, unlefs the heart of a man lately 
dead could be obtained, and applied to his breaft. She 
fcarce waited to hear the end of his ftory, when, tucking up 
her clothes, (he ran with a mattock in her hand to the coffin 
where Choang lay, refolving to apply the heart of her dead 
huflband as a cure for the living. She therefore ftruck the 
lid with the utmoft violence. In a few blows the coffin 

F 
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flew open, when the body, which to all appearance had 
been dead, began to move. Terrified at the fight, Hanfi 
dropped the mattock, and Choang walked out aftoni fri- 
ed at his own fituation, his wife's unufual magnificence, 
and her more amazing furprize. He went among the a- 
partments, unable to conceive the caufe of fo much fplen- 
dor. He was not long in fufpence before his domeflics 
informed him of every tranfaftion fince he firft became 
infenfible. He could fcarce believe what they told him f 
and went in purfuit of Hanfi herfelf, in order to receive 
more certain information, or to reproach her infidelity. 
But fhe prevented his reproaches : he found her welter- 
ing in blood ; for fhe had ftabbed herfelf to the heart, 
being unable to furvive her fhame and difappointment. 

Choang, being a philofopher, was too wife to make any 
loud lamentations; he thought it befl to bear his lofs with 
ferenity; fo mending up the old coffin where he had lain 
himfelf, he placed his faithlefs fpoufe in his room; and 
unwilling that fo many nuptial preparations mould be ex* 
pended in vain, he, the fame night, married the widow 
with the large fan. 

As they were both apprifed of the foibles of each other 
before hand, they knew how to excufe them after mar- 
riage. They lived together for many years in great tran- 
quillity, and, not expefting rapture, made a fhift to find 
contentment. Farewell. 
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LETTER XIX. 
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FROM THE SAME* 

X HE gentleman drefled in black, who Was tfty com- \ 
panion through Weflminfler*.Abbey, came yeflerday to 
pay me a vifit ; and after drinking tea, we both refolved to 
take a walk together, in order to enjoy the frefhnefs of the ^ 
country, which now begins to refume its verdure. Be- a ' ? 
fore we got out of the fuburbs, however, we were flopped "\ 

in one of the flreets by a crowd of people, gathered in a v ^ 
circle round a man and his wife, who feemed too loud ^ < 
and too angry to be underflood. The people were high- N { 
ly pleafed with the difpute ; which, upon inquiry, we 1^ x * 
found to be between Dr. Cacafogo an apothecary, and ^ 
his wife. The doftor it feems, coming unexpectedly in- , \ 
to his wife's apartment, found a gentleman there in cir- 
cum fiances not in the leafl equivocal. 

The doftor, who was.a perfon of nice honour, refolving 
to revenge the flagrant infult, immediately flew to the 
chimney-piece, and taking down a rufly blunderbufs, 
drew the trigger upon the defiler of his bed: the del in- ^ 

quent would certainly have been fhot through the head, 
but that the piece had not been charged for many years. 
The gallant made a fhift to efcape through the window, 
but the lady ft ill remained ; and as fhe well knew her 
hufband's temper, undertook to manage the quarrel with- 
out a fecond. He was furious, ajid fhe was loud; their \ 
noifehad gathered all the mob, who charitably affembled 
on the occafion, not to prevent, but to enjoy, the quarrel. 
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Alas ! faid I to my companion, what will become of 
this unhappy creature thus caught in adultery ? Believe 
me, I pity her from my heart; her hufband, I fuppofe, 
will fhew her no mercy. Will they burn her as in India* 
or behead her as in Perfia; will they load her with {tripes 
as in Turkey, or keep her in perpetual imprifonment, as 
with us in China ? Pr'ythee, what is the wife's punifh- 
ment in England for fuch offences ? When a lady is tfyus 
caught tripping, replied my companion, they never punifli 
her, but the hufband. You furelyjeft, interrupted I; I 
am a foreigner, and you would abufe my ignorance! I 
am really ferious returned he. Dr. Cacafogo has caught 
his wife in the aS ; but as- he had no witneffes, his fmall 
teftimony goes for nothing: the confequence there- 
fore of his difcovery will be, that fhe may be packed off 
to live among her relations, and the doftor muft be obli- 
ged to allow her a feparate maintenance. Amazing! cri- 
ed I, is it not enough that (he is permitted to live feparate 
from the objeft (he detefts, but mull he give her money 
to keep her in fpirits too ? That he muft, fays my guide, 
and be called a cuckold by all his neighbours into the 
bargain. The men will laugh at him, the ladies will pity 
him ; and all that his warmeft friends can fay in his fa- 
vour, will be, " that the poor good foul has never had 
any harm in him." I want patience, interrupted I ; what f 
are there no private chaftifements for the wife ! no fchools 
of penitence to fhew her folly ! no rods for fuch delin- 
quents ? Pfha, man, replied he, fmiling, if every delin- 
quent among us were to be treated in your manner, one 
half of the kingdom would flog the other. 

I muft confefs, my dear Fum, that if I were an En-* 
glifh hufband, of all things I would take care not to be 
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jealous, nor bufily pry into the fecrets my wife was 
pleafed to keep from me. Should I deteft her infidelity, 
what is the confequence ? If I calmly pocket the abufe 
lam laughed at by her and her gallant; if I talk -my 
griefs aloud, like a tragedy hero, I am laughed at by the 
whole world. The courfe then I'd take would be, when- 
ever I went out, to tell my wife where I was going, left 
I fhould unexpectedly meet her abroad in company with 
fome dear deceiver. Whenever I returned, I would 
ufe a peculiar rap at the door, and give four loud hems 
as I walked deliberately up the ftair-cafe. I would ne- 
ver inquifitively peep under her bed, or look behind the 
curtains. And even though I knew the captain was 

« 

there, I would calmly take a difh of my wife's cool tea» 
and talk of the army with, reverence. 

Of all nations, the Ruffians feem to me to berjave 
raoft wifely in fuch circumftances. The wite promifes 
her hufband never to let him fee her tranfgreffion of this 
nature ; and he as punctually promifes, whenever fhe is 
fo detefted, without the leaft anger, to beat her without 
mercy : fo they both know what each has to expeft ; the 
lady tranfgrefTes, is beaten, taken again into favour, and 
all goes on as before. 

When a Ruffian young lady, therefore, is to be mar- 
ried, her father, with a cudgel in his hand, afks .the 
bridegroom, whether he chufes this virgin for his bride ? 
to which the other replies in the affirmative. Upon this, 
the father, turning the lady three times round, and giv- 
ing her three ftrokes with his cudgel on the back, " My 
dear, (cries he,) thefe are the laft blows you are ever to re- 
ceive from your tender father ; I refign my authority and 
my cudgel to your hufband ; he knows better than me 
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the ufc of either." The bridegroom knows decorums 
too well to accept of the cudgel abruptly ; he allures 
the father that the lady will never want it, and that he 
would not for the world make any ufe of it. But the 
father, who knows what the lady may want better than 
he, infills upon his acceptance. Upon this there follows 
a fcene of Ruffian politenefs, while one refufes, and the 
other offers, the cudgel. The whole, however, ends with 
the bridegroom's taking it ; upon which the lady drops 
a courtefy in token of obedience, and the ceremony 
proceeds as ufual. 

There is fomething exceffively fair and open in this me- 
thod of courtfhip. By this both fides are prepared for 
all the matrimonial adventures that are to follow. Mar- 
riage has been compared to a game of (kill for life ; it 
is generous thus in both parties to declare they are 
{harpers in the beginning. In England, I am told, both 
fides ufe every art to conceal their defefts from each 
other before marriage ; and the reft of their lives may 
be regarded as doing pennance for their former diflimu- 
lation. Farewell, 



LETTER XX. 

FROM THE SAME* 

X HE republic of letters is a very common expreflion 
among the Europeans; and yet, when applied to the 
learned of Europe, is the moft abfurd that can be ima- 
gined, fince nothing is more unlike a republic than the 
fociety wjiich goes by that. name. From this expreflion % 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 71 

one would be apt to imagine, that the learned were 
united into a fingle body, joining their interefts, and 
concurring in the fame defign. From this one might be 
apt to compare them to our , literary focieties in China, 
where each acknowledges ajuft fubo^dination, and all 
contribute to, build the temple of fcience, without at- 
tempting, from ignorance or envy, to obftruft each other. 

But very different is the ftate of learning here ; every 
member of this fancied republic is defirous of governing, 
and none willing to obey ; each looks upon his fellow as 
a rival, not an afliftant, in the fame purfuit. They 
calumniate, they injure, they defpife, they ridicule each 
other: if one man writes a book that pleafes, others 
{hall write books, to fhew that he might have given ftill 
greater pleafure, or mould not have pleafed. If one 
happens to hit upon fomething new, there are numbers 
ready to affure the.public, that all this was no novelty 
to them or the learned; that Cardanus or Brunus, or 
fome other author, too dull to be generally read, had 
anticipated the difcovery. Thus, inftead of uniting like 
the members of a commonwealth, they are divided into 
almoft as many faclions as there are men ; and their jar- 
ing conftitution, inftead of being ftiled a Republic of 
Letters, mould be entitled an Anarchy of Literature. 

It is true, there are fome of fuperior abilities who 
reverence and efteem each other; but their mutual 
admiration is not fufficient to fhield off the contempt of 
the crowd. The wife are but few, and they praife with 
a feeble voice ; the vulgar are many, and roar in 
reproaches. The truly great feldom unite in focieties, 
have few meetings, no cabals ; the dunces hunt in full 
cry, till they have run down a reputation, and then fnarl 
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and fight with each other about dividing the fpoil. Here 
you may fee the compilers, and the book-anfwerers of 
every month, when they have cut up fame refpeftable 
name, mod frequently reproaching each other with 
ftupidity and dulnefs ; refembling the wolves of the 
Ruffian foreft, who prey upon venifon or horfe flelh 
when they can get it ; but in cafes of neceflity, lying ii* 
wait to devour each other. While they have new books 
to cut up. they make a hearty meal ; but if this refource 
fhould unhappily fail, then it is that critics eat up critics, 
and compilers rob from compilations. 

Confucius obferves, that it is the duty of the learned to 
unite fociety more clofely, and to perfuade men to 
become citizens of the world; but the authors I refer to^ 
are not only for difuniting fociety, but kingdoms alfo : 
if the Englifli are at war with France, the dunces of 
France think it their duty to be at war with thofe of 
England, Thus Freron one of their firft-rate fcribblers 
thinks proper to characterize all the Englifli writers in 
the grofs. " Their whole merit, (fays he)confifls in 
exaggeration, and often in extravagance; correft their 
pieces as you pleafe, there ftill remains a leaven which 
corrupts the whole. They fometimes difcover genius, 
but not the fmalleft (hare of tafte : England is not a foil 
for the plants of genius to thrive in." This is open 
enough, with not the leaft adulation in the piGure. But 
hear what a Frenchman, of acknowledged abilities, fays 
upon the fame fubjecl:; " I am at a lofs to determine in 
what we excel the Englifli, or where they excel Us ; when 
I compare the merits of both in any one fpecies of lite- 
rary compofition; fo many reputable and pleafing writers 
prefent themfelves from either country, that my judgment 
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refts in fufpenfe : I am pleafed with the difquifition, 
without finding the objeft of my inquiry." But left you 
fhould think the French alone are faulty in this refpeft, 
hear how an Englifh journalift delivers his fentimentsof 
them. " We are amazed, (fays he) to find fo many 
works tranflated from the French, while we have fuch 
numbers negleftedof our own. In our opinion, not- 
withftanding their fame throughout the reft of Europe, 
the French are the molt contemptible reafoners (we had 
almoft faid writers) that can be imagined. However* 
neverthelefs, excepting, &c." Another Englifh writer, 
Shaftfbury, if I remember, on the contrary, fays, that 
t£ie French authors are pleating and judicious, more 
clear, more methodical and entertaining than thofe of his 
own country. 

From thefe oppofite pictures, you perceive that the 
good authors of either country praife, and the bad revile, 
each other ; and yet, perhaps, you'll be furprifed that 
indifferent writers mould thus be the molt apt to cenfure, 
as they have the moft to apprehend from recrimination ; 
you may, perhaps, imagine, that fuch as are poffefled of 
fame themfelves, mould be moft ready to declare their 
opinions, fince what they fay might pafs for Jecifion. 
But the truth happens to be, that the great are lblicitous 
only qf railing their own reputations, while the oppofite 
clafs, alas! are folicitous of bringing every reputation 
down to a Jevel with their own. But let us acquit them 
of malice and envy ; a critic is often guided by the fame 
motives that direft his author. The author endeavours to 
perfuade us that he has written a good book ; the critic is 
equally folicitous to fliew that he could write a better, 
had he thought proper. A critic is a being poffefled of 
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all the vanity, but not the genius, of a fcholar; incapable, 
from his native weaknefs, of lifting himfelf from the 
ground, he applies to contiguous merit for fupport, makes 
the fportive fallies of another's imagination his ferious 
employment, pretends to take our feelings under his 
care, teaches where to condemn, where to lay the 
emphafis of praife, and may, with as much juftice, be 
called a man of tafte, as the Chinefe who meafures his 
wifdom by the length of his nails. 

If then a book, fpirited or humorous, happens to ap- 
pear in the republic of letters, feveral cities are in wait- 
ing to bid the public not to laugh at a fmgle line of it, 
for themfelves had read it ; and they know what is molt 
proper to excite laughter. Other critics contradift the 
fulminations of this tribunal, call them all fpiders, and 
allure the public, that they ought to laugh without re- 
ftraint. Another fet are in the mean time quietly em- 
ployed in writing notes to the book, intended to fliew 
the particular paflages to be laughed at; when thefe are 
out, others ftill there are who write notes upon notes. 
Thus a (ingle new book employs not only the paper- 
makers, the printers, the prefs-men, the bookbinders, 
the hawkers, but twenty critics, and as many compilers. 
In fliort, the body of the learned may be compared to a 
Perfian army, where there are many pioneers, feveral 
futlers, numberleis fervants, women and children in 
abundance, and but few foldiers. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXI. v 



TO THE SAME. 

X HE Englifli arc as fond of feeing plays afted as the 
Chinefe ; but there is vaft difference in the manner of 
conducing them. We play our pieces in the open air, 
the Englifli theirs under cover; we aft by day-lighr 9 
they by the blaze of torches. One of our plays conti- 
nues eight or ten days fucceflively ; an Englifli piece fel- 
dom takes up above four hours in the representation. 

My companion in black, with whom I am now 
beginning to contraft an intimacy, introduced me a few 
nights ago to the play-houfe, where we placed ourfelves 
conveniently at the foot of the flage. As the curtain was 
not drawn before my arrival, I had an opportunity of 
obferving the behavionr of the fpeftators, and indulging 
thofe refleftions which novelty generally infpires. 

The rich in general were placed in the loweft feats, 
and the poor rofe above them in degrees proportioned to 
their poverty. The order of precedence feemed here 
inverted; thofe who were undermoft all the day, now 
enjoyed a temporary eminence, and become matters of 
the ceremonies. It was they who called for the mufic, 
indulging every noify freedom, and teftifying all the in- 
folence of beggary and exultation. 

They who held the middle region, feemed not fo t'u 
■otous as thofe above them, nor yet fo tame as thofe below : 
to judge by their looks, many of them leemed ftrangers 
there as well as myfelf. They were chiefly employed,* 
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during this period of expectation, in eating oranges, read- 
ing the ftory of the play, or making aflignations. 

Thofe who fat in the loweft rows, which are called the 
pit, feemed to confider themfelves. as judges of the merit 
of the poet and the performers; they were affembled 
partly to be amufed, and partly to fliew their tafte ; ap- 
pearing to labour under that reftraint which an affectation 
of fuperior difcernment generally produces. My com- 
panion, however, informed me, that not one in an hun- 
dred of them knew even the firft principles of criticifm ; 
that they affumed the right of being cenfors, becaufe 
there was none to contradift their pretenfions ; and that 
every man who now called himfelf a connoiffeur, became 
fuch to all intents and purpofes. 

Thofe who fat in the boxes appealed in the mod un- 
happy fituation of all. The reft of the audience came 
merely for their own amufement ; thefe rather to furnifl* 
out a part of the entertainment themfelves. I could not 
avoid confidering them as afting parts in dumb-fhew ; 
not a courtefy or nod that was not the refult of art ; not a 
look nor a fmile that was not defigned for murder* 
Gentlemen and ladies ogled each other through fpec- 
tacles ; for my companion obferved that blindnefs was 
of late become fafhionable ; all affe&ed indifference and 
cafe, while their hearts at the fame time burned for con- 
quefl. Upon the whole, the lights, the mufic, the ladies 
in their gayeft dreffes,the men with cheerfulnefs and ex- 
pectation in their looks, all confpired to make a moft 
agreeable pifture, and to fill an heart, that fympathizes 
at human happinefs, with inexpreffible ferenity. 

The expe&ed time for the play to begin at laft arrived ; 
the curtain was drawn, and the aftors came on. A wo- 
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man. who perfonated a queen, came in curtefying to the 
audience, who clapped their hands upon her appearance. 
Clapping of hands is, it feems, the manner of applauding 
in England ; the manner is abfurd ; but every country, 
you know, has its peculiar abfurdities. I was equally 
furprifed, however, at the fubmiflion of the aftrefs, who 
fhould have confidered herfelf as a queen, as at the little 
difcernment of the audience who gave her fuch marks of 
applaufe, before fhe attempted to deferve them. Pre- 
liminaries between her and the audience being thus ad- 
jufted, the dialogue was fupported between her and a raoft 
hopeful youth, who afted the part of her confident. They 
both appeared in extreme diftrefs ; for it feems the queen 
had loft a child fome fifteen years before, and ftill kept 
its dear refemblance next her heart, while her kind com- 
panion bore a part in her forrows. 

Her lamentations grew loud. Comfort is offered, but 
Ihe detefts the very found. She bids them preach com- 
fort to the winds. Upon this her hulband comes in, who 
feeing the queen fo much afflifted, can himfelf hardly re- 
frain from tears, or avoid partaking in the foft diftrefs. 
After thus grieving through three fcenes, the curtain 
dropped for the firft aft. 

Truly, faid I to my companion, thefe kings and 
queens are very much difturbed at no very great misfor- 
tune; certain I am, were people of humbler ftations to 
aft in this manner, they would be thought diverted of 
common fenfe. I had fcarce finifhed this obfervation, 
when the curtain rofe, and the king came on in a violent 
paflion. His wife had, it feems, refufed his proffered 
tendernefs, had fpurned his royal embrace, and he feem- 
-ed refolved not to furvive her fierce difdain. After he 
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had thus fretted, and the queen had fretted through the 
fecond aft, the curtain was let down once more. 

Now, fays my companion, you perceive the king to 
be a man of fpirit, he feels at every pore ; one of your 
phlegmatic fons of clay would have given the queen her 
own way, and let her come to herfelf by degrees ; but 
the king is for immediate tendernefs, or inftant death; 
death and tendernefs are leading paffions of every modem 
bufkined hero ! this moment they embrace, and the next 
ftab, mixing daggers and kifles in every period. 

I was going to fecond his remarks, when my attention 
was engrafted by a new objeft ; a man came in ballancing 
a ftraw upon his nofe, and the audience were clapping 
their hands in all the raptures of applaufe. To what 
purpofe, cried I, does this unmeaning figure make his 
appearance ? is he a part of the plot ? — Unmeaning do 
you call him ? replied my friend in black ; this is one of 
the molt important characters of the whole play ; no- 
thing pleafes the people more than the feeing a ftraw 
ballanced ; there is a great deal of meaning in the ftraw; 
there is fomething fuited to every apprehenfion in the 
fight ; and a fellow, poffeffed of talents like thefe is fure 
of making his fortune. 

The third aft now began with an aftor, who came to 
inform us, that he was the villain of the play, and in- 
tended to flxew ftrange things before all was over. He 
was joined by another, who feemed as much difpofed 
for mifchief as he ; their intrigues continued through 
this whole divifion. — If that be a villain, faid I, he muft 
be a very ftupid one to tell his fecrets without being 
aiked ; fuch foliloquies of late are never admitted in 
China. 
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The noife of clapping interrupted me once more ; a 
child of fix years old was learning to dance on the 
ftage, which gave the ladies and mandarines infinite fa- 
tisfaftion. — I am forry, faid I, to fee the pretty creature 
fo early learning fo very bad a trade ; dancing being, I 
prefume, as contemptible here as it is in China. — Quite 
the reverfe, interrupted my companion ; dancing is a 
very reputable and genteel employment here : men have 
a greater chance for encouragement from the merit of 
their heels than their heads. One who jumps up, and 
flourilhes his toes three times' before he comes to the 
ground, may have three hundred a-year ; he who flou- 
rishes them four times, gets four hundred ; but he who 
arrives at five is ineft imable, and may demand what fa- 
lary he thinks proper. The female dancers too are va- 
lued for this fort of jumping and eroding ; and it is a cant 
word among them, that (he deferves molt who (hews 
higheft. — But the fourth aft is begun, let us be attentive. 

In the fourth aft, the queen finds her long loft child 
now grown up into a youth of fmart parts and great qua- 
lifications ; wherefore {he wifely confiders that the crown 
will fit his head better than that of her hufband, whom fhe 
knows to be a driveller. The king difcovers her defign, 
and here comes on the deep diftrefs; he loves the queen, 
and he loves the kingdom ; he refolves, therefore, in or- 
der to pofiefs both, that her fon muft die. The queen 
exclaims at his barbarity, is frantic with rage, and at 
length, overcome with forrow, falls into a fit ; upon which 
the curtain drops, and the aft is concluded. 

Obferve the art of the poet, cries my companion; 
when the queen can fay no more, (he falls into a fit. 
While thus her eyes are (hut, while (he is fupported in 
the arms of Abigail, what horrors do we not fancy, we 
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feel it in every nerve : take my word for it, that fits are 
the true apofiopefis of modern tragedy. 

The fifth aft began, and a bufy piece it was. Scenes 
fhifting, trumptets founding, mobs hallooing, carpets 
fpreading, guards buflling from one door to another; 
gods, daemons, daggers, racks, and ratfbane. But whe- 
ther the king was killed, or the queen was drowned, or the 
fon was poifoned, I have abfolutely forgotten. 

When the play was over, I could not avoid obferving, 
that the perfons of the drama appeared in as much diftrefs 
in the firft aft as the laft : — How is it pofiible, faid I, to 
fympathize with them through five long afts ; pity is but a 
fliort-lived paflion ; I hate to hear an aftor mouthing tri- 
fles ; neither ftarting, flrainings, nor attitudes affeft me, 
unlefs there be caufe : after I have been once or twice 
deceived by thofe unmeaning alarms, my heart fleeps in 
peace, probably unaffefted by the principal diftrefs. There 
Ihould be one great paflion aimed at by the aftor as welt 
as the poet; all the reft fhould be fubordinate, and only 
contribute to make that the greater : if the aftor therefore 
explains upon every occafions in the tones of defpair, he 
attempts to move us too foon ; he anticipates the blow, he 
ceafes to affeft, though he gains our applaufe. 

I fcarce perceived that the audience were almoft all 
departed ; wherefore, mixing with the croud, my compa- 
nion and I got into the ftreet, where eflaying an hundred 
obftacles from coach-wheels and palanquin poles, like 
birds in their flight through the branches of ajforeft, after 
various turnngs, we both at length got home in fafety* 
Adieu. 
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LETTER XXII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



T 



HE letter which came by the way of Smyrna, and 
which you fent me unopened, was from my fon. As I 
have permitted you to take copies of all thofe I fend to 
China, you might have made no ceremony in opening 
thofe direfted to me. Either in joy or forrow, my 
friend mould participate in my feelings. " It would 
give me pleafure to fee a good man pleafed at my fuc* 
cefs ; it would give me almoft equal pleafure to fee him 
fympathize at my difappointment*" 

Every account I receive from the eaft feems to come 
loaded with fome new affliction. My wife and daughter 
were taken from me, and yet I fuftained the lofs with 
intrepidity ; my fon is made a Have among barbarians 
which was the only blow that could have reached my 
heart; yes, I will indulge the iranfports of nature for a 
little, in order to fhew I can overcome them in the end. 
" True magnanimity confifts not in never falling, but in ' 
riling every time we fall." 

When our mighty emperor had publifhed his difplea- 
fure at my departure, and feized upon all that was mine, 
my fon was privately fecreted from his refentment. Un- 
der the protection and guardianfliip of Fum Hoam, the 
beft and wife ft of all the inhabitants of China, he was 
for fome time inftruSed in the learning of the miffio- 
naries, and the wifdom of the eaft; but hearing of my ad- 
ventures, and incited by filial piety, he was refolved to 
follow my fortunes, and {hare my diftrefs. 

G 



82 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

He palled the confines of China in difguife; hired 
himfelf as a camel driver to a caravan that was croffing 
the deferts of Thibet, and was within one day 's journey of 
the river Laur, which divides that country from India,when 
a body of wandering Tartars, falling unexpectedly upon 
the caravan, plundered it and made thofe who efcaped 
their firft fury (laves. By thofe he was led into the ex- 
ten five and defolate regions that border on the fhores of 
the Aral lake. 

Here he lived by hunting ; and was obliged to fupply 
every day a certain portion of the fpoil to regale his fa- 
vage mailers; his learning, his virtues, and even his 
beauty, were qualifications that no way ferved to recom- 
mend him ; they knew no merit, but that of providing 
large quantities of milk and raw flefh ; and were fenfible 
of no happinefs, but that of rioting on the undrefled meal. 
Some merchants from Mefched, however, coming to 
trade with the Tartars for (laves, he was fold among the 
number, and led into the kingdom of Perfia, where he 
is now detained. He is there obliged to watch the looks 
of a voluptuous and cruel mafter ; a man fond of plea- 
fure, yet incapable of refinement, whom many years fer- 
vice in war has taught pride, but not bravery. 

That treafure which I (lill kept within my bofom, my 
child, my all that was left to me, is now a (lave.* 
Good heavens ! why was this ? why have I been intro- 
duced into this mortal apartment, to be a fpe&ator of 
my own misfortunes, and the misfortunes of my fellow 
creatures ? " Wherever I turn, what a labyrinth of doubt, 



* This whole apoftrophc feems moft literally tranflated from Ambulaaoha- 
•med, the Arabian poet. 
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error, and difappointment, appear ! why was I brought 
into being ; for what purpofe made ; from whence have 
I come; whither ftrayed ; or to what regions am I haften* 
ing, reafon cannot refolve : it lends a ray to {hew the hor- 
rors of my prifon, but not a light to guide me to efcape 
them. Ye boafted revelations of the earth, how little do 
you aid the inquiry ! 

How am I furprifed at the inconfiftency of the magi ! 
their two principles of good and evil affright me. Thg 
Indian who bathes his vifage in urine, and calls it piety, 
ftrikes me with aftonifliment. The Chriftian, who be- 
lieves in three gods, is highly abfurd. the Jews, who 
pretend that Deity is pleafed with the effufion of blood* 
are not lefs difpleafing. I am equally furprifed, that ra- 
tional beings can come from the extremities of the earth* 
in order to kifs a ftone, or fcatter pebbles. How con- 
trary to reafon are thofe ; and yet all pretend to teach me 
to be happy. 

Surely all men are blind and ignorant of truth. Man- 
kind wanders, unknowing his way, from morning till 
the evening. Where (hall we turn after happinefs ? or, 
is it wifeft to defift from the purfuit ? Like reptiles in 
a corner of fome ftupendious palace, we peep from our 
holes, look about us, wonder at all we fee, but are ig- 
norant of the great Architect's defign : oh ! for a reve* 
lation of himfelf ! for a plan of his univerfal fyftem ! 
oh ! for the reafons of our creation ; or why we were 
created to be thus unhappy ! If we are to experience no 
other felicity but what this life affords, then are we mi- 
ferable indeed. If we are born only to look about us, 
repine and die, then has Heaven been guilty of injuftice. 
If this life terminates my exiftence, I defpife the bleffings 

G2 



<A> 






•A 



'A 






V) 

\ 

\ 

N 



\ 



\ 



84 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

of Providence, and the wifdom of the giver. If this life 
be my all, let the following epitaph be written on the 
tomb of Altangi, " By my father's crimes I received 
this — by my own crimes I bequeath it to pofterity !" 



LETTER XXIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Y 



E T, while I fometimes lament the caufe of huma- 
nity, and the depravity of human nature, there now and 
then appear gleams of greatnefs, that ferve to relieve the 
eye, opprefled with the hideous profpeft, and refemble 
thofe cultivated fpots that are fometimes found in t}ie 
midft of an Afialic wildernefs, I fee many fuperior ex- 
cellencies among the Englilh, which it is not in the 
power of all their follies to hide : I fee virtues, which in 
yv other countries are known only to a few, pra&ifed here 
by every rank of people. 

I know not whether it proceeds from their fuperior 
nJ opulence, that the Englifli are more charitable than the 

(^ reft of mankind ; whether by being pofleffed of all the 

^ conveniencies of life themfelves, they have more leifure 

j\ to perceive the uneafy fituation of the diftrefled ; what- 

ever be the motive, they are not only the moft charitable 
^ of any other nation, but moft judicious in diftinguilhing 

the propereft objefts of compaffion. 

In other countries, the giver is generally influenced 

^ by the immediate impulfe of pity ; his generofity is ex- 

* ^ erted, as much to relieve his own uneafy fenfations, as 

to comfort the objeft in diftrefs. In England benefac- 
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tions are of a more general nature ; fome men of fortune, 
and univerfal benevolence, propofe the proper objefts ; 
the wants and the merits of the petitioners are canvaffed 
by the people ; neither paflion nor pity finds a place in 
the cool difcuflion ; and charity is then only exerted 
when it has received the approbation of reafon. 

A late inftance of this finely-direfted benevolence 
forces itfelf fo ftrongly on my imagination, that in a man- 
ner reconciles me to pleafure, and once more makes me 
the univerfal friend of man. 

The Englifti and French have not only political reafons 
to induce them to mutual hatred, but often the more 
prevailing motive of private intereft to widen the breach; 
a war between other countries is carried on colle&ively; 
army fights againft army, and a man's own private 
refentment is loft in that of the community : but in En- 
gland and France, the individuals of each country plun- 
der each other at fea without redrefs, and confequently 
feel that animofity againft each other which paflengers 
do at a robber. They have for fome time carried on an 
expenfive war ; and feveral captives have been taken on 
both fides. Thofe made prifoners by the French have 
been ufed with cruelty, and guarded with unneceflary 
caution. Thofe taken by the Englifti, being much more 
numerous, were confined in the ordinary manner ; and 
not being releafed by their countrymen, began to feel all 
the inconveniences which arife from want of covering 
and long confinement. 

Their countrymen were informed of their deplorable 
fituation; but they, more intent on annoying their 
enemies than relieving their friends, refufed the leaft 
afliftance. The Englifh now faw thoufan^s of their 
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fellow creatures ftarving in every prifon, forfaken by 
thofe whofe duty it was to proteft them ; labouring with 
difeafe, and without clothes to keep off the feverity of 
the feafon. National benevolence prevailed over na- 
tional animofity : their prifoners were indeed enemies, 
but they were enemies in diftrefs ; they ceafed to be hate- 
Jul, when they no longer continued to be formidable : for- 
getting, therefore, their national hatred, the men who were 
brave enough to conquer, were generous enough to for- 
give, and they, whom all the world feemed to have dif- 
claimed, at laft found pity and redrefs from thofe they 
attempted to fubdue. A fubfeription ,was opened, ample 
charities collefted, proper neceflaries procured, and the 
poor gay fons of a merry nation were once more taught to 
refume their former gaiety. 

When I call my eye over the lift of thofe who con- 
tributed on this occafion, I find the names almoft entirely 
Englifh, fcarce one foreigner appears among the num- 
ber. It was for Englifhmen alone to be capable of fuch 
exalted virtue. I own I cannot look over this catalogue 
of good men and philosophers, without thinking better 
of myfelf, becaufe it makes me entertain a more favor- 
able opinion of mankind. I am particularly ftruck with 
one, who writes thefe words upon the paper that enclofed 
his benefa&ion. " The mite of an Englifliman, a citizen 
of the world, to Frenchmen, prifoners of war, and na- 
ked." I only wifli that he may find as much pleafure 
from his virtues, as I have done in reflefting upon them ; 
that alone will amply reward him. Such a one, my 
friend, is an honour to human nature ; he makes no pri- 
vate diftin&ions of party ; all that are ftamped with the 
divine image of their Creator, are friends to him ; he is 
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a native of the world ; and the emperor of China may be 
proud that he has fuch a countryman. 

To rejoice at the deftruftion of our enemies, is a foible 
ingrafted upon human nature, and we muft be permitted 
to indulge it; the true way of atoning for fuch an ill- 
founded pleafure is, thus to turn our triumph into an aft 
of benevolence, and to teftify our own joy, by endeavour- 
ing to banifh anxiety from others. 

Hamti, the beft and wifeft emperor that ever filled the 
throne, after having gained three fignal victories over the 
Tartars, who had invaded his dominions, returned to 
Nankin, rn order to enjoy the glory of his conqueft. Af- 
ter he had refted for fome days, the people, who are na- 
turally fond of proceflions, impatiently expected the tri- 
umphal entry which emperors upon fuch occafions were 
accuflomed to make. Their murmurs came to the em- 
peror's ear. He loved his people, and was willing to do 
all in his power to fatisfy their juft defires. He, there- 
fore, aflured them, that he intended, upon the next feaft 
of the Lanthorns, to exhibit one of the moil glorious tri- 
umphs that had ever been leen in China. 

The people were in raptures at his condefcenfion ; 
and, on the appointed day, ^(Tembkd at the gates of the 
palace with the moll eager expectations. Here they 
waited for fome time without feeing any of thofe pre- 
parations which ufually precede a pageant. The Ian* 
thorn, with ten thoufand tapers, was not yet brought 
forth ; the fireworks, which ufually covered the city 
walls, wer^ not yet lighted ; the people once more began 
to murmur at his delay ; when, in the midft of their im- 
patience, the palace gates flew open, and the emperor 
himfelf appeared, not in fplendor or magnificence, but 
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in an ordinary habit, followed by the blind, the maimed, 
and the Grangers of the city, all in new clothes, and each 
carrying in his hand money enough to fupply his necef- 
fities for the year. The people were at firft amazed, but 
foon perceived the wifdom of their king, who taught 
them, that to make one man happy was more truly great, 
than having ten thoufand captives groaning at the wheels 
of his chariot. Adieu. 



LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

^ * W H ATEVER may be the merits of the Englifli in 
other fciences, they feem peculiarly excellent in the art 
of healing. There is fcarcely a diforder incident to hu- 
manity againft which they are not pofiefied with a molt 
infallible antidote. The profeflbrs of other arts confefs 
V the inevitable intricacy of things ; talk with doubt, and 

decide with he fi tat ion ; but doubting is entirely unknown 
in medicine ; the advertifing profeflbrs here delight in 
cafes of difficulty : be the diforder never fo defperate or 
radical, you will find numbers in every ftreet, who, by 
levelling a pill at the part affe&ed, promife a certain cure 
without lofs of time, knowledge of a bed-fellow, or hin- 
^ -/ derance of bufinefs. 
^ ^ When I confider the afliduity of this profeflion, their 
& ^ benevolence amazes me. They not only in general give 
. • ^ their medicines for half value, butufethemoftperfuafive 
^ > remonftrances to induce the fick to come and be cured. 
^ < v v gure there muftbe fomething ftrangely obftinate in an 
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Englifli patient who refufes fo much health upon fuch 
cafy terms ; does he take a pride in being bloated with a 
dropfy ? does he find pleafure in the alterations of an in- 
termittent fever ? or feel as much fatisfaftion in nurfing 
up his gout, as he found pleafure in acquiring it ? He 
muft ; otherwife he would never rejeft fuch repeated af- 
furances of inftant relief. What can be more convincing 
than the manner in which the fick are invited to be well ? 
The doftor firft begs the molt earneft attention of the 
public to what he is going to propofe ; he folemnly af- 
firms the pill was never found to want fuccefs ; he pro- 
duces a lift of thofe who have been refcued from the grave 
by taking it : yet, notwithftanding all this, there are 
many here, who now and then think proper to be fick ; 
only fick . did I fay ? There are fome who even think 
proper to die ! Yes, by the head of Confufcius, they 
die ; though they might have purchafed the health-refto- 
ing fpecific for half-a-crown at every corner. 

I am amazed, my dear Fum Hoam, that thefe doftors 
who know what an obftinate fet of people they have to 
deal with, have never thought of attemping to revive the 
dead. When the living are found to rejeft their pre- 
fcriptions, they ought in tonfcience to apply to the dead 
from whom they can expeft no filch mortifying repulfes; 
they would find in the dead the moll complying patients 
imaginable ; and what gratitude might they not expeft 
from the patient's fon, now no longer an heir, and his 
wife, now no longer a widow. 

Think not, my friend, that there is any thing chi- 
merical in fuch an attempt ; they already perform cures 
equally ftrange; what can be more truly aftonifhing, 
ihanto fee old age reftored to youth, and vigor to the 
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The natural confequences of fecurity and affluence in 
any country, is a love of pleafure ; when the wants of 
nature are fupplied, we feek after the conveniencies ; 
when poffeffed of thefe, we defire the luxuries of life ; 
and when every luxury is provided, it is then ambition 
takes up the man, and leaves him flill fomething to wifli 
for. The inhabitants of the country, from primitive 
fimplicity, foon began to aim at elegance, and from 
elegance proceeded to refinement. It was now found 
abfolutely requifite, for the good of the ftate, that the 
people mould be divided ; formerly the fame hand that 
was employed in tilling the ground, or in drefling up 
the manufactures, was alfo in time of need a foldier; 
but the cuftom was now changed ; for it was perceived* 
that a man, bred up from childhood to the arts either of 
peace or war, became more eminent by this means in his 
refpeftive profeflion. The inhabitants were therefore 
now diftinguifhed into artizans and foldiers ; and while 
thofe improved the luxuries of life thefe watched for the 
fecjurity of the people. 

A country, poffeffed of freedom, hasValways two forts 
of enemies to fear : foreign foes who attack its exiftence 
from without, and internal mifcreants who betray its li- 
berties within. The inhabitants of Lao were to guard 
againft both. A country of artizans were moft likely to 
preferve internal liberty ; and a nation of foldiers were 
fitteft to repel a foreign invafion. Hence naturally arofe 
a divifion of opinion between the artizans and the fol- 
diers of the kingdom. The artizans, ever complaining 
that freedom was threatened by an armed internal force, 
were for difbanding the foldiers, and infifted that their 
walls, their walls alone, were fufficient to repel the moft 
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formidable invafion : the warriors, on the contrary, re- 
prefented the power of the neighbouring kings, the com- 
binations formed againft their ftate, and the weaknefs 
of the wall, which every earthquake might overturn. 
While this altercation continued, the kingdom might be 
juftly faid to enjoy its greateft fhare of vigor : every or- 
der in the ftate, by being watchful over each other, con- 
tributed to diffufe happinefs equally, and ballanced the 
ftate. The arts of peace flouriflied, nor were thofe of 
war neglefted ; the neighbouring powers, who had no- 
thing to apprehend from the ambition of men, whom they 
only faw folicitous, not for riches, but freedom, were 
contented to traffic with them : they fent their goods to 
be manufactured in Lao, and paid a large price for them 
upon their return. 

By thefe means this people at length became mo- 
derately rich, and their opulence naturally invited the 
invader : a Tartar prince led an immenfe army againft 
them, and they as bravely flood up in their own defence, 
they were ftill infpired with a love of their country ; 
they fought the barbarous enemy with fortitude, and 
gained a complete viftory. 

From this moment, which they regarded as the com- 
pletion of their glory, hiftorians date their downfall. 
They had rifen in ftrength by a love of their country, 
and fell by indulging ambition. The country, pofleffed 
by the invading Tartars, deemed to them a prize that 
would not only render them more formidable for the 
future, but which would increafe their opulence for the 
prefent ; it was unanimously refolved, therefore, both 
by foldiers and artizans, that thofe defolate regions 
fliould be peopled by colonies from Lao. When a trad- 
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ing nation begins to aft the conquerer it is then perfeftly 
undone : it fubfifts in fome meafure by the fupport of 
its neighbours ; while they continue to regard it without 
envy or apprehenfion, trade may flourifh; but when 
once it prefumes to affert, as its right, what it only en- 
joyed as a favour, each country reclaims that part of 
commerce which it has power to take back, and turns 
into fome other channel more honourable, though, per- 
haps, lefs convenient. 

Every neighbour now began to regard with jealous eyes 
this ambitious common -wealth, and forbade their fubjefts 
any future intercourfe with them. The inhabitants of 
Lao, however, ftill purfued the fame ambitious maxims ; 
it was from their colonies alone they expe&ed riches ; 
and riches faid they, are ftrength, and ftrength is fecurity. 
Numberlefs were the migrations of the defperate and en- 
tcrprifing of this country to people the defolate dominions 
lately poffeffed by the Tartars : between thefe colonies, 
and the mother country, a very advantageous traffic was 
at firft carried on; their public fent the colonies large 
quantities of the manufa&ures of the country ; and they 
in return provided the republic with an equivalent in ivo- 
ry and ginfeng. By this means the inhabitants became 
immenfely rich : and this produced an equal degree of 
voluptuoufnefs; for men who have much money will 
always find fome fantaftical modes of enjoyment,- How 
(hall I mark the fteps by which they declined ! Every 
colony, in procefs of time, fpreads over the whole coun- 
try where it firft was planted. As it grows more popu- 
lous, it becomes more polite 5 and thofe manufaftures, for 
which it was in the beginning obliged to others, it learns 
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to drefs up itfelf : fuch was the cafe with the colonies of 
Lao ; they, in lefs than a century, became a powerful and 
a polite people; and the more polite they grew, the lefs 
advantageous was the commerce which ftill fubfifted 
between them and others. By this means the mother 
country being abridged in its commerce, grew poorer, 
but not lefs luxurious. Their former wealth had intro- 
duced luxury ; and wherever luxury once fixes, no art 
can either leflbn or remove it. Their commerce with 
their neighbours was totally deftroyed; and that, with 
their colonies, was every day naturally and neceflarily 
declining; they ftill, however, preferved the infolence 
of wealth, without a power to fupport it; and perfevered 
in being luxurious, while contemptible from poverty. 
In fhort, the ftate refembled one of thofe bodies bloated 
with difeafe, whofe bulk is only a fymptom of its 
wretchednefs. Their former opulence only rendered 
more impotent ; as thofe individuals who are reduced 
from riches to poverty are of all men the moil unfor- 
tunate and helplefs. They had imagined, becaufe their 
colonies tended to make them rich upon the fir ft acqui- 
fition, they would ftill continue to do fo ; they now found, 
however, that on themfelves alone they ftiould have de- 
pended for fupport ; that colonies ever afford but tempo- 
rary affluence, and when cultivated and polite, are no 
longer ufeful. From fuch a concurrence of circum- 
ftances they foon became contemptible. The emperor, 
Honti, ii\vaded them with a powerful army. Hiftorians 
do not fay whether their colonies were too remote to lend 
afliftance, orelfe were defirous of (haking off their de« 
pendence: but certain it is they fcarce made any 
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refiftance ; their walls were now found but a weak de- 
fence ; and they at length were obliged to acknow- 
ledge fubjeftion to the empire of China. 

Happy, very happy might they have been, had they 
known when to bound their riches and their glory. Had 
they known, that extending empire is often diminifliing 
power ; that countries are ever ftrongeft which are inter- 
nally powerful ; that colonies, by draining away the 
brave and enterprifing, leave the country in the hands of 
the timid and the avaricious ; that walls give little pro- 
tection, unlefs manned with refolution ; that too much 
commerce may injure a nation as well as too little ; and 
^ that there is a wide difference between a conquering and 
a flourifhing empire. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXVL 

FROM THE SAME. 

X HOUGH fond of many acquaintances, I defire an* 
intimacy only with a few. The man in black, who I 
have often mentioned, is one whofe friendfliip I could 
wifli to acquire, becaufe he poffefles my efteem.- His 
manners, it is true, are tin&ured with fome ftrange 
inconfiftencies ; and he may bejuftly termed an hu- 
mourifl in a nation of humourifts. Though he is gene- 
rous even to profufion, he affects to be thought a prodigy 
q{ parfimony and prudence : though his converfation be 
replete with the moft fordid and felfifli maxims, his 
heart is dilated with the moft unbounded love. I have 
known him profefs himfelf a man-hater, while his cheek 
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was glowing with compaffion, and while his looks were 
foftened into pity, I have heard him ufe the language of 
the moft unbounded ill-nature. Some affeft humanity 
and tendernefs ; others boaft of having fuch difpofitions 
from nature ; but he is the only man I ever knew who 
feemed afliamed of his natural benevolence. He takes 
as much pains to hide his feelings, as any hypocrite 
would to conceal his indifference; but on every un- 
guarded moment the malk drops off, and reveals him to 
the moft fuperficial obferver. 

In one of our late excurfions into the country, hap- 
pening to difcourfe upon the provifion that was made 
for the poor in England, he feemed amazed how any of 
his countrymen could be fo foolifhly weak as to relieve 
occafional objefts of charity, when the laws had made 
fuch ample provifion for their fupport. In every parifh- 
houfe, fays he, the poor are fupplied with food, clothes, 
fire, and a bed to lie on ; they want no more, I defire no 
moremyfelf; yet ftill they feem difcontented. lam 
furprifed at the inactivity of our magiftrates, in not tak- 
ing up fuch vagrants, who are only a weight upon the 
induftrious : I am furprifed that the people are found to 
relieve them, when they muft be at the fame time fenfible, 
that it in fome meafure encourages idlenefs, extrava- 
gance, and impofture. Were I to advife any man for 
whom I had the leaft regard, I would caution him by all 
nieans not to be impofed upon by their falfe pretences ; 
let me affure you, Sir, they are impoftors every one of 
them, and rather merit a prifon than relief. — 

He was proceeding in this ftrain, earneftly to diffuade 
me from an imprudence of which I am feldom guilty : 
when an old man, who ftill had about him the remnants 
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of tattered finery, implored our compaflion. He aflured 
us, that he was no common beggar, but forced into the 
fliatneful profeflion to fupporta dying wife, and five 
hungry children. Being prepoflefled againft fuch falfe- 
hoods, his ftory had not the leaft influence upon me ; 
but it was quite otherwife with the man in black ; I could 
fee it vifibly operate upon his countenance, and effe&ually 
interrupt his harangue. I could eafily perceive that his 
heart burned to relieve the five ftarving children; but 
he feemed afliamed to difcover his weaknefs to me. 
While he thus hefitated between compaflion and pride, 
I pretended to look another way, and he feized this 
opportunity of giving the poor petitioner a piece of fil ver, 
bidding him, at the fame time, (in order that I fliould 
hear,) go work for his bread, and not teafe paflengers 
with fuch impertinent falfehoods for the future. 

As he had fancied himfelf quite unperceived, he con- 
tinued, as we proceeded, to rail againft beggars with as 
much animofity as before ; he threw in fome epifodes 
on his own amazing prudence and ceconomy, with his 
fkill in discovering impoftors ; he explained the manner 
in which he would deal with beggars were he a magiftrate ; 
hinted at enlarging fome of the prifons for their reception ; 
and told two ftories of ladies that were robbed by beggar* 
men. He was beginning a third to the fame purpofe, 
when a failor, with ? wooden leg, once more croffed our 
walks, defiring our pity, and bleffing our limbs. I was 
for going on without taking any notice ; but my friend 
looking wifbfully upon the poor petitioner, bid me flop* 
and he would ftiew 919 with how much eafe he could, at 
any time, deteft ?n impoftor. 
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He now, therefore, affirmed a look of importance; 
and, in an angry tone, began to examine the failor, de- 
manding in what engagement he was thus difabled, and 
rendered unfit for fervice. The failor replied, in a tone 
as angrily as he, that he had been an officer on board a 
private fliip of war, and that he had loft his leg abroad, 
in defence of thofe who did nothing at home. At this 
reply, all my friend's importance vaniflied in a moment ; 
he had not a fingle queftion more to afk ; he now only 
ftudied what method he mould take to relieve him unob- 
ferved. He had, however, no eafy part to aft, as he was 
obliged to preferve the appearance of ill nature before 
me, and yet relieve himfelf by relieving the failor. Call- 
ing, therefore, a furious look upon fome bundles of chips 
which the fellow carried in a firing at his back, my friend 
demanded how he fold his matches ; but not waiting for 
a reply, defired, in a furly tone, to have a milling's 
worth. The failor feemed at firft furprifed at his de- 
mand ; but foon recollefting himfelf, and prefenting his 
whole bundle, here, mailer, fays he, take all my cargo, 
and a bleffing jnto the bargain. 

It is impoflible to defcribe with what an air of triumph 
my friend marched off with his new purchafe ; he affured 
me that he was firmly of opinion, that thofe fellows mult 
have ftolen their goods, who could thus afford to fell 
them for half value : he informed me of feveral different 
ufes to which thofe chips might be applied ; he expatiated 
largely upon the favings that would refult from lighting 
candles with a match, inftead of thrufting them into the 
fire. He averred, that he would as foon have parted with 
a tooth as his money to thefe vagabonds, unlefs for fome 
valuable confideration. I cannot tell how long this pa* 
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negyric upon frugality and matches might have contf^ 
nued, had not his attention been called off by another 
objeft more diftrefsful than either of the former. A wo- 
man in rags, with one child in her arms, and another on 
her back, was attempting to fing ballads, but, with fuch 
a mournful voice, that it was difficult to determine whe- 
ther (he was Tinging or crying. A wretch who, in the 
deepeft diftrefs, Hill aimed at good humour, was an ob- 
ject my friend was by no means capable of withfianding . 
his vivacity atid his difcourfe were inftantly interrupted ; 
upon this occafion his very diflimulation had * forfaken 
him. Even in my prefence, he immediately applied his 
hands to his pockets in order to relieve her ; but guefs his 
confufion, when he found he had already given away all 
the money he carried about him to former objects. The 
mifery painted in the woman's vifage was not half fo 
ftrongly expreffed as the agony in his. He continued to 
fearch for fome time, but to no purpofe; till at length 
recolle&inghimfelf, with a face of ineffable good nature, 
as he had no money, he put into her hands his Hulling'* 
worth of matches. 



LETTER XXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



A: 



.S there appeared fomething reluftantly good in 
the character of my companion, I muft own it fur- 
prifedme, what could be his motives for thus conceal- 
ing virtues, which others take fuch pains to difplay. I 
was unable to reprefs my defire of knowing the hiftory 
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oT a man, who thus feemed to aft under continual 
reftraint, and whofe benevolence was rather the effeftof 
appetite than reafon. 

It was not, however, till after repeated folicitations 
foe thought proper to gratify my curiofity. — " If you 
are fond (fays he) of hearing hair-breadth efcapes, my 
hiftory mull certainly pleafe ; for I have been for twenty 
years upon the very verge of ftarving without ever be- 
ing ftarved. 

** My father, the younger fon of a good family, was 
pofleffed of a fmall living in the church. His education 
was above his fortune, and his generofity greater than his 
education. Poor as he was, he had his flatterers ftill poorer 
than himfelf ; for every dinner he gave them, they return- 
ed him an equivalent in praife : and this was all he wanted. 
The fame ambition that aftuates a monarch at the head of 
an army, influenced my father at the head of his table : he 
told the ftory of the Ivy Tree, and that was laughed at : 
he repeated thejeftof the Two Scholars and one Pair of 
Breeches, and the company laughed at that; but the ftory 
of Taffy in the Sedan-chair, was fure to fet the table on 
a roar. Thus his pleafure increafed in proportion to the 
pleafure he gave: he loved all the world, and he fancied 
all the world loved him. 

" As his fortune was but fmall, he lived up to the very ex- 
tent of it ; he had no intentions of leaving his children mo- 
ney, for that was drofs ; he was refolved they (hould have , 
learning, for learning, he ufed to obferve, was better than 
filver or gold. For this purpofe he undertook to inftrucT: 
us himfelf; and took as much pains to form our morals, as 
to improve our underftanding. We were told, that unw 

1 H 3 
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verfal benevolence was what firft cemented fociety : we 
were taught to confider all the wants of mankind as of 
our own ; to regard the human face divine with af- 
fection and efteem ; he wound us up to be mere machines 
of pity, and rendered us incapable of withftanding the 
flighteft impulfe, made either by real or fi&ious diftrefs; 
in a word, we were perfeftly inftrufled in the art of 
giving away thoufands before we were taught the more 
neceflary qualifications of getting a farthing. 

" I cannot avoid imagining, that, thus refined by his 
lefTons, out of all my fufpicion, and di veiled of even all 
the little cunning, which nature had given me, I refero- 
bled, upon my firft entrance into the bufy and infidious 
world, one of thofe gladiators who were expofed without 
armour in the amphitheatre at Rome. My father, how- 
ever, who had only feen the world on one fide, feemed 
to triumph in my fuperior difcernment, though my 
whole ftock of wifdom confifted in being able to talk 
like himfelf upon fubje&sthat once were ufeful, becaufe 
they were then topics of the bufy world ; but that now 
were utterly ufelefs, becaufe connected with the bufy 
world no longer. 

" The firft opportunity he had of finding his expefta- 
tions difappointed was, at the very middling figure I 
made in the univerfity : he had flattered himfalf, that he 
fhould fee me rifing into the foremoft rank in literary re. 
putation ; but was mortified to find me utterly unnoticed 
and unknown. His difappointment might have been 
partly afcribed to his having over-rated my talents, and 
partly to my diflike of mathematical reafonings, at a 
time when my imagination and memory, yet unfatisfied* 
were more eager after new objects than defirous of rear 
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Toning upon thofe I knew. This did not, however, 
pleafe my tutors, who obferved, indeed, that I was a 
little dull ; but, at the fame time allowed, that I feemed 
to be very good-natured, and had no harm in me. 

" After I had refided at college feven years, my fa- 
ther died, and left me — his blefiing. Thus moved from 
more without ill -nature to proteft, or cunning to guide, 
or proper ftores to fubfift me in fo dangerous a voyage, I 
was obliged to embark on the wide world at twenty-one. 
But in order to fettle in life, my friends advifed, (for 
they always advife when they begin to defpife us,) they 
advifed me, I fay, to go into orders. 

" To be obliged to wear a long wig, when I liked a 
fliort one, or a black coat, when I generally dreffed in 
brown, I thought was fuch a reftraint upon my liberty, 
that I abfolutely rejefted the propofal. A prieft in Eng- 
land is not the fame mortified creature with a bonze in 
China ; with us, not he that fafts beft, but eats beft, is 
reckoned the beft liver ; yet I rejefted a life of luxury, 
indolence, and eafe, from no other confideration, but 
that boyifh one of drefs. So that my friends were now 
perfeftly fatisfied I was undone, and yet they thought 
it a pity for one who had not the leaft harm in Kim, and 
was fo very good-natured. 

" Poverty naturally begets dependence, and I was ad- 
mitted as flatterer to a great man. At firft I was lur- 
prifed, that the (ituation of a flatterer at a great man's 
table could be thought difagreeable ; there was no great 
trouble in liftening attentively when his lordfliip fpoke, 
and laughing when he looked round for applaufe. This, 
even good manners might have obliged me to perform. 
I found, however, too foon, that his lordfliip was a 
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greater dunce than myfelf ; and from that very moment 
my power of flattery was at an end. I now rather aimed 
at fetting him right, than at receiving his abfurdities with 
fubmiflion : to flatter thofe we do not know, is an eafy 
talk ; but to flatter our intimate acquaintances, all whofe 
foibles are ftrongly in our eye, is drudgery infupport- 
able. Every time I now opened my lips in praife, my 
falfehood went to my conference ; his lordfhip foon per- 
ceived me to be unfit for fervice; I was, therefore, 
difcharged ; my patron at the fame time being gracioufly 
pjeafed to obferve, that he believed I was tolerably good- 
natured, and had not the leaft harm in me. 

" Difappointed in ambition, I had recourfe to love. 
A young lady, who lived with her aunt, and was poffeffed 
of a very pretty fortune, at her own difpofal, had given 
me, as I fancied, fome reafons to expecl fuccefs. The 
fymptoms by which I was guided were ftriking ; Ihe had 
always laughed with me at her aukward acquaintances, 
and at her aunt's among the number ; (he always ob- 
ferved, that a man of fenfe would make a better hufband 
than a fool, and I as conftantly applied the obfervation 
in my own favour. She continually talked, in my com- 
pany, of friend fhip, and the beauties of the mind, and fpoke 
of Mr. Shrimp, my rival's high-heeled (hoes with detef- 
tation. Thefe were circumftances which I thought ftrong- 
ly in my favour; fo after refolving and re-refolving, I had 
courage enough to tell her my mind. Mifs heard my pro- 
pofal with ferenity, feeming at the fame time to ftudy 
the figures of her fan. Out at laft it came. There was 
but one fmall objection to complete our happinefs ; which 
was no rapre than — that fhe was married three months 
before to Mr. Shrimp, with high-heeled fhoes! By 
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way of confolation, however, (he obferved, that though 
I was difappointed in her, my addrefles to her aunt 
would probably .kindle her into fenfibility; as the old 
lady always allowed me to be very good-natured, and 
not to have the lead (hare of harm in me. 

" Yet ftill 1 had friends, numerous friends, ana* to 
them I was refolved to apply. O friendfliip ! thou fond 
foother of the human breaft ! to thee we fly in every ca- 
lamity ; to thee the wretched feek for fuccour ; on thee» 
the care-tired fon of mifery fondly relies ; from thy kind 
afliftance the unfortunate always hopes relief, and may 
be ever fure of — difappointment I My firft application 
was to a city fcrivener, who had frequently offered to 
lend me money when he knew I did not want it. I in- 
formed him, that now was the time to put his friendfliip 
to the teft ; that I wanted to borrow a couple of hundreds 
for a certain occafion, and was refolved to take it up from 
him. — And pray, Sir, cried my friend, do you want all 
this money ? — Indeed I never wanted it more, returned 
I. — I am forry for that, cries the fcrivener, with all my 
heart ; for they who want money when they come to 
borrow, will always want money when they (hould come 
to pay. 

" From him I flew with indignation to one of the beft 
friends I had in the world, and made the fame requeil. 
— Indeed, Mr. Dry bone, cries my friend, I always thought 
it would come to this. You know, Sir, I would not ad- 
vife you but for your own good ; but your conduft has 
hitherto been ridiculous in the highelt degree, and fome 
of your acquaintance always thought you a very filly fel- 
low. Let me fee, you want two hundred pounds ; do 
you want only two hundred, Sir, exaclJy ? — To confefs, 



ic6 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

a truth, returned I, I (hall want three hundred; but then 
I have another friend from whom I can borrow the reft. 
— Why then, replied my friend, if you would take my 
advice, and you know I fhould not pre fume to advife 
you but for your own good, I would recommend it to 
you, to borrow the whole fum from that other friend, and 
then one note will ferve for all, you know. 

" Poverty now began to come fall upon me : yet in- 
ftead of growing more provident or cautious as I grew 
poor, I became every day more indolent and Ample. A 
friend was arretted for fifty pounds ; I was unable to ex- 
tricate him, except by becoming his bail. When at li- 
berty, he fled from his creditors, and left me to take his 
place. In prifon I expe&ed greater fatisfa&ions than I 
had enjoyed at large. I hoped to converfe with men in 
this new world, fimple and believing like myfelf ; but I 
found them as cunning and as cautious as thofe in the 
world I had left behind. They fpunged upon my money 
whilft it lafted, borrowed my coals and never paid them, 
and cheated me when I played at cribbage. All this wa$ 
done, becaufe they believed me to be very good-natured > 
and knew that I had no harm in me. 

" Upon my firft entrance into this manfion, which is 
to fome the abode of defpair, I felt no fenfations dif- 
ferent from thefe I experienced abroad. I was now on 
one fide of the door, and thofe who were unconfined were 
on the other ; this was all the difference between us. At 
firft, indeed, I felt fome uneafinefs, in confidering how 
I fhould be able to provide this week for the wants of th e 
week enfuing ; but after fome time, if 1 found myfelf fure 
of eat intone day, I never troubled my head how I was 
to be fupplied another; I feized every precarious meal 
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with the utmoft good humour, indulged no rants of fpleen 
at my fituation, never called down heaven and all the 
liars to behold me dining upon an halfpenny worth of 
radifhes; my very companions were taught to believe* 
that I liked fallad better than mutton. I contented my- 
felf with thinking, that all my life I fliould either eat 
white bread or brown ; confidered that all that happened 
was beft, laughed when I was not in pain, took the world 
as it went, and read Tacitus often,, for want of more 
books and company. 

" How long I might have continued in this torpid ftate 
of fimplicity I cannot tell, had I not been rouzed by fee- 
ing an old acquaintance, whom I knew to be a prudent 
blockhead, preferred to a place in the government. I 
now found that I had purfued a wrong trad, and that the 
true way of being able to relieve others, was firft to aim 
at independence myfelf. My immediate care, therefore, 
was to leave my prefent habitation, and make an entire 
reformation in my conduft and behaviour. For a free, 
open, undeflgning deportment, I put on that of clofenefs, 
prudence and ceconomy. One of the moil heroic actions 
I ever performed, and for which I (hall praife myfelf as 
long as I live, was the refuting half-a-crown to an old 
acquaintance, at the time when he wanted it, and I had 
it to fpare j for this alone, I deferved to be decreed an 
ovation. 

" I now, therefore, purfued a courfe of uninterrupted 
frugality, feldom wanted a dinner, and was confequentlv 
invited to twenty. I foon began to get the character ofc a 
faving hunks that had money ; and infenfibly grew into 
efteem. Neighbours have afked my advice in # the dif. 
pofal of their daughters, and I have always taken care not 
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to give any. I have contracted a friendftiip with an alder- 
man, only by obferving that if we take a farthing from a 
thoufand pound, it will be a thoufand pound no longer. 
I have been invited to a pawn-broker's table by pre- 
tending to hate gravy ; and am now actually upon treaty 
of marriage with a rich widow, for only having obferved 
that the bread was rifing. If ever I am afked a queftion, 
whether I know it or not, in (lead of anfwering, I only 
fmile and look wife. If a charity is propofed, I go about 
with the hat, but put nothing in myfelf. If a wretch fo- 
licits my pity, I obferve that the world is filled with im- 
poftors, and take a certain method of not being deceived, 
by never relieving. In fliort, I now find the trueft way 
of finding efteem even from the indigent is, to give a- 
way nothing, and thus have much in our power to give" 
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TO THE SAME. 
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lATELY in company with my friend in black, 
whofe converfation is now both my amufement and 
inftruftion, I could not avoid obferving the great number 
of old bachelors and maiden ladies with which this city 
feems to be over-run. — Sure, faid I, marriage is not 
fufficiently encouraged, or we fliould never behold fuch 
crowds of battered beaux and decayed coquets, ftill at- 
tempting to drive a trade they have been fo long unfit 
for, and fwarming upon the gaiety of the age. I behold 
an old bsRrhelor in the raoft contemptible light, as an 
animal that lives upon the common flock, without con- 
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tributing his (hare : he is a beaft of prey, and the laws 
(hould make ufe of as many ftratagems, and as much 
force, to drive the reluctant favage into the toils, as the 
Indians when they hunt the hyaena or the rhinoceros* 
The mob (hould be permitted to halloo after him, boys 
might play tricks on him with impunity, every well bred 
company mould laugh at him ; and if, when turned of 
fixty, he offered to make love, his miftrefs might fpit 
in his face, or what would be perhaps a greater punifli- 
ment, mould fairly grant him the favour. 

As for old maids, continued I, they mould not be 
treated with fo much feverity, becaufe I fuppofe no one 
would be fo if fhe could. No lady in her fenfes would 
chufe to make a fubordinate figure at chriftenings and 
lyings-in, when me might be the principal herfelf ; nor 
curry favour with a fifter-in-law, when (he might com- 
mand an hufband ; nor toil in preparing cuftards, when 
me might lie in a bed and give directions how they ought 
to* be made; nor ftifle all her fenfations in demure 
formality, when Ihe might, with matrimonial freedom, 
{hake her acquaintance by the hand, and wink at a double 
entendre. No lady could be fo very filly as to live fingle, 
if flie could help it. I confider an unmarried lady, de- 
clining into the vale of years, as one of thofe charming 
countries, bordering on China, that lies wafte for want 
of proper inhabitants. We are not to accufe the country, 
but the ignorance of its neighbours, who are infenfible 
of its beauties, though at liberty to enter and cultivate 
the foil. 

— " Indeed, Sir, replied my companion, you are very 
little acquainted with the Englifli ladies, to tfiink they 
are old maids againft their will. I dare venture to affirm. 
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that you can hardly fcleft one of them all, but has had 
frequent offers of marriage, which either pride or avarice 
has not made her rejeft. Inftead of thinking it a difgrace, 
they take every occafionto boaft of their former cruelty; 
a foldier does not exult more when he counts over the 
wounds he has received, than a female veteran when (he 
relates the wounds flie has formerly given : exhauftlefs 
when (he begins a narrative of the former death-dealing 
power of her eyes, (he tells of the knight in gold lace, 
who died with a fingle frown, and never rofe again till 
—he was married to his maid : Of the fquire, who being 
cruelly denied, fell in a rage, flew to the window, and 
lifting up the fafli, threw himfelf in an agony— into his 
arm-chair : Of the parfon, who croffed in love refolutely 
fwallowed opium, which baniflied the ftings of defpifed 
love, by — making him fleep. In fliort, fhe talks over 
fyer former lofles with pfeafure, and like fome tradefmen, 
finds confolation in the many bankruptcies fhe has dif- 
fered. 

" For this reafon, whenever I fee a fuperanuated 
beauty ftill unmarried, I tacitly accufe her either of 
pride, avarice, coquetry, or affe&ation. There is Mifs 
Jenny Tinderbox, I once remember to have had fome 
beauty and a moderate fortune. Her elder fifter hap- 
pened to marry a man of quality, and this feemed as a 
ftatute of virginity againft poor Jane. Becaufe there 
was one lucky hit in the family, flie was refolved not to 
difgrace it by introducing a tradefman ; by thus rejeft- 
ing her equals, and negleEled or defpifed by her fupe- 
riors, flie now afts in the capacity of tutorefs to her lif- 
ter's children, and undergoes the drudgery of three fer- 
vants, without receiving the wages of one. 
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" Mifs Squeeze was a pawn-broker's daughter ; her 
father had early taught her, that money was a very good 
thing, and left her a moderate fortune at his death. She 
was fo perfeftly fenfible of the value of what fhe had got 
that (he was refolved never to part with a farthing, with- 
out an equality on the part of her fuitor ; fhe thus refufed 
feveral offers made her by people who wanted to better 
themfelves, as the faying is ; and grew old and ill-natured, 
without ever confidering that fhe mould have made an 
abatement in her pretenfions, from her face being pale 
and marked with the fmall-pox. 

" Lady Betty Tempeft, on the contrary, had beauty, 
with fortune and family. But fond of conqueff, fhepaf- 
fed from triumph to triumph ; (he had read plays and ro- 
mances, and there had learned, that a plain man of com- 
mon fenfe was no better than a fool ; fuch (he refufed, and 
fighed only for the gay, giddy, inconftant, and thought- 
lefs ; after me had thus rejected hundreds who liked her, 
and fighed for hundreds who defpifed her, (he found her- 
ielf infenfibly deferted : at prefent fhe is company only 
for her aunts and coufins, and fometimes makes one in a 
country dance, with one of the chairs for a partner, cafti 
off round a joint-ftool, and fets to a corner cupboard* In 
a word, fhe is treated with civil contempt from every 
quarter, and placed, like a piece of old fafhioned lum- 
ber, merely to fill up a corner. 

" But Sophronia, the fagacious Sophronia, how fhall 
I mention her ? She was taught to love Greek, and hate 
the men from her very infancy: fhe has rejected fine 
gentlemen, becaufe they were not pedants, and pedants 
becaufe they were not fine gentlemen : her exquifite fen» 
Ability has taught her to difcover every fault in every lo- 
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ver, and her inflexible juftice has prevented her pardon- 
ing them. Thus (he rejefted feveral offers, till the wrin- 
kles of age had overtaken her ; and now, without one 
good feature in her face, fhe talks inceflantly of the 
beauties of the mind. Farewell. 
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ERE we to eftimate the learning of the Englifli 
by the number of books that are every day publifhed 
among them, perhaps no country, not even China itfelf, 
could equal them in this particular. I have reckoned 
not lefs than twenty-three new books publifhed in one 
day ; which, upon computation, makes eight thoufand 
three hundred and ninety-five in one year. Moft of 
thefeare not confined to one {ingle fcience, but embrace 
the whole circle. Hiftory, politics, poetry, mathema- 
tics, metaphyfics, and the philofophy of nature, are all 
comprifed in a manual not larger than that in which our 
children are taught the letters, if, then, we fuppofe the 
learned of England to read but an eighth part of the 
works which daily come from the prefs, (arid fure none 
can pretend to learning upon lefs eafy terms,) at this rate 
every fcholar would read a thoufand books in one year. 
From fuch a calculation, you may conje&ure what an 
amazing fund of literature a man muft be poffeffed of, 
who thus reads three new books every day-,-not one of 
which but contains all the good things that ever were faid 
or written. 
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And yet I know not how it happens, but the Englifli 
are not in reality fo learned as would feem from this 
calculation. We meet but few who know all arts and 
fciences in perfe&ion ; whether it is that the generality are 
incapable of fuch extenfive knowledge, or that the authors 
of thofe books are not adequate i'nftruftors. In China, the 
emperor himfelf takes cognizance of all the doftors in the 
kingdom who profefs authorfhip. In England, every man 
may be an author that can write 5 for they have by law a 
liberty, not only of faying wh&t they pleafe, but of being 
alfo as duH as they pleafe. 

Yefterday I teftified my fuprize to the man in black* 
where writers could be found in fufficient number to throw 
off the books I daily faw crowding from the prefs. I at 
fir ft imagined that their learned feminaries might take 
this method of inftrufting the world ; but to obviate this 
objection, my companion affured me, that the doftors or 
colleges never wrote, and that fome of them had aftually 
forgot their reading ; butyif you defire, continued he, to 
fee a collection of authors, 1 fancy I can introduce you 
this evening to a club, which affembles every Saturday at 
feven, at the fign of the Broom near Iflington, tp talk 
over the bufinefs of the laft, and the entertainment of the 
week enfuing. I accepted his invitation ; we walked to- 
gether, and entered the houfe fome time before the ufual 
hour for the company affembling. 

My friend took this opportunity of letting me into the 
characters of the principal members of the club, not even 
the ho ft excepted, who, it feems> was once an author 
himfelf, but preferred by a bookfeller to this fituation as 
a reward for his former fervicesv 

The firft perfdn, faid he,, of our fociety, is DoSor 

I 
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Nonentity, a metaphyfician. Moft people think him a 
profound fcholar ; but as he feldom fpeaks, I cannot be 
pofitive in that particular ; he generally fpreads himfelf 
before the fire, fucks his pipe, talks little, drinks much, 
and is reckoned very good company ; I'm told he writes 
indexes to perfection, he makes e flays on the origin of 
evil, philofophicaj inquiries upon any fubjeft, and draws 
up an anfwer to any book upon twenty -four hours warn- 
ing. You may rfiftinguifh him from the reft of the com- 
pany by his long grey wig, and the blue handkerchief 
round his neck. 

The next to him in merit and efteem is Tim Syllabub, 
a droll creature ; he fometimes mines as a ftar of the firft 
magnitude among the choice fpirits of the age ; he is reck- 
oned equally excellent at a rebus, a riddle, a bawdy fong, 
and an hymn for the tabernacle. You will know him by 
his (habby finery, his powdered wig, dirty lhirt, and 
broken filk ftockings. 

After him fucceeds Mr. Tibs, a very ufeful hand ; he 
writes receipts for the bite of a mad dog, and throws off 
an eaftern tale to perfection ; he undcrftands the bufinefs 
of an author as well as any man ; for no bookfeller alive 
can cheat him : you may diftinguifli him by the peculiar 
clumfinefs of his figure and the coarfenefs of his coat ; 
however, though it be coarfe (as he frequently tells the 
company) he has paid for it. 

Lawyer Squint is the politician of the fociety, he makes 
fpeeches for parliament, writes addrefles to his fellow - 
fubjefts, and letters to noble commanders ; he gives the 
hiftoiy of every new play, and finds feafonable thoughts 
upon every occafion. — My companion was proceeding in 
his defcription, when Hie hoft came running in "with ter- 
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tor on his countenance to tell us, that the door was befet 
with bailiffs. — If that be the cafe then, fays my com- 
panion, we had as good be going ; for I am pofitive we 
lhall not fee one of the company this night. Wherefore 
difappointed, we were both obliged to return home, he 
to enjoy the oddities which compofe his character alone, 
and I to write, as ufual, to my friend, the occurrences 
of the dav. Adieu* 
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>Y my laft advices from Mofcow, I find* the caravan 
has not yet departed for China ; I ftill continue to write, 
expefting that you may receive a large number of my 
letters at once* In them you will find rather a minute 
detail of Englifti peculiarities, than a general picture of 
their manners or difpofition. Happy it were for man* 
kind, if all travellers would thus, inftead of characterizing 
a people in general terms, lead us into a detail of thofe 
minute circumftances which firft influenced their opini. 
on : the genius of a country Ihould be inveftigated with 
a kind of experimental inquiry : by this means we fhould 
have more precife and juft notions of foreign nations, and 
deteft travellers themfelves when they happened to form 
wrong conclufions. 

My friend and I repeated our vifit to the club of au- 
thors ; where, upon our entrance, we found the member 8 
all affembled, and engaged in a loud debate. 

I 2 
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The poet, in fhabby finery, holding a manufcript in 
his hand, was earneftly endeavouring to perfuade the 
company to hear him read the firft book of an heroic 
poem, which he had com po fed the day before. But 
againft this all the members very warmly objefted. They 
knew no reafon why any member of the club fhould be 
indulged with a particular hearing, when many of them 
had publifhed whole volumes which had never been look- 
ed in. They infilled that the law fhould be obferved, 
where reading in company was exprefsly noticed* It 
was in vain that the plaintiff pleaded the peculiar merit 
of his piece; he fpoke to an aflembly infenfible to all his-' 
remonftrances ; the book of laws was opened, and read 
by the fecretary, where it was exprefsly enafted, " That 
whatfoever poet, fpeech-maker, critic, or hi dorian, mould 
prefume to engage the company by reading his own 
works, he was to lay down fix-pence previous to opening 
the manufcript, and fhould be charged one (hilling an 
hour while he continued reading : the faid (hilling to be 
equally diftributed among the company, as a recompence 
for their trouble." 

Our poet feemed at firft to fhrink at the penalty, hefi- 
tating for fome time whether he fhould depofit the fine, 
or (hut up the poem ; but looking round, and perceiving 
two ftrangers in the room, his love of fame out-weighed 
his prudence, and, laying down the fum by law efta- 
blifjied, he infilled on his prerogative. 

A profound filence enfuing, he began, by explaining 
his defign. — " Gentlemen, (fays he,) the prefent piece 
is not one of your common epic poems, which come 
from the prefs like paper-kites in fummer; there are 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 117 

none of your Turnufes or Didos in it ; it is an heroica] 
clefcription of nature. I only beg you'll endeavour to 
make your fouls in unifon with mine, and hear with the 
fame enthufiafm with which I have written. The poem 
begins with the description of an author's bed-chamber: 
the piAure was fketched in my own apartment ; for you 
mull know, gentlemen, that I am myfelf the hero." 
Then putting himfelf into the attitude of an orator, 
with all the emphafis of voice and aftion, he proceeded : 

Where the Red Lion flaring o'er the way, 

Invites each palling ftranger that can pay ; 

Where Calvert's butt, and Par foil's black champaign, 

Regale the drabs and bloods of Drury-latfe ; 

There in a lonely room, from bailiff's fnug, 

The mufe found Scroggen ftretch'd beneath a rug ; 

A window, patch'd with paper, lent a ray, 

That dimly fhcw'd the ftate in which he lay j 

The faaded floor that grits beneath the tread, 

The humid wall with paltry pictures fpread ; 

The royal game of goofe was there in view; 

And the twelve rules the royal martyr drew ; 

The feafons, fram'd wilh lifting, found a place, 

And brave Prince William (hew'd his lamp-black face 

The morn was cold — he views with keen defire 

The rutty gTate, unconfcious of a fire : 

With beer and milk arrears the frieze was fcor'd, 

And five crack'd tea-cups drefs'd the chimney-board : 

A night-cap deck'd his brows inftead of bay, 

A cap by night— — a flocking all the day ; 

With this laft line he feemed fo much elated, that he 
was unable to proceed : " There, gentlemen, (cries he,) 
there is a defcription for you ; Rabelais's bed-chamber 
is but a fool to it : 

A CAr BY N1«HT— . A STOCKING ALL THI DAY. 1 

13 
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There is found, and feqfe, and truth, and nature in the 
trifling compafs of ten little fyllables. 

He was too much employed in felf-admiration to ob-» 
ferve the company ; who, by nods, winks, (hrugs, and 
ftifled laughter, teftified every mark of contempt. He 
turned feverally to each for their opinion, and found all, 
however, ready to applaud. One fwore it was inimitable ; 
another {aid it was damn'd fine ; and a third cried out 
in a rapture, Carijjimo. At laft, addrefling himfelf to 
the prefident; and pray, Mr, Squint, fays he, let us 
have your opinion. Mine, anfwered the prefident, (tak- 
ing the manufcript put of the author's hands,) may this 
glafs fuffocate me, but I think it equal to any thing I 
have feen ; and I fancy, continued he, doubling up the 
poem, and forcing it into the author's pocket, that you 
will get great honour when it comes out ; fo I (hall beg 
leave to put it in. We fhall not intrude upon your good 
nature, in defiring to hear more of it at prefent ; ex 
ungue Hcrculem, we are fatisfied, perfectly fatisfied. 
The author made two or three attempts to pull it out a 
fecond time, and the prefident made as many to prevent 
him. Thus, though with reluftance, he was at laft 
obliged to fit down, contented with the commendations 
for which he had paid. 

When this teinpeft of poetry and praife was blown 
over, one of the company changed the fubjeQ, by won- 
dering how any man could be fo dull as to write poetry 
at prefent, fince profe itfelf would hardly pay. — Would 
you think it, gentlemen, continued he, I have aftually 
written laft week, fixteen prayers, twelve bawdy jefts, 
and three fermons, all at the rate of fix-pence a-piece ; 
and what is ftill more extraordinary, the bookfeller has 
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loft by the bargain. Such fejrmons would have once 
gained me a prebend's ilall ; but now, alas ! we have 
neither piety, tafte, nor humour among us. Pofitively, 
if this feafon does not turn out better than ij has be- 
gun, unlefs the miniftry commit fome blunders to fur- 
irifli us with a new topic of abufe, I fliall refume my" 
old bufinefs of working at the prefs, in {lead of finding 
it employment. 

The whole club feemed to join in condemning the 
feafon, as one of the worft that had come for fome time; 
a gentleman particularly obferved, that the nobility were 
never known to fubfcribe worfe than at prefent. — " I 
know not how it happens, faid he, though I follow them 
up as clofe as poffible, yet I can hardly get a fingle fub- 
fcription in a week. The houfes of the great are as 
inacceflible as a frontier garrifon at midnight. I never 
fee a nobleman's door half opened, that fome furly por- 
ter or footman does not Hand full in the breach. I was 
yefterday to wait with a fubfcription propofal upon my 
lord Squaih, the Creolian. I had polled myfelf at his 
door the whole morning, and juft as he was getting into 
his coach, thruft my propofal fnug into his hand, folded 
up in the form of a letter from myfelf. He juii glanced 
at the fuperfcription, and not knowing the hand, con* 
(igned it to his valet-de-chambre ; this refpeftable jper- 
fonage treated it as his mailer, and put it into the hands of 
the porter. The porter grafped my propofal, frowning, 
and, meafuiing my figure from top to toe, put it back 
into my own hands unopened." 

— " To the devil I pitch all .the nobility, cries a little 
man, in a peculiar accent ; J am fure they have of late 
Hfed me moil fcurvily. You muft know gentlemen, fome 
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time ago, upon the arrival of a certain noble duke from 
his travels, I fet myfelf down, and vamped up a fine 
flaunting poetical panygeric ; which I had written in fuch 
a drain, that I fancied it would have even wheedled milk 
from a moufe. In this I reprenfented the whole king- 
dom welcoming his grace to his native foil, nor forgetting 
the lofs France and Italy would fuftain in their arts by 
his departure." I expe&ed to touch for a bank bill at 
leaft ; fo folding up my verfes in gilt paper, I gave my 
laft half-crown to a genteel fervant to be the bearer. My 
letter was fafely conveyed to his grace ; and the fervant, 
after four hours abfence, during which time I led the life 
of a fiend, returned with a letter four times as big as mine* 
Guefs my extacy at the profpeft of fo fine a return. I 
eagerly took the packet into my hands, that trembled to 
receive it. I kept it fome time unopened before me, 
brooding over the expefted treafure it contained ; when 
opening it, as I hope to be faved, gentlemen ! his grace 
had fent me in payment for my poem, no bank bills, but 
fix copies of verfe, each longer than mine, addreffed to 
him upon the fame occafion, 

— " A nobleman, cries a member who had hitherto 
been filent, is created as much for the confufion of us 
authors, as the catch-pole. I'll tell you a ftory, gentle- 
men, which is as true, as that this pipe is made of clay.— 
When I was delivered of my firft book, I owed my tay- 
lor for a fuit of clothes ; but that is nothing new, you 
know, and may be any man's cafe as well as mine. Well, 
owing him for a fuit of clothes, and hearing that my book 
took very well, he fent for his money, and infilled upon 
being paid immediately ; though I was at that time in 
rich fame, for my book run like wild-fire, yet I was very 
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Ihort in money, and being unable to fatisfy his demand, 
prudently refol ved to keep my chamber, preferring a pri- 
fon of my own chufing at home, to one of my taylor's 
chufing abroad. In vain the bailiffs ufed all their arts to 
decoy me from my citadel; in vain they fent to let me 
know, that a gentleman wanted to fpeak with me at the 
next tavern; in vain they came with an urgent meffage 
from my aunt in the country ; in vain 1 was told that a 
particular friend was at the point of death, and defired 
to take his laft farewell ; I was deaf, infenfible, rock, ada- 
mant. The bailiffs could make no impreflion on my 
hard heart, for I effectually kept my liberty by never 
ftirring our of the room. 

" This was very well for a fortnight ; when one morn- 
ing I received a moil fplendid meffage from the Earl of 
Doomfday, importing that he had read my book, and 
was in raptures with every line of it ; he impatiently 
longed to fee the author, and had fome defigns which 
might turn out greatly to my advantage. I paufed upon 
the contents of this meffage, and found there could be no 
deceit, for the card was gilt at the edges, and the bearer, 
I ^was told, had quite the looks of a gentleman. Wit- 
nefs, ye powers, how my heart triumphed at my own 
importance ! I faw a long perfpeftive felicity before me ; 
I applauded the tafte of the times, which never faw ge- 
nius forfaken ; I had prepared a fet introductory fpeech 
for the occafion, five glaring compliments for his lord- 
(hip, and two more mode ft for myfelf. The next morn- 
ing, therefore, in order to be punftual to my appoint- 
ment, I took coach, and ordered the fellow to drive to 
the ftreet and houfe mentioned in his lordfhip's addrefs. 
I had the precaution to pull up the windows as I went 
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along, to keep off the bufy part of mankind ; and, big 
with expeftation, fancied the coach never went fall 
enough. At length, however, the wifhed-for moment 
of its (lopping arrived ; this for fome time I impatiently 
expe&ed ; and letting down the door in a tranfport, in 
order to take a previous view of his lord {hip's magnificent 
palace, and (ituation, I found — poifon to my fight ! I 
found myfelf, not in an elegant ftreet, but a paltry lane, 
not at a nobleman's door, but the door of a fpunging- 
houfe ; I found the coachman had all this while been 
driving me to jaij, and I faw the bailiff, with a devil's 
face, coming out to fecure me. 

To a philofopher, no circumftance, however trifling, 
is too minute ; he finds inftruction and entertainment in 
occurrences which are parted over by the reft of mankind 
as low, trite, and indifferent ; it is from the number of 
thefe particulars which, to many appear tnfignificant, 
that he is at laft enabled to form general conclufions ; this, 
therefore, mull be my excufe for fending fo far as China, 
accounts of manners and follies, which, though minute 
in their own nature, ferve more truly to characterize this, 
people, than hiftories of their public treaties, courts, mi- 
nifters, negotiations, and arabaffadors. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXL 



FRQM THE SAME. 



IhE Englifli have not yet brought the art of gar^ 
dening to the fame perfection with the Chinefe, -but have- 
lately begun to imitate them ; nature is now followed with 
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greater affiduity than formerly ; the trees are fuffered to 
fhoot out into the utmoil luxuriance ; the ftreams, no 
longer forced from their native beds, are permitted to 
wind along the vallies : fpontaneous flowers take place 
of the finifhed parterre, and the enabled meadow of the 
{haven green. 

Yet ftill the Englifh are far behind us in this charming 
art ; their defigners have not yet attained a power of unit- 
ing inftru&ion with beauty, An European will fcarcely 
conceive iny meaning, when I fay, that there is fcarce 
a garden in China which does not contain fome fine mo- 
ral, couched under the general defign, where one is no t 
taught wifdom as he walks, and feels the force of fome 
noble truth, or delicate precept, refiilting from the dif. 
pofition of the groves, ftreams, or grottos. Permit me 
to illuftrate what I mean by a defcription of my gardens 
at Quamfi. My heart ftill hovers round thofe fcenes of 
former happinefs with pleafure ; and I find fatisfa&ion 
in enjoying them at this diftance, though but in imagi- 
nation. 

You defcended from the houfe between two groves of 
trees, planted in fuch a manner that they were impene- 
trable to the eye ; while on each hand the way was adorn, 
ed with all that was beautiful in porcelain, ftatuary, and 
painting. This paffage from the houfe opened into an 
area furrounded with rocks, flowers, trees, and ftirubs ; 
but all fo difpofed as if each was the fpontaneous produc- 
tion of nature. As you proceeded forward on this lawn, 
to your right and left hand, were two gates oppofite each 
.other, of very different architefture and defign ; and be- 
fore you lay a temple, build rather with minute elegance 
than oftentation. 
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The right-hand gate was planned with the utmoft fim- 
plicity, or rather rudenefs ; ivy clafped round the pillars, 
the baleful cyprefs hung over it; time feemed to have de* 
ftroyed all the fmoothnefs and regularity of the ftone ; 
two champions with lifted clubs appeared in the aft of 
guarding its accefs ; dragons and ferpents were feen in the 
mod hideous attitudes, to deter the fpeftator from ap- 
proaching ; and the perfpeftive view that lay behind, 
feemed dark and gloomy to the 1&& degree ; *he ftranger 
was tempted to enter only from the motto, Pervia 
virtuti. 

The oppofite gate was formed in a very different man- 
ner ; the architecture was light, elegant, and inviting ; 
flowers hung in wreaths round the pillars ; all was finifli- 
ed in the moft exaft and raafterly manner ; the very ftone 
of which it, was built ffill preferved its poliih ; nymphs, 
wrought by the hand of a matter, in the moft alluring at- 
titudes, beckoned the ftranger to approach ; while all 
that lay behind, as far -as the eye could reach, feemed 
gay, luxuriant, and capable of affording endlefs plea- 
fure. The motto itfelf contributed to invite him, for 
over the gate was written thefe words, Facilis de- 
sensus. 

By this time I fancy you begin to perceive, that the 
gloomy gate was defigned to reprefent the road to vir- 
tue ; the oppofite, the more agreeable paffage to vice. It 
is but natural to fuppofe, that the fpeftator was always 
tempted to enter by the gate which offered him fo many 
allurements ; I always, in thefe cafes, left him to his 
choice; but generally found that he took to the left, 
which promifed moft entertainment. 
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Immediately upon his entering the gate of vice, the 
trees and flowers were difpofed in fuch a manner as to 
make the mod pleafing impreflion ; but, as he walked 
farther on, he infenfibly found the garden affume the air 
of a wildernefs ; the landfcapes began to darken, the 
paths grew more intricate, he appeared to go down- 
wards, frightful rocks feemed to hang over his head, 
gloomy caverns, unexpected precipices, awful ruins, 
heaps of unburied bones, and terrifying founds, caufed 
by unfeen waters, began to take place of what at firft 
appeared fo lovely : it was in vain to attempt returning ; 
the labyrinth was too much perplexed for any but my- 
felf to find the way back. In fhort, when fufficientlv 
imprefled with the horrors of what he faw, and the im- 
prudence of his choice, I brought him by a hidden door, 
a fliorter way back, into the area from whence at firft 
he had ftrayed. 

The gloomy gate now prefented itfelf before the 
ftranger; and though there feemed little in its appear- 
ance to tempt his curiofity, yet, encouraged by the mot- 
to, he generally proceeded. The darknefs of the en- 
trance, the frightful figures that feemed to obftruft his 
way, the trees of a mournful green, confpired at firft to 
difguft him : as he went forward, however, all began to 
open and wear a more pleafing appearance; beautiful 
cafcades, beds of flowers, trees loaded with fruit or blof- 
foms, and unexpected brooks, improved the fcene ; he 
now found that he was afcending, and, as he proceeded, 
all nature grew more beautiful, the profpeft widened as 
he went higher, even the air itfelf feemed to become 
more pure. Thus pleafed and happy, from unexpected 
beauties, I at laft led him to an arbour, from whence he 
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could view the garden and the whole country around, 
and where he might own, that the road to Virtue ter- 
minated in Happinefs. 

Though, from this defcription you may imagine, that 
a vaft traft of ground was neceffary to exhibit fuch a 
pleafing variety in, yet, be aflured, that I have feen feve- 
ral gardens in England take up ten times the fpace which 
mine did, without half the beauty. A very fmall ex. 
tent of ground is enough for an elegant tafte ; the greater 
room is required if magnificence is in view. There is 
no fpot, though ever fo little, which a fkilful defigner 
might not thus improve, fo as to convey a delicate alle- 
gory, and imprefs the mind with truths the mod ufeful 
and neceffary. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXXIL 



FROM THE SAME. 



I 



.N a late excurfion with my friend into the country, a 
gentleman with a blue ribbon tied round his moulder, 
and in a chariot drawn by fix horfes, paffed fwiftly by 
us, attended with a numerous train of captains, lacquies, 
and coaches filled with women* When we were reco* 
vered from the duft, raifed by his cavalcade, and could 
contiune our difcourfe without danger of fuffocation, J 
obferved to my companion, that all this ftate and equipage 
1 Which he feemed to defpife, would* in China, be re- 
garded with the utmoft reverence, becaufe fuch diftinc- 
tions were always the reward of merit ; the greatnefs of 
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& Mandarine's retinue being a moft certain mark of the 
fuperiority of his abilities or virtue. 

— The gentleman who has now paffed us, replied my 
companion, has no claims from his own merit to diftinc- 
tion ; he is pofleffed neither of abilities nor virtue ; it is 
enough for him that one of his anceftors was pofleffed of 
thefe qualities two hundred years before him. There 
was a time, indeed, when his family deferved their ti- 
tles, but they are long (ince degenerated ; and his an- 
ceftors, for more than a century, have heen more and 
more felicitous to keep up the breed of their dogs and 
horfes than that of their children. This very nobleman, 
Ample as he feems, is defcended from a race of ftatef- 
men and heroes; but, unluckily, his great grandfather 
marrying a cook-maid, and {he, having a trifling paflion 
for his lordfliip's groom, they fomehow crofTed the 
ftrain, and produced an heir, who took after his mother 
in his great love to good eating, and his father in a vi- 
olent affeftion for horfe fleih. Thefe paflions have, for 
fome generations, paffed on from father to fon, and are 
now become the chara&eriftics of the family, his pre- 
fent lordfhip being equally remarkable for his kitchen 
and (table. 

— But fuch a nobleman, cried I, deferves our pity, 
thus placed in fo high a fphere of life, which only the 
more expofes to contempt. A king may confer titles* 
but it is perfonal merit alone that infures refpeft. I 
fuppofe, added I, that fuch men who are fo very unfit to 
fill up their dignity, are defpifed by their equals, neg- 
lefied by their inferiors, and condemned to live among 
involuntarily dependents in irkfome folitude. 
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—You are ftill under a miftake, replied my compa- 
nion ; for though this nobleman is a ftranger to genera- 
lity, though he takes twenty opportunities in a day of 
letting his guefls know how much he defpifes them; 
though he is pofleffed neither of tafte, wit, nor wifdom ; 
though incapable of improving others by his converfation» 
and never known to enrich any by his bounty ; yet for 
all this, his company is eagerly fought after : he is a lord, 
and that is as much as mo ft people defire in a companion. 
Quality and title have fuch allurements, that hundreds 
are reajdy to give up all their own importance, to cringe, 
to flatter, to look little, and to pall every pleafure in con- 
ftraint, merely to be among the great, though without 
the leaft hopes of improving their underftanding or fhar- 
ing their generality ; they might be happy among their 
equals, but thofe are defpifed for company, where they 
are defpifed in turn. You faw what a crowd of humble 
coufins, card-ruined beaux, and captains on half-pay f 
were willing to make up this great man's retinue down 
to his country-feat. Not one of all thefe that could not 
lead a more comfortable life at hone in their little lodging 
of three (hillings a-week, with their lukewarm dinner 
ferved up between two pewter plates from a cook's {hop. 
Yet, poor devils, they are willing to undergo the imper- 
tinence and pride of their entertainer, merely to be 
thought to live among the great ; they are willing to pafs 
the fummer in bondage, though confeious they are taken 
down only to approve his lordfhip's tafte upon every oc- 
cafion, to tag all his ftupid obfervations with a very true r 
to praife his ftable, and defcant upon his claret and 
cookery* 
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—The pitiful humiliations of the gentlemen you are 
now defcribing, faid I, puts me in mind of a cuftom 
among the Tartars of Koreki, not entirely diflimilar to 
this we are now confidering.* The Ruffians, who trade 
with them, carry thither a kind of muflirooms, which 
they exchange for furs of fquirrels, ermins, fables, and 
foxes. Thefe muflirooms the rich Tartars lay up in large 
quantities for the winter ; and when a nobleman makes a 
mufliroom-feaft, all the neighbours around are invited. 
The muflirooms are prepared by boiling, by which the 
water acquires an intoxicating quality, and is a fort of 
drink which the Tartars prize beyond all other. When 
the nobility and ladies are affembled, and the ceremonies 
ufual between people of diftinftion over, the mufhroom- 
broth goes freely round ; they laugh, talk double enten- 
dre, grow fuddled, and become excellent company. 
The poorer fort, who love mufhroom-broth to diftraftion 
as well as the rich, but cannot afford it at the firft handt 
poft themfelves on thefe occafions round the huts of the 
rich, and watch the opportunities of the ladies and gen- 
tlemen, as they come down to pafs their liquor; and 
holding a wooden bowl, catch the delicious fluid, very 
little altered by filtration, being ftill ftrongly tinftured 
with the intoxicating quality. Of this they drink with 
the utmoft fatisfaftion ; and thus they get as drunk and 
as jovial as their betters. 

— Happy nobility ! cries my companion, who can 
fear no diminution of refpeft, unlefs by bdng feized with 



* Van Stralenburg, a writer of credit, gives the fame account of this people. 
Vid. an Hift. Geograph. description of the North eaftern parts of Eu- 
rope and Alia, p. 397* 
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a ftranguary ; and who, when mod drunk, are molt ufe-» 
ful ; though we have not this cuftom among us, I forefee, 
that if it were introduced, we might have many a toad-> 
eater in England ready to drink from the wooden bowl 
on thofe occafions, and to praife the flavour of his lord- 
fliip's liquor. As we have different clafles of gentry, who 
knows but we might fee a lord holding the bowl to a 
minifter, a knight holding it to his lordihip, and a (imple 
'fquire drinking it double diftilled from the loins of 
knighthood. For my part, I fhall never for the future 
hear a great man's flatterers haranguing in his praife, that 
I (hall not fancy I behold the wooden bowl ; for I can 
fee no reafbn why a man, who can live eafily and happily 
at home, fhould bear the drudgery of decorum, and the 
impertinence of his entertainer, unlefs intoxicated with a 
paflion for all that was quality, unlefs he thought, that 
whatever came from the great was delicious, and had the 
tin&ure of the mufiiroom* Adieu. 



LETTER XXXIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



I 



AM difgufted, O Fum Hoam ! even to ficknefs dif. 
gufled. Is it poflible to bear the prefumption of thofe 
iflanders, when they pretend to inftruft me in the cere- 
monies of China ? They lay it down as a maxim, that 
every perfon who comes from thence, muft exprefs him* 
felf in metaphor, fwear by Alia, rail againft wine, and 
behave, and talk, and write like a Turk or Perfian. They 
make no diftjn&ion between our elegant manners, and 
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the voluptuous barbarities of our eaftern neighbours. 
Wherever I come, I raife either diffidence or aftonifh- 
ment ; fome fancy me no Chinefe, becaufe I am formed 
more like a man than a monfter ; and others wonder to 
find one born five thoufand miles from England, endued 
with common fenfe. Strange, fay they, that a man who 
has received his education at fuch a diftance from Lon- 
don, mould have common fenfe ! to be born out of Eng- 
land, and yet have common fenfe ! impoflible ! He muft 
be fome Englilhman in difguife ;* his very vifage has no- 
thing of the true exotic barbarity. 

I yefterday received an invitation from a lady of dif- 
tinftion, who, it feems, had collected all her knowledge 
of eaftern manners from fiftions every day propagated 
here, under the titles of Eaftern Tales, and Oriental Hif- 
tories. She received me very politely, but feemed to 
wonder, that I neglefted bringing opium and a tobacco 
box ; when chairs were drawn for the reft of the company, 
I was afligned my place on a cufhion on the floor. It 
was in vain that I protefted the Chinefe ufed chairs as in 
Europe ; flie underftood decorums too well to entertain 
me with the ordinary civilities. 

I had fcarce been feated according to her directions, 
when the footman was ordered to pin a napkin under my 
• chin. This I protefted againft, as being no way Chinefe ; 
however, the whole company, who it feems were a club 
of connoiffeurs, gave it unanimoufly againft me, and the 
napkin was pinned accordingly. 

It was impoflible to be angry with people who feemed 
to err only from an excefs of politenefs, and I fat con- 
tented, expe&ing their importunities were now at an end ; 
but as foon as ever dinner was ferved, the lady demanded 
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whether I was for a plate of bears claws, or a flice of bird* 
nefts ? As thefe were diflies with which I was utterly un- 
acquainted, I was defirous of eating only what I knew* 
and therefore, begged to be helped from a piece of beef 
that lay on the fide-table ; my requeft at once difcon- 
certed the whole company. A Chinefe eat beef, that 
could never be ! there was no local propriety in Chinefe 
beef, whatever there might be in Chinefe pheafant. — 
Sir, faid my entertainer, I think I have fome reafons to 
fancy myfelf a judge of thefe matters ; in fhort, the Chi- 
nefe never eat beef; fo that I mufl be permitted to re- 
commend the Pilaw, there was never better dreffed at 
Pekin ; the faffron and rice are well boiled, and the fpices 
in perfe&ion. 

I had no fooner bugun to eat what was laid before me, 
than I found the whole company as much aftoniflied as 
before ; it feems I made no ufe of my chopfticks. A 
grave gentleman, whom I take to be an author, harangued 
very learnedly (as the company feemed to think) upon 
the ufe which was made of them in China : he entered 
into a long argument with himfelf about their firft intro- 
duction, without once appealing to me, who might be 
fuppofed bell capable of filencing the inquiry. As the 
gentleman, therefore, took my filence for a mark of his 
own fuperior fagacity, he was refolved to purfue the tri- 
umph: he talked of our cities, mountains, and animals, 
as familiar as if he had been born in Quamfi, but as er- 
roneoufly as if a native of the moon ; he attempted to 
prove that I had nothing of the true Chinefe cut in my 
vifage ; fhewed that my cheek bones mould have been 
higher, and my forehead broader ; in fliort, he almoft 
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reafoned me out of my country, and effeftually perfuad- 
ed the reft of the company to be of his opinion. 

I was going to expofe his miftakes, when it was infill- 
ed, that I had nothing of the true eaftern manner in my 
delivery. — This gentleman's converfation (fays one of the 
ladies, who was a great reader) is like our own, mere 
chit chat and common fenfe ; there is nothing like fenfe 
in the true eaftern ftyle, where nothing more is required 
but fublimity. Oh! for an hiftoryof Aboulfaouris ! the 
grand voyager of genii, magicians, rocks, bags of bullets, 
giants, and enchanters, where all is great, obfcure, mag- 
nificent, and unintelligible ! I have written many a fhect 
of eaftern tales myfelf, interrupts the author, and I defy 
the fevereft critic to fay, but that I have ftuck clofe to 
the true manner. I have compared a lady's chin to the 
fnow upon the mountains of Bomek ; a foldier's fword 
to the clouds that obfcure the face of heaven. If riches 
are mentioned, I compare them to the flocks that graze 
the verdant Tafflis ; if poverty, to the mifts that veil the 
brow of mount Baku. I have ufed thee and thou upon 
all occafions ; I have defcribed fallen ftars and fplitting 
mountains, not forgetting the little Houries, who make 
a very pretty figure in every defcription. But you fhall 
hear how I generally begin. " Ebenbenbolo, who was 
the fon of Ban, was born on the foggy fummits of Bender- 
abafli. His beard was whiter than the feathers which veil 
the breaft of the Penguin ; his eyes were like the eyes of 
doves, when wafhed by the dews of the morning; his 
hair, which hung like the willow weeping over the glafly 
flream, was fo beautiful, that it feemed to refleel: its own 
brightnefs ; and his feet were as the feet of a wild deer, 
which fleeth to the tops of the mountains.' ' There, there 
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is the true eaftern tafte for you ; every advance made 
towards fenfe is only a deviation from found. Eaftern 
tales fhould always be fonorous, lofty, mufical, and un- 
meaning. 

I could not avoid fmiling to hear a native of England 
attempt to inftruft me in the true eaftern idiom ; and af- 
ter he had looked round fome time for applaufe, I pre- 
fumed to alk him, whether he had ever travelled into the 
eaft ? to which he replied in the negative : I demanded 
whether he underftood Chinefe or Arabic ? To which 
alfo he anfwered as before. — Then how, Sir, faid I, can 
you pretend to determine upon the eaftern ftyle, who are 
entirely unacquainted with the eaftern writings ? Take, 
Sir, the word of one who is profeffedly a Chinefe, and 
who is aftually acquainted with the Arabian writers, that 
what is palmed upon you daily for an imitation of eaftern 
writing, no ways refemble their manner, either in fen- 
timent or di&ion. In the eaft, fimilies are feldom ufed, 
and metaphors almoft wholly unknown ; but in China 
particularly, the very reverfe of what you allude to takes 
place ; a cool phlegmatic method of writing prevails 
there. The writers of that country, ever more affiduous 
t o inftruft than to pleafe, addrefs rather the judgment than 
the fancy. Unlike many authors of Europe, who have 
no confideration of the reader's time, they generally leave 
more to be underftood than they exprefs. 

Befides, Sir, you muft not expeft from an inhabitant 
of China the fame ignorance, the fame unlettered fimpli- 
city, that you find in a Turk, Perfian, or native of Peru. 
The Chinefe are verfed in the fciences as well as you, and 
are matters of feveral arts unknown to the people of Eu- 
rope. Many of them are inftrufted not only in their own 
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national learning, but are perfectly well acquainted with 
the languages and learning of the weft. If my word in 
fuch a cafe is not to be taken, confult your own travellers 
On this head, who affirm, that the fcholars of Pekin and 
Siam fuftain theological thefes in Latin. — ^ The college 
of Mafprend, which is but a league from Siam (fays one 
of your travellers*) came in a body to falute our ambaf- 
fador. Nothing gave me more fincere pleafure, than to 
behold a number of priefts, venerable both from age and 
modeity, followed by a number of youths of all nations^ 
Chinefe, Japaneze, Tonquineze, of Cohin China, Pegu, 
and Siam, all willing to pay their refpe&s in the molt 
polite manner imaginable, A Cohin Chinefe made an 
excellent Latin oration upon this occafion : he was fuc- 
ceeded, and even outdone, by a ftudent of Tonquin, who 
was as well {killed in the weftern learning as any fcholar 
of Paris." Now, Sir, if youths who never ftirred from 
home are fo perfectly (killed in your laws and learning, 
furely more muft be expe&ed from one, like me, who 
have travelled fo many thoufand miles, who have con- 
verfed familiarly for feveral years with the Englilh fac- 
tors eftabliflied at Canton, and the miffionaries fent us 
from every part of Europe. The unaffe&d of every 
country nearly refemble each other, and a page of our 
Confucius and your Tillotfon have fcarce any material 
difference. Paltry affe&ation, ftrained allufions, and dif- 
gufting finery, are eafily attaindd4>y4hofe whochufeto 
wear them ; they are but too frequently the badges of ig- 
norance, or of ftupidity, whenever it would endeavour 
to pleafe. 
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I was proceeding in my difcourfe, when looking round, 
I perceived the company no way attentive to what I at- 
tempted with fo much earneftnefs to enforce. One lady 
was whifpering her that fat next, another was ftudying the 
merits of a fan, a third began to yawn, and the author 
himfelf fell fad afleep : I thought it therefore high time 
to make a retreat, nor did the company feem to fliew any 
regret at my preparations for departure ; even the lady 
who had invited me, with the moft mortifying infenfibi- 
lity, faw me feize my hat and rife from my cufliion ; nor 
was I invited to repeat my vifit, becaufe it was found 
that I aimed at appearing rather a reafonable creature, than 
an outlandifh ideot. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 



T 



H E polite arts are in this country fubjeft to as many 
revolutions as its laws or politics ; not only the objefts 
of fancy and drefs, but even of delicacy and tafte, are 
direfted by the capricious influence of fafhion. I am 
told there has been a time, when poetry was univerfally 
encouraged by the great, when men of the firft rank, not 
only patronized the poet, but produced the fineft models 
for his imitation : it was then that the Englifh fent forth 
t hofe glowing rhapfodies, which we have fo often read 
over together with rapture ; poems big with all the fub- 
limity of Mentius, and fupported by reafoning as ftrong 
as that of Zimpo. 
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The nobility are ever fond of wifdom, but they alfo 
are fond Tof having it without ftudy; to read poetry re* 
quired thought, and the Englifli nobility were not fond 
of thinking; they foon, therefore, placed their affeftions 
upon mufic, becaufe in this they might indulge an happy 
vacancy, and yet ftill have pretenfions to delicacy and 
tafte as before. They foon brought their numerous de- 
pendants into an approbation of their pleafures ; who in 
turn led their thoufand imitators to feel or feign a fimi- 
litude of paffion. Colonies of fingers were now import- 
ed from abroad at a vaft expence, and it was expe&ed 
the Englifli would foon be able to fet examples to Eu- 
rope : all thefe expectations, however, were foon difli- 
pated; in fpite of the zeal which fired the great, the 
ignorant vulgar refufed to be taught to fing, and refufed 
to undergo the ceremonies which were to initiate them 
in the finging fraternity. Thus the colony from abroad 
dwindled by degrees, for they were of themfelves unfor- 
tunately incapable of propagating the breed. 

Mufic, having thus loft its fplendor, painting is now 
become the fole objeft of fafliionable care ; the title of 
connoiffeur in that art is at prefent the fafeft paffport 
into every fafliionable fociety : a well-timed fhrug, an 
admired attitude, and one or two exotic tones of excla- 
mation are fufficient qualifications for men of low cir- 
cumftances to curry favour; even fome of the young no- 
bility are themfelves early inftrufted in handling the 
pencil, while their happy parents, big with expectation, 
forefee the walls of every apartment covered with the 
manufactures of their pofterity. 

But many of the Englifli are not content with giving 
all their time to this art at home ; fome young men of 
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diftinftion are found to travel through Europe, with no 
other intent, than that of understanding and collecting 
pictures, ftudying feals, and deferibing ftatues ; on they 
travel from this cabinet of curiofities to that gallery of 
piftures ; wafte the prime of life in wonder ; fkilful in 
piftures ; ignorant in men ; yet impoflible to be reclaim, 
ed, becaufe their follies take (helter under the names of 
delicacy and tafte. 

It is true, painting mould have due encouragement ; 
as the painter can undoubtedly fit up our apartments in a 
much more elegant manner than the upholflerer ; but I 
mould think a man of fafhion makes but an indifferent; 
exchange, who lays out all that time in furnifhing his. 
houfe, which he mould have employed in the furniture 
of his head ; a perfon who (hews no other fymptoms of. 
tafte than his cabinet or gallery, might as well boaft to me. 
of the furniture of his kitchen. 

I know no other motive but vanity that induces the 
great to teftify fuch an inordinate paffion for piftures; 
after the piece is bought, and gazed at eight or ten days 
fucceflively, the purchaser's pleafure muft furely be over • 
all the fatisfa&ion he can then have is to fliew it to others ; 
he may be confidered as the guardian of a treafure of. 
which he makes no manner of ufe ; his gallery is furnifli- 
ed not for himfelf but the connoifleur, who is generally 
fome humble flatterer, ready to feign a rapture he does, 
not feel ; and as neceffary to the happinefs of a pi&ure- 
buyer, as gazers are to the magnificence of an Afiatic 
proceflion. 

I have enclofed a letter from a youth of diftin&ion 
on his travels, to his father in England; in which he ap- 
pears addi&ed to no vice, feems obedient to his gover* 
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nor, of good natural difpofition, and fond of improve- 
ment ; but at the fame time, early taught to regard ca- 
binets and galleries as the only proper fohools of im- 
provement, and to confider a (kill in pi&ures as the 
propereft knowledge for a man of quality. 
My Lord, 
We have been but two days at Antwerp ; wherefore 

1 have fet down as foon as poffible. to give you fome 
account of what we have feen fince our arrival, defirous 
of letting no opportunity pafs without writing to fo good 

2 father. Immediately upon alighting from our Rot- 
terdam machine, my governor, who is moderately fond 
of paintings, and at the fame time an excellent judge, 
would let no time pafs till we paid our refpefts to the 
church of the virgin-mother, which contains treafure 
beyond eftimation. We took an infinity of pains in 
knowing its exaft dimenfions, and differed half a foot in 
our calculation ; fo I leave that to fome fucceeding in- 
formation. I really believe my governor and I could 
have lived and died there. There is fcarce a pillar in 
the whole church that is not adorned by a Reubens, a 
Vander Meuylen, a Vandyke, or a Woverman. What 
attitudes, carnations, and draperies! I am almoft in- 
duced to pity the Englifh, who have none of thefe ex- 
quifite pieces among them. As we were willing to let 
flip no opportunity of doing bufinefs, we immediately 
after went to wait on Mr. Hogendorp, whom you have 
fo frequently commended for his judicious collection. 
His cameros are indeed beyond price ; his intaglios not 
fo good. He fliewed us one of an officiating flamen, 
which he thought to be an antique ; but my governor* 
who is not to be deceived in thefe particulars, foon found 
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it to be an arrant cinque cento. I could not, however, 
fufficiently admire the genius of Mr. Hogendorp, who 
has been able to colleft from all parts of the world a 
thoufand things which nobody knows the ufe of. Ex- 
cept your lordfhip and my' governor, I do not know any 
body I admire fo much. He is, indeed, a furprifing ge- 
nius. The next morning early, as we were refolved to 
take the whole day before us, we fent our compliments 
to Mr. Van Sporkcken, defiring to fee his gallery; 
which requeft he very politely complied with. His gal- 
lery meafures fifty feet by twenty, and is well filled ; 
but what furprifed me moll of all was, to fee an holy fa- 
mily juft like your lordfhip's, which this ingenious 
gentleman aflures me is the true original. I own this 
gave me inexpreffible uneafinefs, and I fear it will to 
your lordfhip, as I flattered myfelf, that the only original 
was in your lordfhip's pofleffion. I would advife you, 
however, to take your's down till its merit can be afcer- 
tained, my governor affuring me, that he intends to 
write a long difTertation to prove its originality. One 
might ftudy in this city for ages, and ftill find fomething 
new: we went from this to view the cardinal's ftatues, 
which are really very fine ; there were three fpintria, ex- 
ecuted in a very mafterly manner, all arm in arm ; the 
torfe which I heard you talk fo much of, is at laft dif- 
covered to be a Hercules fpinning, and not a Cleopatra, 
bathing, as your lordfhip had conje&ured : there has, 
been a treat ife written to prove it. 

My Lord Firmly is certainly a Goth, a Vandal, no, 
tafte in the world for painting. I wonder how any call 
him a man of tafte. Palling through the ftreets of Ant- 
werp a few days ago t and obferving the nakednefs of the 
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inhabitants, he was fo barbarous as to obferve, that he 
thought the beft method the Flemings could take, was to 
fell their piftures and buy clothes. Ah ! Coglione, we 
fhall go to-morrow to Carwarden's cabinet, and the next 
day we fhall fee the curiofities collected by Van Ran, and 
the day after we fhall pay a vifit to Mount Calvary, and 
after that — but I find my paper finiflied ; fo with the moll 
fincere wifhes for your lordfhip's happinefs, and with 
hopes, after having feen Italy, that centre of pleafure, to 
return home worthy the care and expence which has been 
generoufly laid out in my improvement. 

I remain, my Lord, your's, &c. t 



LETTER XXXV 

FROM HINGPO, A SLAVE IN PERSIA, TO ALTAN- 
GI, A TRAVELLING PHILOSOPHER OF CHINA, 
BY THE WAY OF MOSCOW. 



E 



ORTUNE has made me the flave of another, bu t 
nature and inclination render me entirely fubfervient to 
you ; a tyrant commands my body, but you are matter of 
my heart. And yet let not thy inflexible nature condemn 
me, when I confefs that I find my foul fhrink with my 
circumftances. I feel my mind, not lefs than my body f 
bend beneath the rigours of fervitude ; the mailer whom 
I ferve grows every day more formidable. In fpite of 
reafon, which fhould teach me to defpife him, his hi- 
deous image fills even my dreams with horror. 



r 

*■>*■ 



<\> 



^ 



t ♦ 






V 



V< 



i 4 » CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

A few days ago a Chriftian flave, who wrought in thg 
garden, happening to enter an arbour where the tyrant 
was entertaining the ladies of his Haram with coffee, the 
unhappy captive was inftantly ftabbed to the heart for his 
intrufion. I have been preferred to his place ; which, 
though lefs laborious than my former/ flation, is yet more 
ungrateful, as it brings me nearer him, whofe prefence 
excites fenfations at once of difguft and apprehenfion. 

Into what a ftate of mifery are the modern Perfians 
fallen : a nation once famous for fetting the world an ex- 
ample of freedom, is now become a land of tyrants, 
and a den of flaves. The houfelefs Tartar of Kamkat- 
fha, who enjoys his herbs and his fifti in unmolefted 
freedom, may be envied, if compared to the thoufands 
who pine here in hopelefs fervitude, and curfe the day 
that gave them being. Is this juft dealing, Heaven ! to 
render millions wrenched to fwell up the happinefs of a 
few ! cannot the powerful of this earth be happy without 
our fighs and tears ? muft every luxury of the great be wo- 
ven from the calamities of the poor ? It muft, it muft fure- 
ly be, that this jarring difcordant life is but the prelude to 
fome future harmony; the foulssattuned to virtue here, ftiall 
go from hence to fill up the univerfal choir where Tien 
prefides in perfon ; where there fliall be no tyrants to 
frown, no (hackles to bind, and no whips to threaten } 
where I fliall once more meet my father with rapture, 
and give a loofe to filial piety ; where I fliall hang on 
his neck, and hear the wifdom of his lips, and thank him 
for all the happinefs to which he has introduced me. 

The wretch whom fortune has made my mafter, has 
lately purchafed feveral flaves of both fexes ; among thi 
reft I hear a Chriftian captive talked of with admiration. 
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The eunuch who bought her, and who is accuftomed to 
furvey beauty with indifference, fpeaks of her with emo- 
tion. Her pride, however, aftonifhes her attendant flaves 
hot lefs than her beauty; it is reported that fhe refufes 
the warmeft folicitations of her haughty lord : he has even 
offered to make her one of his four wives, upon changing 
her religion, and conforming to his. It is probable fhe 
cannot refufe fuch extraordinary offers, and her delay i$ 
perhaps intended to enhance her favours. 

I have jufl now feen her ; fhe inadvertently approach- 
ed the place without a veil where I fat waiting. She 
feemed to regard the heaven's alone with fixed attention ; 
there her moft ardent gaze was dire&ed. Genius of the 
Sun ! what unexpefted foftnefs ! what animated grace ! 
her beauty feemed the tranfparent covering of virtue. 
Celeftial beings could not wear a look of more perfeftion, 
while forrow humanized her form, and mixed my ad- 
miration with pity. I rofe from the bank on which I fat, 
and fhe retired ; happy that none obferved us, for fuch 
an interview might have been fatal. 

I have regarded, till now, the opulence and the power 
of my tyrant without envy : I faw him with a mind inca- 
pable of enjoying the gifts of fortune, and confequently 
regarded him as one loaded, rather than enriched, with 
its favours. But at prefent, when I think that fo much 
beauty is referved only for him, that fo many charms 
(hall be lavifhed on a wretch incapable of feeling the 
greatnefs of the bleffing, I own I feel a relu£lance to 
which I have hitherto been a ftranger. 

But let not my father impute thefe uneafy fenfations to 
fo triffling a caufe as love. No, never let it be thought, 
chat your fon, and the pupil of the wife Fum Hoam, 
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could (loop to fo degrading a paflion. I am only dif- 
pleafed at feeing fo much excellence fo unjuftly difpofed 
of. 

The uneafmefs which I feel is not for myfelf, but for 
the beautiful Chriftian. When I reflected on the bar- 
barity of him for whom {he is defigned, I pity, indeed 
I pity her. When I think that (he muft only (hare one 
heart, who deferves to command a thoufand, excufe me, 
if I feel an emotion which univerfal benevolence ex- 
torts from me. As I am convinced that you take a 
pleafure in thofe Tallies of humanity, and are particularly 
pleafed with compaflion, I could not avoid difcovering 
the fenfibility with which I felt this beautiful ftranger's 
diftrefs. I have for a while forgot in her's the miferies 
of my own hopelefs fituation. Our tyrant grows every 
day more fevere ; and love, which foftens all other minds 
into tendernefs', feems only to have increafed his feverity. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

V 

FROM THE SAME. 

X H E whole Haram is filled with a tumultuous joy ; 
Zelis, the beautiful captive, has confented to embrace 
the religion of Mahomet, and become one of the wives 
of the faftidious Perfian. It is impoffible to defcribe the 
tranfport that fits on every face on this>occafion. MufiG 
and feafting fill every apartment; the molt miferable Have 
feems to forget his chains, and fympathizes with the hap- 
pinefs of Moftadad. The herb we tread beneath our feet* 
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is not made more for our ufe than every flave around 
him for their imperious mafter ; mere machines of obe- 
dience, they wait with filent affiduity, feel his pains, and 
rejoice in his exultation. Heavens ! how much is requi- 
fite to make one happy ! 

Twelve of the moft beautiful flaves, and I among the 
number, have got orders to prepare for carrying him ill 
triumph to the bridal apartment. The blaze of perfumed 
torches are to imitate the day ; the dancers and fingers 
are hired at a vaft expence. The nuptials are to be ce- 
lebrated on the approaching feaft of Barboura, when an 
hundred taels in gold are to be diftributed among the bar- 
ren wives, in order to pray for fertility from the approach- 
ing union. 

What will not riches procure ! an hundred domeftics, 
who curfe the tyrant' in their fouls, are commanded to 
wear a face of joy, and they are joyful. An hundred 
flatterers are ordered to attend, and they fill his ears with 
praife. Beauty, all -commanding beauty, fues for ad- 
mittance, and fcarcely receives an anfwer : even love it- 
felf feems to wait upon fortune, or, though the paflion be 
only feigned, yet it wears every appearance of fincerity ; 
and what greater pleafure can even true fincerity confer, 
or what would the rich have more ? 

Nothing can exceed the intended magnificence of the 
bridegroom, but the coftly drefles of the bride ; fix eu- 
nuchs, in the moft fumptuous habits, are to conduft him 
to the nuptial couch, and wait his orders. Six ladies, 
in all the magnificence of Perfia, are direfted to undrefs 
the bride. Their bufinefs is to aflift, to encourage her 
to diveft her of every encumbering part of her drefs, all 
but the laft covering, which by an artful complication 
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of ribbons, is purpofely made difficult to unloofe, ancf 
with which fhe is to part reluftantly even to the joyful 
pofleffor of her beauty. 

Moftadad, O my father ! is no philofopher ; and yet 
he feems perfeftly contented with his ignorance. Pof- 
feffed of numberlefs flaves, camels, and women, he de- 
fires no greater poffeflion. He never opened the page 
of Meiitius, and yet all the flaves tell me that he is 
happy. 

Forgive the weaknefs of my nature, if I fometimes 
feel my heart rebellious to the di&ates of wifdom, and 
eager for happinefs like his. Yet why wi(h for his 
wealth with his ignorance ; to be like him, incapable, of 
fentimental pleafure, incapable oP feeling the happinefs 
of making others happy, incapable of teaching the beau- 
tiful Zelis philofophy. 

What, fhall I, in a tranfport of paflion, give up the 
golden mean, the univerfal harmony, the unchanging ef- 
fence, for the poffeflion of an hundred camels, as many 
flaves, thirty-five beautiful horfes, and feventy-three fine 
women ? Firft blaft me to the centre ! degrade me be- 
neath the moft degraded ! pare my nails, ye powers of 
heaven ! ere I would ftoop to fuch an exchange. What* 
part with philofophy, which teaches me to fupprefs my 
paflions infiead of gratifying them ; which teaches me 
even to diveft my foul of paflion ; which teaches ferenity 
in the midft of tortures ; philofophy, by which even now 
I am fo very ferene, and fo very much at eafe, to be per- 
fuaded to part with it for any other enjoyment ? Never, 
never, even though perfuafion fpoke in the accent of 
Zelis ! 

A female flave informs me, that the bride is to be ar- 
rayed in a tiffue of filver, and her hair adorned with the 
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largeft pearls of Orinus. But why teaze you njith par- 
ticulars in which we both are fo little concerned. The 
pain I feel in feparation throws a gloom over my mind, r,i 

which in this fcene of univerfal joy I fear may be attri- 
buted to fome other caufe. How wretched are thofe who 
are, like me, denied even the laft refource of mifery, 
their tears. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXVII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



I 



v 



^ 



X. 



Begin to have doubts; whether wifdom be alone fuf- 
ficient to make us happy. Whether every Hep we make 
in refinement is not an inlet into new difquietudes. A 
mind too vigorous and afti ve, ferves only to confume 
the body to which it is joined, as the richeft jewels are 
fooneft found to wear their fettings. 

When we rife in knowledge, as the profpeft widens^ 
the objefts of our regard become more obfcure, and the 
unlettered peafant, whofe views are only dire&ed to the 
narrow fphere around him, beholds nature with a finer 
relilh, and taftes her bleffings with a keener appetite, 
than the philofopher, whofe mind attempts to grafp an 
univerfal fyftem. * V 

As I was fome days ago purfuing this fubjeft among 
a circle of my fellow flaves* an ancient Guebreofthe 
number, equally remarkable for his piety and wifdom, , 

feemed touched with my converfation, and defired to iU { 

luftrate what I had been faying with an allegory, taken ^ 

from the Zendavefta of Zoroafter ; by this we (hall be 
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taught, Jfeys he,) that they who travel in purfuit of wif- 
dom walk only in a circle ; and after all their labour, at 
laft return to their priftine ignorance : and in this alfo we 
(hall fee, that enthufiaftic confidence, or unfatisfying 
doubts, terminate all our inquiries. 

In early times, before myriads of nations covered the 
earth, the whole human race lived together in one valley. 
The fimple inhabitants, furrounded on every fide by lof- 
ty mountains, knew no other world but the little fpot to- 
which they were confined. They fancied the heavens 
bent down to meet the mountain tops, and formed an im- 
penetrable wall to furround them. None had ever yet 
ventured to climb the fteepy cliff, in order to explore 
thofe regions that lay beyond it ; they knew the nature of 
the Ikies only from a tradition which mentioned their be- 
ing made of adamant ; traditions make up the reafonings 
of the fimple, and ferveto filence every inquiry. 

In this fequeftered vale, bleffed with all the fponta. 
neous productions of nature, the honeyed bloffom, the 
refrefhing breeze, the gliding brook, and golden fruitage, 
the fimple inhabitants feemed happy in themfelves, in 
each other ; they defired no greater pleafures, for they 
knew of none greater ; ambition, pride, and envy, were 
vices unknown among them ; and from this peculiar fim- 
plicity of its poffeffors, the country was called the Valley 
of Ignorance. 

At length, however, an unhappy youth, more afpiring 
than the reft, undertook to climb the mountain's fide, 
and examine the fummits which were hitherto deemed 
rnacceflible. The inhabitants from below gazed with 
wonder at his intrepidity ; fome applauded his courage, 
others cenfured his folly ; ftill however he proceeded to- 
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wards the place where the earth and heavens feemed to 
unite, and at length arrived at the wifhed-for height, with 
extreme labour and afliduity. 

His firft furprife was, to find the ikies, not as he ex- 
pefted within his reach, but ftill as far off as before ; his 
amazement increafed when he few a wide extended re- 
gion lying on the oppofite fide of the mountain; but it 
rofe to aftonifhment, when he beheld a country at a dif- 
tance, more beautiful and alluring than even that he had 
Juft left behind. 

As he continued to gaze with wonder, a genius, with 
a look of infinite modefty, approaching, offered to be his 
guide and inftruftor. The diftant country which you fo 
much admire, fays the angelic being, is called the Land 
of Certainty ; in that charming retreat, fentiment con- 
tributes to refine every fenfual banquet ; the inhabitans 
are bleffed with every folid enjoyment, and ftill more 
bleffed in a perfeft confeioufnefs of their own felicity : 
ignorance in that country is wholly unknown ; all there 
is fatisfaftion without allay, for every pleafure firft un- 
dergoes the examination of reafon. As for me, I am cal- 
led the Genius of Demonftration, and am ftationed here 
in order to conduft every adventurer to that land of hap- 
pinefs, through thofe intervening regions you fee over- 
hung with fogs and darknefs ; and horrid, with forefts, 
catara&s, caverns, and various other fhapes of danger* 
But follow me, and ii^time I may lead you to that dif- 
tant defirable land of tranquillity. 

The intrepid traveller immediately put himfelf under 
the dire£Hon of the genius ; and both journeying on to- 
gether with a flow but agreeable pace, deceived the tedi- 
oufnefs of the way by converfation. The beginning of 

L3 
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the journey feemed topromife true fatisfaQion; "but af 
they proceeded forward, the fkies became more gloomy, 
and the way more intricate ; they often inadvertently ap* 
proached the brow of fome frightful precipice, or the 
brink of a torrent, and were obliged to meafure back 
their former way ; the gloom increafing as they proceed- 
ed, their pace became more flow ; they paufed at every 
ftep, frequently ftumbled, and their diftruft and timidity 
increafed. The genius of Demonftration now therefore 
advifed his pupil to grope upon hands and feet, as a me- 
thod though more flow yet lefs liable to error. 

In this manner they attempted to purfue their journey 
for fome time, when they were overtaken by another ge- 
nius, who, with a precipitate pace, feemed travelling 
the fame way. He was inftantly known by the other to 
be the genius of Probability. He wore two wide extend-, 
ed wings at his back, which inceflantly waved, without 
increafing the rapidity of his motion ; his countenance 
betrayed a confidence that the ignorant might mi (lake for 
fincerity, and he had but one eye, which was fixed in the 
middle of his forehead. 

— Servant of Hormizda, cried he, approaching the 
mortal pilgrim, if thou art travelling to the Land of Cer- 
tainty, how is it poflible to arrive there under the guid- 
ance of a genius who proceeds forward fo flowly, and is 
fo little acquainted with the way ? Follow me, we fhall 
foon perform the journey to whew every pleafure awaits* 

our arrival. 

• 

The peremptory tone in which this genius fpoke, and 
the fpeed with which he moved forward, induced the 
traveller to change his conduftor ; and leaving his modeft 
companion behind ; he proceeded forward with his more 
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confident dire&or, feeming not a little pleafed at the in- 
creafed velocity of his motion. 

But foon he found reafons to repent. Whenever a 
torrent croffed their way, his guide taught him to de- 
ipife the obftacle, by plunging him in; whenever a 
precipice prefented, he was directed to fling himfelf 
forward. Thus, each moment miraculoufly efcapingi 
his repeated efcapes only ferved to increafe his guide's 
temerity. He led him, therefore, forward amidft infinite 
difficulties, till they arrived at the borders of an ocean, 
which appeared unnavigable from the black mifts that 
lay upon its furface. Its unquiet waves were of the 
darkeft hue, and gave a lively reprefentation of the va- 
rious agitations of the human mind. 

The genius of Probability now confefled his temerity, 
owned his being an improper guide to the Land of Cer- 
tainty, a country where no mortal had ever been permitted 
to arrive.; but at the fame time offered to fupply the travel- 
ler with another conduftor, who mould carry him to the 
Land of Confidence, a region where the inhabitants 
lived with the utmoftV tranquillity, and tafted almoft as 
much fatisfaftion as if in the Land of Certainty. Not 
waiting for'a reply, he ftamped three times on the ground, 
and called forth the Daemon of Error, a gloomy fiend 
of the fervants of Arimanes. The yawning earth gave 
up the reluftant favage, who feemed unable to bear the 
light of the day. His ftature was enormous, his colour 
black and hideous, his atfpeft betrayed a thoufand vary- 
ing paffions, and he fpread forth pinions that were fitted 
for the moll rapid flight. The traveller at firft was 
fhocked at the fpeftre /but finding him obedient to fu- 
perior power, he afTumed his former tranquility, 

L 4 
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—I have called you to duty, cries the genius to the 
daemon, to bear on your back a fon of mortality over 
the Ocean of Doubts into the Land of Confidence. I 
expeft you'll perform your commiffion with punftuality. 
—And as for you, continued the genius, addreffing the 
traveller, when once I have bound this fillet round your 
eyes, let no voice of perfuafion, nor threats the mod 
terrifying, perfuade you to unbind it in order to look 
round ; keep the fillet fail, look not at the ocean below, 
and you may certainly expeft to arrive at a region of 
pleafure. 

Thus faying, and the traveller's eyes being covered, 
the daemon, muttering curfes, raifed him on his back, 
and inftantly upborne by his ftrong pinions, direfted his 
flight among the clouds. Neither the loudeft thunder 
nor the moft angry tempeft could perfuade the traveller 
to unbind his eyes. The daemon direfted his flight 
downwards, and fkimmed the L furface of the ocean ; a 
thoufand voices, fome with loud inve£Hve, others in the 
farcaftic tones of contempt, vainly endeavoured to per- 
fuade him to look round ; but he ft ill continued to keep 
his eyes covered, and would, in all probability, have 
arrived at the happy land, had not flattery effefted what 
other means could not perform. For now he heard him- 
felf welcomed on 'every fide to the promifed land, and 
an univerfal fliout of joy was fent forth at his fafe ar- 
rival ; the wearied traveller, defirpus of feeing the long- 
wiflied for country, at length pulled the fillet from his 
eyes, and ventured to look round him. But he had un- 
loofed the band too foon, he was not above half way 
over. The daemon, who was ftill hovering in the air, 
and had produced thofe founds only in order to deceive. 
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was now freed from his commiflion, wherefore, throw- 
ing the aftonifhed traveller from his back, the unhappy 
youth fell headlong into the fubjacent Ocean of Doubts, 
from whence he never after was feen to arife. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO FUM HOAM, FIRST N 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY ^ 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. 



w 



HEN Parmenio, the Grecian, had done fome- 
thing which excited an univerfal fhout from the fur- 
rounding multitude, he was inflantly ftruck with the 
doubt, that what had their approbation muft certainly be 
wrong ; and turning to a philofopher who flood near him, 
« — " Pray, Sir, (fays he,) pardon me ; I fear I have been 
guilty of fome abfurdity. ,, 

You know that I am not lefs than him a defpifet of 
the multitude, you know that I equally deteft flattery to 
the great : yet fo many circumftances have concurred to 
give a luftre to the latter part of the prefent Englifli mo- 
narch's reign, that I cannot with-hold my contribution 
pf praife ; I cannot avoid the acknowledging the crowd 
for once juft in tneir unanimous approbation. 

Yet, think not, that battles gained, dominion extend- 
ed, or enemies brought to fub million, are the virtues 
which at prefent claim my admiration. Were the reign- 
ing monarch only famous for his vi&ories, I fhould re- 
gard his chara&er with indifference ; the boafl of heroifm 
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in this enlightened age, is juftly regarded as a qualifica- 
tion of a very fubordinate rank, and mankind now be- 
gin to look with becoming horror on thefe foes to man ; 
the virtue in this aged monarch, which I have at prefent 
in view, is one of a much more exalted nature, is one 
of the moft difficult of attainment, is the leaft praifed 
of all kingly virtues, and yet deferves the greateft praife-; 
the virtue I mean is Justice; a ftrift admiration of 
juftice, without feverity, and without favour. 

Of all virtues this is the moft difficult to be|pra&ifed by 
a king who has a power to pardon. All men, even tyrants 
themfelves, lean to mercy when unbiaffed by paffions or 
intereft ; the heart naturally perfuades to forgivenefs, and, 
purfuing the diftates of this pleafing deceiver, we are led 
to prefer our private fatisfaftion to public utility ; what 
a thorough love for the public, what a ftrong command 
over the paffions ! what a finely condufted judgment 
muft he poflefs, who oppofes the diftates of reafon to thofe 
of his heart, and prefers the future intereft of his people 
to his own immediate fatisfaftion. 

If ftill to a man's own natural bias for tendernefs, we 
add the numerous folicitations made by a criminal's 
friends for mercy ; if we furvey a king, not only oppof- 
ing his own feelings, but reluclantly refufing thofe he 
regards, and this to fatisfy the public, whofe cries he 
may never hear, whofe gratitude he may never receive, 
this furely is true greatnefs ! Let us fancy ourfelves for 
a moment in this juft old man's place, furrounded by 
numbers, all foliciting the fame favour, a favour that 
nature difpofes us to grant, where the inducements to 
pity are laid before us in the ftrongeft light : fuppliants 
at our feet, fome ready to refent a refufal, none oppofing 
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a compliance ; let us, I fay, fuppofe ourfelves in fuch a 
fituation, and I fancy we fliould find ourfelves more apt 
to aft the charafter of good-natured men, than of uprigh 
magi Urates. 

What contributes to raife juftice above all other king- 
ly virtues is, that it is feldom attended with a due (hare 
of applaufe ; and thofe who praftife it mull be influenc- 
ed by greater motives than empty fame ; the people arc 
generally well pleafed with a remiflion of punilhment, 
and all that wears the appearance of humanity ; it is the 
wife alone who are capable of difcerning that impartial 
juftice is the trueft mercy : they know it to be difficult, 
very difficult, at once to companionate, and yet con- 
demn, an objeft that pleads for tendernefs. 

I have been led into this common-place train of 
thought, by a late ftriking inftance in this country, of the 
impartiality of juftice, and of the king's inflexible refo- 
lution of infli&ing punifhment where it was juftly due. 
A man of the firft quality, in a fit, either of paflion, 
melancholy, or madnefs, murdered his fervant ; it was 
expe&ed that his ftation in life would have leflened the 
ignominy of his punifhment; however, he was arraign- 
ed, condemned, and underwent the fame degrading 
death with the meaneft malefaftor. It was well confi- 
dered, that virtue alone is true nobility ; and that he whofe 
aft ions fink him even beneath the vulgar, has no right 
to thofe diftinftions which fhould be the rewards only of 
merit; it was perhaps confidered, that crimes were more 
heinous among the higher claffes of people, as neceffity 

cxpofes them to fewer temptations. 

Over all the eaft, even China not excepted, a perfon 

ef the fame quality, guilty of fuch a crime, might, by 
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giving up a (hare of his fortune to the judge, buy oflfhi* 
fentence ; there are feveral countries even in Europe, 
where the fervant is entirely the property of his mafter ; 
if a flave kills his lord, he dies by the moll excrutiating 
tortures; but if the circum fiances are reverfed, a fmall 
fine buys off the punifhment of the offender. Happy the 
country where all are equal, and where thofe who fit as 
judges have too much integrity to receive a bribe, and 
too much honour to pity from a fimilitude of the pri- 
foner's title or circumflances with their own. Such is 
England ; yet think not that it was always equally famed 
for this ftrift impartiality. There was a time, even here, 
when titles foftened the rigours of the law ; when digni- 
fied riches were fuffered to live, and continue for years 
an equal difgrace to juftice and nobility. 

To this day, in a neighbouring country, the great are 
often moil fcandaloufly pardoned for the moil fcandalous 
offences. A perfon is ftill alive among them, who has 
more than once deferved the mo ft ignominious fe verity 
of juftice : his being of the blood royal, however, was 
thought a fufficient atonement for his being a difgrace 
to humanity. This remarkable perfonage took pleafure 
in fhooting at the paflengers below from the top of his 
palace ; and in this moft princely amufement he ufually 
fpent fome time every day. He was at length arraigned 
by the friends of a perfon, whom in this manner he had 
killed, was found guilty of the charge, and condemned 
to die. His merciful monarch pardoned him in confidc- 
ration of his rank and quality. The unrepenting crimi- 
nal foon after renewed his ufual entertainment, and in 
the fame manner killed another man. He was a fecond 
time condemned ! and, ftrange to think, a fecond time 
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received his majefty's pardon ! Would you believe it ? 
•a third time the very fame man was guilty of the very 
fame offence ! a third time, therefore, the laws of his 
country found him guilty — I wifli for the honour of hu- 
manity, I could fupprefs the reft ! — a third time he was 
pardoned ! Will you not think fuch a ftory too extra- 
ordinary for belief? Will you not think me defcribing 
the favage inhabitants of Congo ? Alas ! the ftory is 
but too true ; and the country where it was tranfa&ed 
regards itfelf as the politeft in Europe. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO ***, MERCHANT 

IN AMSTERDAM. 



C 



K 



\ 



'EREMONIES are~different in every country, but 
true politenefs is every where the fame. Ceremonies* ^ 

which take up fo much of our attention, are only arti- 
ficial helps which ignorance aflumes in order to imitate 
politenefs, which is the refult of good fenfe and good ^ w 
nature. A perfon poffeffed of thofe qualities, though he 
had never feen a court, is truly agreeable ; and if with- 
out them, would continue a clown, though he had been 
all his life a gentleman uflier. 

How would a Chinefe, bred up in the formalities of 
an eaftern court, be regarded, mould he carry all his 
good manners beyond the great wall ! How would an 
Englifhman, (killed in all the decorums of weftern good 
breeding, appear at an eaftern entertainment ! would he 
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not be reckoned more fantaftically fayage than even his 
unbred footman ? 

Ceremony refembles that bafe coin which circulates 
through a country by the royal mandate ; it ferves every 
purpofe of real money at home, but is entirely ufelefs 
if carried abroad ; a perfon who mould attempt to cir- 
culate his native trafh in another country, would be 
thought either ridiculous or culpable. He is truly well- 
bred who knows when to value and when to defpife 
thofe national peculiarities, which are regarded by fome 
with fo much obfervance : a traveller of tafte at once 
perceives, that the wife are polite all the world over ; 
but that fools are only polite at home. 

I have now before me two very faftiionable letters up- 
on the the fame fubjeS, both written by ladies of dif- 
tinflion ; one of whom leads the fafhion in England, and 
the other fets the ceremonies of China ; they are both re^ 
garded in their refpeftive countries by all the beau- 
monde, as ftandards of tafte, and models of true polite- 
nefs ; and both give us a true idea of what they imagine 
elegant in their admirers : which of them underftands 
true politenefs, or whether either, you Ihall be at liberty 
to determine. The Englifh lady writes thus to her fe- 
male confidant, 

" As I live, my dear Charlotte, I believe the colonel 
will carry it at laft; he is a moil irrefiftible fellow, 
that's flat: fo well dreffed, fo neat, fo fprightly, and 
plays about one fo agreeably, that I vow he has as 
much fpirits as the Marquis of Monkeyman's Italian 
greyhound. I firft faw him at RanelagW he mines 
there ; he is nothing without Ranelagh, and Ranelagh 
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nothing without him. The next day he fent a card and 
compliments defiring to wait on mamma and me to the 
mufic fubfcription. He looked all the time with fuch 
irrefiftible impudence, that pofitively he had fomething 
in his face gave me as much pleafure as a pair-royal of 
naturals in my own hand. He waited on mamma and me 
next morning to know how we got home; you mull 
know the infidious devil makes love to us both. Rap 
went the footman at the door ; bounce went my heart ; I 
thought he would have rattled the houfe down. Chariot 
drove up to the window, with his footman in the prettieft 
liveries ; he has infinite tafte, that's flat. Mamma had 
fpent all the morning at her head ; but for my part, I 
was in an undrefs to receive him ; quite eafy, mind 
that ; no way difturbed at his approach : mamma pre- 
tended to be as degagee as I, and yet I faw her blufh 
in fpite of her. Pofitively he is a moil killing devil ! 
We did nothing but laugh all the time he ftaid with us : 
I never heard fo many very good things before : at firft 
he miftook mamma for my filler, at which Ihe laughed ; 
then be miftook my natural complexion for paint, at 
which I laughed ; and then he Ihewed us a pifture in 
the lid of his fnuff-box, at which we all laughed. He 
plays picquet fo very ill, and is fo very fond of cards, 
and lofes with fuch a grace, that pofitively he has won 
me; I have got a cool hundred, but have loft my heart. 
I need not tell you, that he is only a colonel of the train- 
bands. I am, dear Charlotte, yours for ever. 

Belinda." 
The Chinefe lady addreffes her confidant, a poor rela- 
tion of the family, upon the fame occafion, in which Ihe 
feems to underftand decorums even better than the wef- 
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tern beauty. You who have redded fo long in China, 
will readily acknowledge the pi&ure to be taken from 
nature; and by being acquainted with the Chincfe cuf- 
toms, will better apprehend the lady's meaning. 



FROM 



YAOUA to YAYA. 



" Papa infills upon one, two, three, four hundred taels 
from the colonel my lover, before he parts with a lock of 
my hair. Ho ! how I wifh the dear creature maybe able to 
produce the money, and pay papa my fortune. The co- 
lonel is reckoned the politeft man in all Shenfi. The firft 
vilit he paid at our houfe, mercy, what ftooping, and 
cringing, and ftooping and fidgeting, and going back, and 
creeping forward, there was between him and papa; one 
would have thought he had got the feventeen books of 
ceremonies all by heart. When he was come into the 
hall, he flouriflied his hands three times in a very grace- 
ful manner. Papa, who would not be out-done, flou- 
rifhed his four times ; upon this the colonel began again, 
and both thus continued flourifliing for fome. minuets in 
the politeft manner imaginable. I was pofted in the ufu- 
al place behind the fcreen, where I faw the whole ce- 
remony through a flit. Of this the colonel was fenfible, 
for papa informed him. I would have given the world 
to have (hewn him my little fboes, but had no opportu- 
nity. It was the firft time I had ever the happinefs of 
feeing any man but papa, and J. vow, my dear Yaya, I 
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thought my three fouls would aftually have fled from my 
lips. Ho ! but he looked moft charmingly; he is reck- 
oned the beft ftiaped man in the whole province, for he 
is very fat and very fhort ; but even thofe natural advan- 
tages are improved by his drefs, which is falhionable paft 
defcription. His head was clofe (haven, all but the crown, 
and the hair of that was braided into a moft beautiful tail, 
that reaching down to his heels, was terminated by a 
bunch of yellow rofes. Upon his firft entering the room, 
I could eafily perceive he had been highly perfumed 
with affafcetida. But then his looks, his looks, my dear 
Yaya, were irrefiftible. He kept his eyes ftedfaftly fixed 
on the wall during the whole ceremony, and I fincerely 
believe no accident could have difcompofed his gravity, 
or drawn his eyes away. After a polite filence of two 
hours, he gallantly begged to have the finging women in- 
troduced, purely for my amufement. After one of them 
had for fome time entertained us with her voice, the co- 
lonel and me retired for forne minutes together. I 
thought they would never have come back ; I mull own 
he is a moft agreeable creature. Upon his return, they 
again renewed the concert, and he continued to gaze up- 
on the wall as ufual, when, in lefs than half an hour more, 
ho ! but he retired out of the room with another. He is 
indeed a moft agreeable creature. 

When he came to take his leave, the whole ceremony 
began afrefh; papa would' fee him to the door, but the 
colonel fwore he would rather fee the earth turned upfide 
down than permit him to ftir a fingle ftep ; and papa was 
at laft obliged to comply. As foon as he was got to the 
door, papa went out to fee him on horfeback : here they 
continued half an hour bowing and cringing, before one 
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would mount or the other go in ; but the colonel was at 
laft victorious. He had fcarce gone an hundred paces 
from the houfe, when papa running out, halloo'd after 
him. " A good journey." Upon which the colonel re- 
turned, and would fee papa into his houfe before ever he 
would depart. He was no fooner got home, than he fent 
me a very fine prefent of duck-eggs painted of twenty 
different colours. His generofity, I own, has won me. 
I have ever fince been trying over the eight letters of good 
fortune, and have great hopes. All I have to apprehend 
is, that after he has married me, and that I am carried to 
his houfe clofe fhut up in my chair, when he comes to 
have the fir ft fight of my face, he may fhut me up a fe- 
cond time, and fend me back to papa. However, I fhall 
appear as fine as poflible. Mamma and I have been to 
buy the clothes for my wedding. I am to have a new 
Jong whang in my hair, the beak of which will reach 
down to my nofe ; the milliner, from whom we bought 
that and our ribbons, cheated us as if flie had no con- 
ference; and fo to quiet mine, I cheated her. All thi* 
is fair, you know. I remain, my dear Yaya, 

* Your ever faithful 

Yaoua." 



LETTER XL. 



FROM THE SAME. 
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OU have always teftified the higheft efteem for the 
Englifti poets, and thought them not inferior to the 
Greeks, Romans, or even the Chinefe in the art. Bui 
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it is now thought, even by the Englifh themfelves, that 
the race of their poets is extinft ! every day produces 
forae pathetic exclamation upon the decadence of tafte 
and genius. Pegafus, fay they, has flipped the bridle 
from his mouth, and our modern bards attempt to direft 
his flight, by catching him by the tail. 

Yet, my friend, it is only among the ignorant that fuch 
difcourfes prevail ; men of true difcernment can fee fe- 
veral poets flill among the Englifh, fome of whom equal, 
if not furpafs theirpredeceffors. The ignorant term that 
alone poetry which is couched in a certain number of fyl- 
lables in every line, where a vapid thought is drawn out 
into a number of verfes of equal length, and perhaps 
pointed with rhymes at the end. But glowing fentiment, 
ftriking imagery, concife expreflion, natural description, 
and modulated periods, are full fufficient entirely to fill 
up my idea of this art, and make way to every paflion. 

If my idea of poetry, therefore, be juft, the Englifh 
are not at prefent fo deflitute of poetical merit as they feem 
to imagine. I can fee feveral poets in difguife among 
them ; men furnifhed with that ftrength of foul, fublimi- 
ty of fentiment, and grandeur of expreflion, which con- 
flitutes the character. Many of the writers of their mo- 
dem odes, fonnets, tragedies or rebufles, it is true, de- 
ferve not the name, though they have done nothing but 
clink rhymes, and meafure fyllables for years together. 
Their Johnfons and Smollets are truly poets ; though, 
for aught I know* they never made a fingle verfe in their 
whole lives. 

In every incipient language, the poet and the pr.ofe 
writer are very diftinft in their qualifications ; the poet 
ever proceeds firfl, treading unbeaten paths, enriching 
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his native funds, and employed in new adventures. The 
other follows with more cautious fteps, and though flow 
in his motions, treafures up every ufeful or pleafing dif- 
covery. But when once all the extent and force of the 
language is known, the poet then feems to reft from his 
labour, and is at length overtaken by his afliduous pur- 
fuer. Both charafters are then blended into one, the 
hiftorian and the orator catch all the poet's fire, and leave 
him no real mark of diftin&ion, except the iteration of 
numbers regularly returning. Thus, in the decline of 
ancient European learning, Seneca, though he wrote in 
profe, is as much a poet as Lucan ; and Longinus, though 
but a critic, more fublime than Apollonius. 

From this then k appears, that poetry is not difcon- 
tinued, but altered among the EnglHh at prefent; the 
outward form feems different from what it was, but poetry 
ftill continues internally the fame ; the only queftion- re- 
mains, whether the metric feet ufed by the good writers 
of the laft age, or the profaic numbers employed by the 
good writers of this, be preferable ? And here the prac- 
tice of the laft age appears to me fuperior ; they fubmit- 
ted to the reftraint of numbers and fimilar founds ; and 
this reftraint, inftead of diminifhing, augmented the force 
of their fentiment and ftyle. Fancy reftrained may be 
compared to a fountain, which plays higheft by diminifh- 
ing the aperture. Of the truth of this maxim, in every 
language, every fine writer is perfectly fenfible from his 
own experience ; and yet to explain the reafon, would 
be perhaps as difficult as to make a frigid genius profit by 
the difcoveryj 

There is ftill another reafon in favour of the praftice of 
the laft age, to be drawn from the variety of modulation. 
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The mufical period in profe is confined to a very few 
changes ; the numbers in verfe are capable of infinite va- 
riation. I fpeak not now from the praftice of modern 
verfe- writers, few of whom have any idea of mufical 
variety, but run on in the fame monotonous flow through 
the whole poem ; but rather from the example of their 
former poets, who were tolerable matters of this variety, 
and alfo from a capacity in the language of ftill admit- 
ting various unanticipated mufic. 

Several rules have been drawn up for varying the poetic 
meafure, and critics have elaborately talked of accents 
and fyllables ; but good fenfe, and a fine ear, which rule 
can never teach, are what alone can, in fuch a cafe deter- 
mine. The rapturous Sowings of joy, or the interruptions 
of indignation, require accents placed entirely different, and 
a ftrufture cpnfonant to the emotions they would exprefs. 
Changing paflions, and numbers changing with thofe paf- 
lions, make the whole fecret of weftern as well as eaftern 
poetry. In a word, the great faults of the modern pro- *» 
feffed Englifh poets are, that they feem to want numbers ^ * 
•which fhould vary with the paffion, and are more em- 
ployed in defcribing to the imagination, than ftriking at, 
the heart. Adieu. ' • 
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OME time fince I fent thee, O ! holy difciple of Con- * <S 

fucius ! an account of the grand abbey or maufolem of ^ 

the kings and heroes of this nation. I have fince been in- : 
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troduced to a temple not fo ancient, but far fuperior in 
beauty and magnificence. In this, which is the moft 
confiderable of the empire, there are no pompous inscrip- 
tions, no flattery paid the dead, but all is elegant and 
awfully fimple. There are, however, a few rags hung 
round the walls, which have, at a vaft expence, been 
taken from the enemy in the prefent war. The filk of 
which they are compofed, when new, might be valued 
at half a firing of copper money in China ; yet this wife 
people fitted out a fleet and an army in order to feize 
them ; though now grown old, and fcarce capable of 
being patched up into a handkerchief. By this conqueft 
the Englifh are faid to have gained, and the French to 
have loft, much honour. Is the honour of European 
nations placed only in tattered filk ? 

In this temple I was permitted to remain during the 
whole fervice; and were you not already acquainted 
with the religion of the Englifli, you might, from my 
defcription, be inclined to believe them as grofsly idol- 
atrous as the difciples of Lao. The idol which they feem 
to addrefs, ftrikes like a coloffus, over the door of the 
inner temple, which here, as with the Jews, is efteemr 
ed the moft facred part of the building. Its oracles are 
delivered in an hundred various tones, which feem to 
infpire the worfliippers with enthufiafm and awe : and an, 
old woman, who appeared to be the prieftefs, was em- 
ployed in various attitudes, as fhe felt the infpiration. 
When it began to fpeak, all the people remained fixed 
in filent attention, nodding aflent, looking approbation, 
appearing highly edified by thofe founds, which, to a 
ft ranger, might feem inarticulate and unmeaning. 
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When the idol had done fpeaking, and the prieftefs 
had locked up its lungs with a key, obferving almoft all 
the company leaving the temple, I concluded the fervice 
was over, and, taking my hat, was going to walk away 
with the crowd, when I was flopped by the man in 
black, who affured me, that the ceremony had fcarcely 
yet begun. — What! cried I, do I not fee almoft the 
whole body of worfhippers leaving the church ? Would 
you perfuade me, that fuch numbers who profefs religion 
and morality, would in this fhamelefs manner quit the 
temple before the fervice was concluded ? You furely 
miftake ; not even the Kalmouks would be guilty of 
fuch an indecency, though all the objeft of their wor- 
Ihip was but a joint-ftool. My friend feemed to blufli 
for his contrymen, affuring me, that thofe whom I faw 
running away were only a parcel of mufical blockheads, 
whofe paffion was merely for founds, and whofe heads 
were as empty as a fiddle-cafe ; — thofe who remain be- 
hind, fays he, are the true religious ; they make ufe of 
mufic tp warm their hearts, and to lift them to a proper 
pitch of rapture ; examine their behaviour, and you will 
confefs there are fome among us who praftice true de- 
votion. 

I now Jooked round me as he direfted, but faw no- 
thing of that fervent devotion which he had promifed ; 
one of the worfhippers appeared to be ogling the com- 
pany through a glafs ; another was fervent, not in ad- 
dreffes to heaven, but to his miftrefs ; a third whifpered, 
a fourth took fnuff, and the prieft himfelf, in a drowfy 
tone, read over the duties of the day. 

— Blefs my eyes ! cried I, as I happened to look to- 
wards the door, what do I fee I one of the worfliippers 
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feemtohave diftated. The duty of children to their 
parents, a duty which nature implants in every breaft, 
forms the ftrength of that government which has fubfifted 
for time immemorial. Filial obedience is the firfl and 
greateft requifite of a ftate; by this we become good 
fubjefls to our emperors, capable of behaving with juft 
fubordination to our fuperiors, and grateful dependants 
on Heaven ; by this we become fonder of marriage, in 
order to be capable of exafting obedience from others in 
our. turn: by this we become good magi Urates ; for early 
fubmiflion is»the trueft leflbn to thofe who would learn 
to rule. By this the whole ftate may be faid to refem" 
ble one family, of which the Emperor is the prote&or* 
father, and friend. 

In this happy region, fequeftered from the reft of man- 
kind, I fee a fucceffion of princes, who in general con- 
fidered themfelves as the fathers of their people ; a race 
of philofophers, who bravely combated idolatry, preju- 
dice, and tyranny, at the expence of their private hap- 
pinefs and immediate reputation. Whenever an ufurper 
or a tyrant intruded into the adminiftration, how have 
all the good and great been united again ft him ? Can 
European hiftory produce an inftance like that of the 
twelve mandarines, who all refolved to apprife the vici- 
ous Emperor Tifiang of the irregularity of his conduft. 
He who firft undertook the dangerous tafk was cut in 
two by the emperor's order ; the fecond was ordered to 
be tormented, and then put to a cruel death ; the third 
undertook the tafk with intrepidity, and was inftantly 
ftabbed by the tyrant's hand : in this manner they all 
fuffered except one. But not to be turned from his 
purpofe, the brave furvivor, entering the palace with the 
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Jnftruments of torture in his hand : " Here, (cried he t 
addrefling himfelf to the throne,) here, O Tifiang ! are 
the marks your faithful fubje&s receive for their loy. 
alty ; I am wearied with ferving a tyrant, and now come 
for my reward. ,, The emperor, ftruck with his intrepi- 
dity, inftantly forgave the boldnefs of his conduft, and 
reformed his own. What European annals can boaft of 
a tyrant thus reclaimed to lenity ? 

When five brethren had fet upon the great Emperor 
Ginfong alone, with his fabre he flew four of them ; he 
was ftruggling with the fifth, when his guards coming 
up, were going to cut the confpirator into a thoufand 
pieces. " No. no, (cried the emperor, with a calm and 
placid countenance,) of all his brothers he is the only 
one remaining ; at leali let one of the family be fuffered 
to live, that his aged parents may have fomebody left to 
feed and comfort them. ,, 

When Haitong, the laft emperor of the houfe of 
Ming, faw himfelf befieged in his own city by the 
ufurper, he was refolved to iflue from his palace with 
fix hundred of his guards, and give the enemy battle : 
but they forfook him. Being thus without hopes, and 
chufing death rather than to fall alive into the hands of 
a rebel, he retired to his garden, conducing his little 
daughter, an only child, in his hand ; there in a pri- 
vate arbour, unfheathing his fword, he ftabbed the young 
innocent to the heart, and then difpatching himfelf, left 
the following words,, written with his. blood, on the bor- 
der of his veil, " Forfaken by my fubje&s, abandoned 
by my friends, ufe my body as you will, but fpare, O 
fpare my people J" 
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An empire which has thus continued invariably the" 
fame for fuch a long fucceflion of ages, which though at 
laft conquered by the Tartars, ftill preferves its ancient 
laws and learning ; and may more properly be faid to 
annex the dominions of Tartary to its empire, than to 
admit a foreign conqueror ; an empire as large as Europe, 
governed by one law, acknowledging fubjeftion to one 
prince, and experiencing but one revolution of any con- 
tinuance in the fpace of four thoufand years ; this is 
fomething fo peculiarly great, that I am naturally led to 
defpife all other nations on the comparifon. Here we 
fee no religious perfecutions, no enmity between man- 
kind for difference in opinion. The difciples of Lao 
Kium, the idolatrous fecretaries of Fohi, and the philo- 
fophical children of Confufcious, only ftrive to (hew by 
their aftions the truth of their do&rines. 

Now turn from this happy peaceful fcene to Europe, 
the theatre of intrigue, avarice, and ambition. How 
many revolutions does it not experience in the compafs 
even of one age ; and-to what do thefe revolutions tend, 
but the deftruftion bf thoufands." Every great event is 
replete with fome new calamity. The feafons of fere- 
nity are paffed over in filence, their hiilories feem to 
fpeak only of the ftorm. 

There we fee the Romans extending their power over 
barbarous nations, and in turn becoming a prey to thofe 
whom they had conquered. We, fee thofe barbarians, 
when become chriftians, engaged in continual wars with 
the followers of Mahomet ; or more dreadful ftill, de_ 
ilroying each other. ; We fee councils in the earlieft 
ages authorizing every iniquity ; crufades fpreading de* 
folation in the country left, as well as that to be coa~ 
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quered. Excommunications freeing fubje&s from na- 
tural allegiance, and perfuading to fedition ; blood flow- 
ing in the fields and on fcaffolds ; tortures ufed as argu- 
ments to convince the recufant ; to heighten the horror 
of the piece, behold it fliaded with wars, rebellions, 
treafons, plots, politics, and poifon ! 

And what advantage has any country of Europe ob- 
tained from fuch calamities ? Scarce any. Their dif- 
ienfions for more than a thoufand years, have ferved to 
make each other unhappy, but have enriched none. All 
the great nations ftill nearly preferve their ancient limits ; 
none have been able to fubdue the other, and fo termi- 
nate the difpute. France, in fpite of the conquefts of 
Edward the Third, and Henry the Fifth, notwithftand- 
ing the efforts of Charles the Fifth, and Philip the Se- 
cond, ftill remains within its ancient limits. Spain, 
Germany, Great Britain, Poland, and the ftates of the 
North, are nearly the fame. What effeft then has the 
blood of fo many thoufands, the deftru&ion of fo many 
cities, produced ? Nothing neither great or confidera- 
ble. The Chriftian ^princes have loft indeed much 
from the enemies of Chriftendom, but they have gained 
nothing from each other. Their princes, becaufe they 
preferred ambition to juftice, deferve the charafter of 
enemies to mankind ; and their priefts, by neglefting 
morality for opinion, have miftaken the interefts of 
fociety. 

On whatever fide ,we regard the hiftory of Europe, we 
fhall perceive it tobe atiflueof crimes, follies, and mi f- 
fortunes, of politics without ddign, and wars without 
confequence. In this long lift of human infirmity, a 
great chara&er or a mining virtue may fometimes happen 
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to arife, as we often meet a cottage or a cultivated lpot 
in the moll hideous wildernefs ; but for an Alfred, an 
Alphonfo, a Frederic, or one Alexander III. we meet 
a thoufand princes who have difgraced humanity. 



LETTER XLIIL 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO FUM HOAM, FIRS? 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. 
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E have jufl received accounts here, that Voltaire, 
the poet and philofopher of Europe, is dead. He is 
now beyond the reach of the thoufand enemies, who, 
while living, degraded his writings, and branded his cha- 
racter. Scarce a page of his latter productions that does 
not betray the agonies of an heart, bleeding under the 
fcourge of unmerited reproach. Happy, therefore, at 
laft in efcaping from calumny ; happy in leaving a world 
that was unworthy of him and his writings. 

Let others, my friend, beftrew the hearfes of the great 
with panegyric ; but fuch a lofs as the world has now fuf- 
fered affefts me with ftronger emotions. When a philo- 
fopher dies, I confider myfelf as lofing a patron, an in- 
ilruftor, and a friend. I confider the world as lofing one 
who might ferve to confole her amidft the defolations of 
war and ambition. Nature every day produces in abun- 
dance men capable of filling all the requifite duties of au- 
thority ; but fhe is niggard in the birth of an exalted 
mind, fcarcely producing in a century a fingle genius to 
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fclefs and enlighten a degenerate age. Prodigal in the 
produ&ion of kings, governors, mandarines, chams, and 
courtiers, (he feems to have forgotten, for more than three 
thoufand years, the manner in which fhe once formed 
the brain of a Confucius ; and well it is fhe has fotgotten, 
when a bad world gave him fo very bad a reception. 

Whence, my friend, this malevolence, which has ever 
purfued the great even to the tomb ? Whence this more 
than fiend-like difpofition, of embittering the lives of 
thofe who would make us more wife and more happy ? 

When I eaft my eye over the fates of feveral philofo- 
phers, who have, at different periods, enlightened man* 
kind, I muft confefs it infpires me with the moft degrad- 
ing reflections on humanity. When I read of the ftripes 
of Mentius, the tortures of Tchin, the bowl of Socrates, 
and the bath of Seneca ; when I hear of the perfecutions 
of Dante, the imprifonment of Galileo, the indignities 
fuffered by Montague, the banifhment of Cartefius, the 
infamy of Bacon, and that even Locke himfelf efcaped 
not without reproach ; when I think on fuch fubje&s, I 
he fitate "whether moft to blame the ignorance or the vil- 
lany of my fellow creatures. 

Should you look for the character of Voltaire among the 
journalifts and illiterate writers of the age, you will there 
find him chara&erifed as a.monfler, with a head turned to 
wifdom, and an heart inclining to vice; the powers of 
his mind, and the bafenefs of his principles, forming a 
deteftable contraft. But feek for his character among 
writers like himfelf, and you find him very differently 
defcribed. You perceive him in their accounts, poflef- 
fed of good nature, humanity, greatnefs of foul, fortitude, 
and almoft every virtue ; in this defcription, thofe who 
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might be fuppofed beft acquainted with his chara&er, are 
unanimous. The royal Pruflian,* D'Argens,t Diderot, J 
D'Alambert, and Fontenelle, confpire in drawing the 
pi&ure, in defcribing the friend of man, and the patron 
of every rifing gunius. 

An inflexible perfeverance in what he thought was 
right, and a generous dete flat ion of flattery, formed the 
ground -work of this great man's character. From thefe 
principles, many ftrong virtues and few faults arofe ; as 
he was warm in his friendfhip, and fevere in refentment, 
all that mention him feem poffefled of the fame qualities, 
and fpeak of him with rapture or deteftation. A perfon 
of his eminence can have few indifferent as to his cha- 
racter ; every reader mull be an enemy or an admirer. 

This poet began the courfe of glory fo early as the age 
of eighteen, and even then was author of a tragedy which 
deferves applaufe. Poffefled of a fmall patrimony, he 
preferved his independence in an age of venality, and 
fupported the dignity of learning by teaching his cotem- 
porary writers to live like him, above the favours of the 
great. He was banilhed his native country for a fatire 
upon the royal concubine. He had accepted the place 
of hiftorian to the French king, but refufed to keep it, 
when he found it was prefented only in order that he 
fhould be the firft flatterer of the ftate. 

The great Pruflian received him as an ornament to his 
kingdom, and had fenfe enough to value his friendfhip, 
and profit by his inftruftions. In this court he continued 
till an intrigue, with which the world feems hitherto un- 
acquainted, obliged him to quit that country. His own 

• Philofophc fans fouci. + Let. Chin. J Encycloped. 
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happinefs, the happinefs of the monarch, ofhisfijltr, of 
a part of the court, rendered his departure neceffary. 

Tired at length of courts, and all the follies of the great, 
he retired to Switzerland, a country of liberty, where 
he enjoyed tranquillity and the mufe. Here, though 
without any tafte for magnificence himfelf, he ufually 
entertained at his table the learned and polite of Europe, 
who were attra&ed by a defire of feeing a perfon from 
whom they had received fo much fatisfaftion. The en- 
tertainment was conducted with the utmoft elegance, 
and the converfation was that of philofophers. Every 
country that at once united liberty and fcience were his 
peculiar favourites. The being an Englifhman was to 
him a character that claimed admiration and refpeft. 

Between Voltaire and the difciples of Confucius, there 
are many differences ; however, being of a different opi- 
nion does not in the leaft diminifli my efteem ; I am not 
difpleafed with my brother, becaufe he happens to afk 
our father for favours in a different manner from me. 
Let his errors reft in peace, his excellencies deferve ad- 
miration ; let me with the wife admire his wifdom ; let 
the envious and the ignorant ridicule his foibles ; the 
folly of others is ever more ridiculous to thofe who are 
themfelves raoft foolifh. Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI, TO HINGPO, A SLAVE 

IN PERSIA. 
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T is impoffible to form a philofophic fyftem of hap- 
% pinefs which is adapted to every condition in life, fince 
every perfon who travels in this great purfuit takes a fe- 
parate Toad. The differing colours, which fuit different 
complexions, are not more various than the different 
pleafures appropriated to particular minds. The various 
fefts who have pretended to give leffons to inftruft men 
in happinefs, have defcribed their own particular fenfa- 
tions without confidering ours, have only loaded their 
difciples with conftraint, without adding to their real 
felicity. 

If I find pleafure in dancing, how ridiculous would 
it be in me to prefcribe fuch an amufement for the enter- 
tainment of a cripple ; fliould he, on the other hand, place 
his chief delight in painting, yet would he be abfurd in 
recommending the fame relifli to one who had loft the 
power of diftinguifhing colours. General directions are 

* therefore commonly ufelefs ; and to be particular would 
exhauft volumes, fince each individual may require a pe- 
culiar fyftem of precepts to direcl: his choice. 

Every mind feems capable of entertaining a certaia 

^ quantity of happinefs, which no inftitutions can increafe, 
no circumftances alter, and entirely independent on for- 
tune. Let any man compare his prefent fortune with the 
paft, and he will probably find himfelf, upon the whole, 
neither better nor worfe than formerly. 
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Gatlfied ambition, or irreparable calamity, may pro- 
duce tranfient fenfations of pleafure or diftrefs. Thofe 
ftorms may difcompofe in proportion as they are ftrong, 
or the mind is pliant to their impreflion. But the foul, 
though at firft lifted up by the event, is every day ope- 
rated upon with diminifhed influence, and at length fub- 
fides into the level of its ufual tranquillity. Should fome 
unexpefted turn of fortune take thee from fetters, and 
place thee on the throne, exultation would be natural 
upon the change ; but the temper, like the face, would 
foon refume its native ferenity. 

Every wifli, therefore, which leads us to expeft hap- 
pinefs fomewhere elfe but where we are, every infti- 
tution which teaches us that we (hould be better, by 
being poffefTed of fomething new, which promifes to 
lift us a ftep higher than we are, only lays a foundation 
* for uneafinefs* becaufe it contra&s debts which it can- 
not repay; it calls that a good, which when we have 
found it, will in faft add nothing to our happinefs. 

To enjoy the prefent, without regret for the paft, or 
folicitudc for the future, has been the advice rather of 
poets than philofophers. And yet the precept feems 
more rational than is in general imagined. It is the 
only general precept refpe£Hng the purfuit of happinefs, 
that can be applied with propriety to every condition of 
life. The man of pleafure, the man of bufmefs, and the 
philofopher, are equally interefted in its difquifition. 
If we do not find happinefs in the prefent moment, in 
what (hall we find it? Either in reflefting on the paft, 
or prognofticating the future. But let, us fee how thefe 
are capable of producing fatisfaftion. 

N 2 
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A remembrance of what is paft, and an anticipation 
of what rs to come, feem to be the two faculties by which 
man differs moll from other animals. Though brutes 
enjoy them in a limited degree, yet their whole life 
feems taken up in the preferit, regardlcfs of the paft and 
the future. Man, on the contrary, endeavours to derive 
his happinefs, and experiences moll of his miferies, from 
thefe two fources. 

Is this fuperiority of reflection a prerogative of which 
we fliould boaft, and for which we (hail thank nature; 
or is it a misfortune of which we fhould complain and 
be humble ? Either from the abufe or from the nature 
of things, it certainly makes our condition more mi- 
ferable. 

Had we a privilege of calling up, by the power of 
memory, only fuch paffages as were pleafing, unmixed 
with fuch as were difagreeable, we might then excite at 
pleafure an ideal happinefs, perhaps more poignant than 
aQual fenfation. But this is not the cafe; the paft is 
never reprefented without fome difagreeable circum- 
ftances, which tarnifhes all its beauty ; the remembrance 
of an evil carries in it nothing agreeable, and to remem- 
ber a good, is always accompanied with regret. Thus 
we lofe more than we gain by remembrance. 

And we fhall find our expectation of the future to be a 
gift more diftrefsful even than the former. To fear an 
approaching evil, is certainly a moft difagreeable fen- 
fation; and in expecTing an approaching good, we ex- 
perience the inquietude of wanting actual poffeffion. 

Thus, which ever way we look, the profpett is dif- 
agreeable. Behind, we have left pleafures we fhall never 
more enjoy, and therefore regret; and before we fee plea- 
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lures which we languifti to poffefs, and are confequently 
uneafy till we poffefs them. Was there any method of 
feizing the prefent, unimbittered by fuch refle&ions, 
then would our ftate be tolerably eafy. 

This, indeed, is the endeavour of all mankind, who 
untutored by philofophy, purfue as much as they can, 
a life of amufement and diffipation. Every rank in life, 
and every fize of underftanding, feems to follow this 
alone; or, not purfuing it, deviates from happinefs. — 
The man of pleafure purfues diflipation by profeffion ; 
the man of bufinefs purfues it no lefs, as every voluntary 
labour he undergoes is only diflipation and difguife. The 
philofopher himfelf, even while he reafons upon the fub- 
jeft, does it unknowingly with a view of diflipating the 
thoughts of what he was, or what he mull be. 

The fubjeft therefore comes to this. Which is the 
moft perfeft fort of diflipation, pleafure, bufinefs, or phi- 
lofophy ? Which beft ferves to exclude thofe uneafy 
fenfations which memory or anticipation produce? 

The enthufiafm of pleafure charms only by intervals. 
The Ingheft rapture lafts only for a monent, and all 
the fenfes feem fo combined, as to be foon tired into 
languor by the gratification of any one of them. It is 
only among the poets we hear of men changing to one 
delight, when fatiated with another. In nature it is 
very different : the glutton, when fated, with the full 
meal, is unqualified to feel the real pleafure of (drink- 
ing ; the drunkard in turn finds few of thofe tranf- 
ports which lovers boaft in enjoyment; and the lover, 
when cloyed, finds a diminution of every other appe- 
tite. Thus, after a full indulgence of any one fenfe, 
the man of pleafure finds a langour in all, is placed 

N 3 
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in a chafm between paft and expeQed enjoyment, per- 
ceives an interval which muft be filled up. The pre- 
fent can give no fatisfa&ion, becaufe he has already 
robbed it of every charm : a mind thus left, without 
immediate employment, naturally recurs to the paft or 
future : the refleftor finds that he was happy, and 
knows that he cannot be fo now ; he fees that he may 
yet be happy, and wiflies the hour was come; thus 
every period of his continuance is miferable, except 
that very fliort one of immediate gratification. Inftead 
of a life of diflipation, none has more frequent con- 
ventions with difagreeable Jelf than he : his enthufi- 
afms are but few and tranfient ; his appetites, like an- 
gry creditors, continually making fruitlefs demands for 
what he is unable to pay ; and the greater his former 
pleafures, the more ftrong his regret, the more impa- 
tient his expeftations. A life of pleafure is, therefore, 
the moll unpleafing life in the world. 

Habit has rendered the man of bufinefs more cool 
in his defires ; he finds lefs regret for paft pleafures, 
and lefs folicitude for thofe to come. The life he now 
leads, though tainted in fome meafure with hope, is 
yet not aflifted fo ftrongly with regret, and is lefs 
divided between fliort-lived rapture and la fling anguifli. 
The pleafures he has enjoyed are not fo vivid, and 
% thofe he has to expeft cannot' confequently create fo 
much anxiety. 

The philofopher who extends his regard to all man- 
kind, muft ftill have a fmaller concern for what has 
already affe&ed, or may hereafter afFeft himfelf : the 
concerns of others make his whole ftudy, and that 
ftudy is his pleafure ; and this pleafure is continuing 
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in its nature, becaufe it can be changed at will, leav- 
ing but few of thofe anxious intervals, which are em- 
ployed in remembrance or anticipation. The philofo- 
pher, by this means, leads a life of almoft continued 
diflipation ; and reflection, which makes the uneafinefs 
and mifery of others, ferves as a companion and in- 
flruftor to him. 

In a word, pofitive happinefs is conftitutional and 
incapable of increafe ; mifery is artificial, and generally 
proceeds from our folly, Philofophy can add to our 
happinefs in no other manner but by diminifliing our 
mifery: it fhould not pretend to increafe our perfent 
flock, but make us ceconomifts of what we are poffeffed 
of. The great fource of calamity lies in regret or anti- 
cipation : he, therefore, is moft wife who thinks of the 
prefent alone, regardlefs of the paft or the future. This 
is impoflible to a man of pleafure; it is difficult to 
ithe man of bufinefs ; and is in fome meafure attainable 
by the philofopher. Happy were we all born philofo- 
phers, all born with a talent of thus diflipating our own 
cares, by fpreading them upon all mankind. 



LETTER XLV. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI, TO FUM HOAM, FIRST X 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. 

jL HOUGH the frequent invitations I receive from 

men of diftinclion here might excite the vantity of fome # r 
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I am quite mortified however, when I confider the r, o* 
tives that infpire their civility. I am fent for, not to be 
treated as a friend, but to fatisfy curiofity ; not to be en- 
tertained fo much as wondered at ; the fame earneftnefs 
which excites them to fee a Chinefe, would have made 
them equally proud of a vifit from the rhinoceros. 

From the higheft to the loweft this people feem fond of 
fights and monfters. I am told of a perfon here, who gets 
a very comfortable livelihood by making wonders, and 
then*felling or fhewing them to the people for money, no 
matter how infignificant they were in the beginning ; by 
locking them up clofe, and (hewing for money, they 
foon became prodigies. His firft effay in this way, was 
to exhibit himfelf as a wax-work figure behind a glafs 
door at a puppet fhow. Thus keeping the fpeftators at a 
proper diftance, and having his head adorned with a cop- 
per crown, he looked extremely natural, and very like 
the life it/elf. He continued this exhibition with fuc. 
cefs, till an involuntary fit of fneezing brought him to 
life before all the fpeftators, and confequently rendered 
him for that time as entirely ufelefs as the peaceable in- 
habitant of a catacomb. 

Determined to aft the ftatue no more, he next levied 
contributions under the figure of an Indian king ; an4 by 
painting his face, and counterfeiting the favage howl ; he 
frighted feveral ladies and children with amazing fuccefs ; 
in this manner therefore he might have lived very' com- 
fortably, had he not been arretted for a debt that was con- 
tracted wh e n he was the figure in wax-work : thus his 
face underwent an involuntary ablution, and he found 
himfelf reduced to his primitive complexion and indi- 
gence- 
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After fome time, being freed from gaol, he was now 
gro^n wifer, and inftead of making himfelf a wonder 
was refolved only to make wonders. He learned the art 
of parting up mummies ; was never at a lofs for an artifi- 
cial lufus natura ; nay, it has been reported, that he has 
fold feven petrified lobfters of his own manufacture to a 
noted colleftor of rarities ; but this the learned Cracovius 
Putridus has undertaken to refute in a very elaborate dif- 
fertation. 

His laft wonder was nothing more than a halter ; yet 
by this halter he gained more than by all his former exhi- 
bitions. The people it feems had got in their head, that 
a certain noble criminal was to be hanged with a filken 
rope. Now there was nothing they fo much defired to 
fee as this very rope ; and he was refolved to gratify their 
curiofity : he therefore got one made, not only of (ilk, 
but to render it the more ftriking, feveral threads of gold 
were intermixed. The people paid their money only to 
fee filk, but were highly fatisfied when they found it was 
mixed with gold into the bargain. It is fcarce necefTary to 
mention, that the projector fold his filken rope for almofl 
what it had coll him, as foon as the criminal was known 
to be hanged in hempen materials. 

By their fondnefs of fights, one would be apt to ima- 
gine, that inftead of defiring to fee things as they (hould 
be, they are rather folic itous of feeing them as they ought 
not be. A cat with four legs is difregarded, though never 
fo ufeful ; but if it has but two, and is confequently in- 
capable of catching mice, it is reckoned ineftimable, and 
every man of tafte is ready to raife the auftion. A man, 
tjiough in his perfon faultlefs as an aerial genius, might 
#arve ; but if ftuck over with hideous warts like a por- 
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cupine, his fortune is made for ever, and he may propa- 
gate the breed with impunity and applaufe. 

A good woman, in my neighbourhood, who was bred 
an habit-maker, though fhe handled her needle tolerably 
well, could fcarce get employment. But being obliged 
by an accident to have both her hands cut off from her el- 
bows, what would in another country have been her ruin, 
made her fortune here; fhe now was thought more fit for 
her trade than before ; bufinefs flowed in apace, and all 
people paid for feeing the marrtua-maker who wrought 
without hands. 

A gentleman (hewing me his colleftion of piftures, 
Hopped at one with peculiar admiration : — there, cries he, 
is an ineftimable piece. I gazed at the picture for fome 
time, but could fee none of thofe graces with which he 
fcemed enraptured ; it appeared to me the moft paltry 
piece of the whole colleftion ; I therefore demanded 
where thofe beauties lay, of which I was yet infenfible, 
— Sir, cries he, the merit does not confift in the piece, 
but in the , manner in which it was done. The painter 
drew the whole with his foot, and held the pencil between 
his toes ; I bought it at a very great price ; for peculiar 
merit fhould ever be rewarded. 

But thefe people are not more fond of wonders than 
liberal in rewarding thofe who fhow them. From the* 
wonderful dog of knowledge, at prefent under the pa- 
tronage of the nobility, down to the man with the box* 
who profefles to fhow the moft imitation of nature that 
was ever feen, they all live in luxury. A finging wo- 
man {hall colleft fubfcriptions is her own coach and fix; 
a fellow (hall make a fortune by toffing a draw from his 
toe to his nofe; one in particular has found, that eating 
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fire was the moft ready way to live; and another, who 
gingles feveral bells fixed to his cap, is the only man 
that I know of who has received emolument from the 
labours of his head. 

A young author, a man of good nature and learning, 
was complaining to me, fome nights ago, of this mif- 
placed generofity of the times. — Here, fays he, have I 
lpent part of my youth in attempting to inftru£t and 
amufe my fellow creatures, and all my reward has been 
folitude, poverty, and reproach ; while a fellow, poffef- 
fed of even the fmalleft fhare of fiddling merit, or who 
has perhaps learned to whittle double, is rewarded, ap- 
plauded, and careffed ! — Prythee, young man, fays I to 
him, are you ignorant, that in fo large a city 'as this, 
it is better to be an amufing than an ufeful member of 
fociety? Can you leap up, and touch your feet four 
times before you come to the ground ? No Sir. Can 
you pimp for a man of quality ? No Sir. Can you 
ftand upon two horfes at full fpeed ? No, Sir. Can 
you fwallow a penknife ? / can do none of tkefe tricks. 
Why then, cried I, there is no other prudent means 
of fubfiftence left, but to apprife the town, that you 
fpeedily intend to eat up your own nofe by fubfcription, 

I have frequently regretted, that none of our eaftern 
pofture-mafters, or {how-men, have ever ventured to 
England. I mould be pleafed to fee that money cir- 
culate in Afia which is now fent to Italy and France 
in order to bring their vagabonds hither. Several of 
our tricks would undoubtedly give the Englifh high 
fatisfaftion. Men of fafliion would be greatly pleafed 
with the poftures, as well as the condefcenfion of our 
dancing girls ; and ladies would equally admire thtf 
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conductors of our fire- works. What an agreeable fur- 
prife would it be, to fee a huge fellow, with whifkers, 
flafli a charged blunderbufs full in a lady's face, with- 
out finging her hair, or melting her pomatum ? Per- 
haps, when the firft furprife was over, (he might then 
grow familiar with danger ; and the ladies might vie 
with each other in ftanding fire with intrepidity. 

But of all the wonders of the eaft, the moil ufeful, 
and I mould fancy the moft pleafing, would be the 
lookirig-glafs of Lao, which reflects the mind as well 
as the body. It is faid, that the emperor, Chufi, ufed 
to make his concubines drefs their heads and their hearts 
in one of thofe glaffes every morning; while the la- 
dy was at her toilet, he would frequently look over 
her moulder ; and it is recorded, that among the three 
hundred which compofed his feraglio, not one was 
found whofe mind was not even more beautiful than 
her perfon. 

I make no doubt but a glafs in this country would 
have the very fame effect. The Englifli ladies, con- 
cubines and all, would undoubtedly cut very pretty 
figures in fo faithful a monitor. There, fhould we 
happen to peep over a lady's fhoulder while dreffing, 
we might be able to fee neither gaming nor ill na- 
ture ; neither pride, debauchery, nor a love of gadding. 
We fhould find her, if any fenfible defeft appeared 
in the mind, more careful in rectifying it, than plaif- 
tering up the irreparable decays of the perfon ; nay> 
I am even apt to fancy, that ladies would find more 
real pleafure in this utenfil in private, than in any other 
bauble imported from China, though never fo expen- 
five or amufing. 
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LETTER XLVI. 



TO THE SAME. 
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PON finiffiing my laft letter, I retired to reft, 
reflecting upon the wonders of the glafs of Lao, wifliing 
to be poffeffed of one here, and refolved, in fuch a cafe, 
to oblige every lady with a fight of it for nothing. What 
fortune denied me, waking fancy fupplied in a dream : 
the glafs, I know not how, was put into my pofleflion, 
and I could preceive feveral ladies approaching, fome 
voluntarily, others driven forward again ft their wills, 
by a fet of difcontented genii, whom by intuition I 
knew were their hu (bands. 

The apartment in which I was to (how away was fil- 
led with feveral gaming-tables, as if juft forfaken; the 
candles were burnt to the focket, and the hour was five 
o'clock in the morning. Placed at one end of the room, 
which was of prodigious length, I could more eafily 
' diftinguifli every female figure as flie marched up from 
the door: but guefs my furprife, when I could fcarce 
preceive one blooming or agreeable face among the 
number. This, however, I attributed to the early hour, 
and kindly confidered, that the face of a lady, juft rifen 
from bed, ought always to find a companionate advo- 
cate. 

The firft perfon who came up in order to view her in- 
tellectual face, was a commoner's wife, who, as I after- 
wards found, being bred during her virginity, in a pawn- 
broker's fliop, now attempted to make up the defefli 
oi breeding and fentiment, by the magnificence of her 
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drefs, and the expend venefs of her amufements.— tAn 
Showman, cried flie, approaching, I am told you have 
fomething to fhew in that there fort of magic-Ianthorn* 
by which folks can fee themfelves on the infide. I pro- 
teft, as my Lord Beetle fays, J am fure it will be vaftly 
pretty, for I have never feen any thing like it before. 
But how; are we to ftrip off our clothes, and be turned 
infide out ? If fo, as Lord Beetle fays, I abfolutely de- 
clare off; for I would not ftrip for the world before a 
man's face ; and fo I tells his lordfhip almoft every night 
of my life. I informed the lady, that I would difpenfe 
with the ceremony of ftripping, and immediately pre- 
fented my glafs to her view. 

As when a firft rate beauty, after having with difficulty, 
efcaped the final 1 -pox, re vi fits her favourite mirror, that 
mirror which had repeated the flattery of every lover, 
and even added force to the compliment; expe&ing to 
fee what had fo often given her pleafure, flie no longer 
beholds the cherried lip, the poliflied forehead, and 
fpeaking blufh ; but an hateful phiz, quilted into a thou* 
fand feams by the hand of deformity ; grief, refentment, 
and rage, fill her bofom by turns ; (he blames the fates 
and the ftars, but moft of all die unhappy glafc feels her 
refentment. So it was with the lady in queftion; flie had 
never feen her own mind before, and was now {hocked 
at its deformity. One fingle look was fufficient to fa- 
tisfy her curiofity; I held up the glafs to her face, and 
flie fliut her eyes ; no entreaties could prevail upon her 
to gaze once more; flie was even going to fnatch it 
from my hand, and break it in a thoufand pieces. I 
found it was time therefore to difmifs her as incorrigible, 
and fliew away to the next that offered. 
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This was an unmarried lady, who continued in a 
Hate of virginity till thirty-fix, and then admitted a 
lover when me defpaired of an hufband. No woman 
was louder at a revel than (he, perfectly free-hearted* 
and almoft in every refpefl: a man ; flie underftood ridi- 
cule to perfection, and was once known even to fally 
out in order to beat the watch. " Here, you, my dear f 
with the outlandilh face," (faid flie, addrefling me,) let 
me take a fingle peep. Not that I care three damns what 
figure I may cut in the glafs of fuch an old fafhioned crea- 
ture : if I am allowed the beauties of the face by peo- 
ple of fafhion, I know the world will be complaifant 
enough to tofs me the beauties of the mind into the 
bargain." I held my glafs before her as {he defired, 
and mult confefs was mocked with the reflection. The 
lady, however, gazed for fome time with the utmoft 
complacency ; and, at laft, turning to me, with the moid 
fatisfied fmile, faid {he never could think that {he had 
been half fo handfome. 

Upon her difmiflion, a lady of diftinftion was reluc- 
tantly hauled along to the glafs by her huflband : in 
bringing her forward, as he came firft to the glafs himfelf, 
his mind appeared tin&ured with immoderate jealoufy, 
and I was going to reproach him for ufing her with fuch 
feverity ; but when the lady came to prefent herfelf, I 
immediately retraced ; for alas ! it was feen, that he had 
but too much reafon for his fufpicions. 

The next was a lady who ufually teized all her ac* 
quaintance in defiring to be told of her faults, and then 
never mended any. Upon approaching the glafs, I could 
readily perceive vanity, affeftation, and fome other ill- 
looking blots on her mind ; wherefore, by my advice, 
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(he immediately fet about mending. But I could eafily 
find flie was not earneft in the work : for as fhe repaired 
them on one fide, they generally broke out on another. 
Thus, after three or four attempts, fhe began to make the 
ordinary ufe oftheglafs, in fettling her hair. 

The company now made room for a woman of learn- 
ing, who approached with a flow pace, and a folemn 
countenance ; which, for her own fake, I could wilh had 
been cleaner. " Sir, cried the lady, flourifhing her< 
hand, which held a pinch of fnufF, I fliall be enraptured 
by having prefented to my view, a mind with which I 
have fo long ftudied to be acquainted ; but, in order to 
give the fex a proper example, I muft infift, that all the 
company be permitted to look over my flioulder." I 
bowed affent ; and prefenting the glafs, fliewed the lady 
a mind by no means fo fair as flie had expeQed to fee. 
Ill nature, ill-placed pride, and fpleen, were too legible 
to be miftaken. Nothing could be more amufing than 
the mirth of her female companions who had looked over. 
They had hated her from the beginning, and now the 
apartment echoed with an univerfal laugh. Nothing but 
a fortitude like her's could have withftood their raillery : 
fhe flood it however ; and when the burft was 1 exhaulted, 
with great tranquillity, flie allured the company that the 
whole was a deceptio vifus ; and that fhe was too well 
acquainted with her own mind to believe any falfe 
reprefentations from another. Thus faying, flie retired 
with a fullen fatisfaftion, refolved not to mend her faults 
but to write a criticifm on the mental refleftor. 

I mull own, by this time, I began myfelf to fufpeft 
the fidelity of my mirror ; for, as the ladies appeared 
at leaft to have the merit of riling early, fince they 
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Were up at five, I was amazed to find nothing of this good 
quality pi&ured upon their minds in the reflection : I 
was refolved, therefore, to communicate my fufpicions 
to a lady, whofe intellectual countenance appeared more 
fair than any of the reft, not having above feventy-nine 
fpots in all befides flips and foibles. " I own, young 
woman, faid I, that there are fome virtues upon that mind 
of your's ; but there is ftill one which I do not fee repre- 
fented ; I mean that of rifing betimes in the morning ; I 
fancy the glafs falfe in that particular;" The young lady 
fmiled at my fimplicity, and with a blufh, confefledf 
that (he and the whole company had been up all night 
gaming. 

By this time all the ladies, except one, had feen them- 
felves fucceflively, and difliked the fliow, or fcolded the 
fliowman ; I was refolved, however, that flie who feem- 
ed to neglect herfelf, and was neglected by the reft, fliould 
take a view ; and going up to a corner of the room where 
flie ftill continued fitting, I preferited my glafs full in her 
face. Here it was that I exulted in my fuccefs ; no blot, 
noftain, appeared on any part of the faithful mirror. As 
when the large, unwritten page prefents its fnowy fpotlefs 
bofom to the writer's hand, fo appeared the glafs to my 
view. — Here, O ye daughters of Englifli anceftors ! cried 
I, turn hither and behold an object worthy imitation : 
look upon the mirror now, and acknowledge its juftice, 
and this woman's pre-eminence! The ladies, obeying 
the fummons, came up in a groupe, and, looking on, 
acknowledged there was fome truth in the picture, as the 
perfon now reprefented had been deaf, dumb, and a fool 
from her cradle. 

O 
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Thus much of piy dream I diftin&ly remember; 
the reft was filled with chimaeras, enchanted caftles, 
and flying dragons as ufual. — As you, my dear Fum 
Hoam, are particularly verfed in the interpretation of 
thofe midnight warnings, what pleafure fhould I find 
in your explanation ; but that our diftance prevents ; I 
make no doubt, however, but that from my defcription, 
you will very much venerate the good qualities of the En- 
glilh ladies in general, fince dreams, you know, go always 
by contraries. Adieu. 

LETTER XLVIL 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI, TO HINGPO, A SLAVE 

IN PERSIA,* 



Y 



OUR laft letters betray a mind feemingly fond of 
wifdom, yet tempefted by a thoufand various paflions. 
You would fondly perfuade me, that my former leflbjns 
Axil influence your conduS, and yet your mind feems not 
lefs enflaved than your body. Knowledge, wifdom, eru- 
dition, arts, and elegance, what are they* but the mere 
trappings of the mind, if they do not ferve to increafe the 
happinefs of the pofleflbr ? A mind rightly inftituted in 
the fchool of philofophy, acquires at once the liability of 
the oak, and the flexibility of the ofier. The trueft man- 
ner of leffening our agonies, is to (hrink from their pref- 
fure ; is to confefs that we feel them. 

The fortitude of European fages is but a dream : for 
where lies the merit in being infenfible to the ftrokes of 

* This letter appears to be little more than a rhapfody of fentixnents from 
Confufcius. Vid. the Latin tranflation. 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD 195 

fortune, or in diffembling our fenfibility; if we are in- 
renfible, that arifes only from an happy conftitution; that 
is a blefling previoufly granted by Heaven t and which 
no art can procure, no inftitutions improve. 

If we diflemble our feelings, we only artificially en- 
deavour to perfuade others that we enjoy privileges which 
we actually do not poffefs. Thus, while we endeavour 
to appear happy, we feel at once all the pangs of internal 
mifery, and all the felf-reproaching confcioufnefs of en- 
deavouring to deceive. 

I know but of two fefts of philofophers in the world 
that have endeavoured to inculate, that fortitude is but an 
imaginary virtue; I mean the followers of Confucius, 
and thofe who profefs the doctrines of Chrift. All other 
fefts teach pride under misfortunes ; they alone teach hu~ 
mility. Night, fays our Chinefe philofopher, not more 
furely follows day, than groans and tears grow out of 
pain; when misfortunes, therefore, opprefs, when ty-"\ 
rants threaten, it is our intereft, it is our duty, to fly even 1 
t o diflipatio n for fupport, to feek redrefs from friendfliip, I 
to feek redrefs from that beft of friends, who loved us J 
into being. 

Philofophers, my fon, have long declaimed againft 
the paffions, as being the fource of all our miferies ; they 
are the fource of all our misfortunes, I own, but they are 
the fource of our pleafures too : and every endeavour of 
our lives, and all the inftitutions of philofophy, mould . 
tend to this, not to diffemble an abfence of paflion, but 
to repel thofe which lead to vice by thofe which direct to 
virtue. 

The foul may be compared to a field of battle, where 
two armies are ready every moment to encounter ; not a 

O 2 
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fingle vice but has a more powerful opponent ; and not 
one virtue, but may be over-borne by a combination* of 
vices. Reafon guides the bands of either hoft ; nor can 
it fujbdue one paflion, but by the affiftance of another. 
Thus, as a bark on every fide befet with ftorms, enjoys 
a lkae of reft, fo does the mind, when influenced by a 
juftequipeife-of the paflions, enjoy tranquillity. 

I have ufed fuch means as my little fortune would ad- 

mit, to procure your freedom. I have lately written to 

the governor of Argun to pay your ranfom, though at the 

expence of all the wealth I brought with me from China. 

* ,, Ii we become poor we mail at leaft have the pleafure of 
bearing poverty together ; for what is fatigue or famine, 

\^ when weighed againft friendfhip and freedom. Adieu, 



\ 



LETTER XLVIII. 



J FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO ***, MERCHANT 



* 



\ 

w) 



^ 



IN AMSTERDAM. 

AJL APPENING fome days ago to call at a painter's, to 
amufe myfelf in examining fome pictures (I had no de- 
fign to buy) it furprifed me to fee a young prince in the 
working-room, dreffed in a painter's apron, arid aflidu- 
oufly learning the trade. We inftantly remembered to 
have feen each other ; and after the ufual compliments, I 
Hood by while he continued to paint on. As every thing 
\ done by the rich is praifed, as princes here, as well a& 
^ in China, are never without followers, three or four per- 
fons, who had the appearance of gentlemen, were placed 
behind to comfort and applaud him at every ftroke. 



V 
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Need I tell, that it ftruck me with very difagreeable 
fenfations, *' to fee a youth, who, by his ftation in life, 
had it in his power to be ufeful to thoufands, thus let- 
ting his mind run to wafte upon canvas, at the fame 
time fancying himfelf improving in tafte, and filling his 
rank with proper decorum." N 

As feeing an error, and attempting to redrefs it, are 
only one and the fame with me, I took occafion, upon 
his lord (hip's defiring my opinion of a Chinefe fcroll, 
intended for the frame of a pifture, to affure him, that 
a mandarine of China thought a minute acquaintance 
with fuch mechanical trifles below his dignity. 

This reply raifed the indignation of fome and the con- 
tempt of others : I could hear the names of Vandal, 
Goth, tafte, polite arts, delicacy, and fire, repeated in 
tones of ridicule and refentment. But confidering that 
it was vain to argue again ft people who had fo much 
to fay, without contradifting them, I begged leave to 
repeat a fairy tale. This requeft redoubled the laughter ; 
but riot eafily abafhed at the raillery of boys, I per* 
fifted, obferving, that it would fet the abfurdity of plac- 
ing our affections upon trifles, in the ftrongeft point of 
view; and adding, that it was hoped the moral would 
compenfate for its ftupidity. — For Heaven's fake, cried 
the great man, wafhing his brufh in water, let us have 
no morality at prefent ; if we muft have a ftory, let it 
be without any moral. I pretended not to hear; and 
while he handled the brufli, proceeded as follow : 

In the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which by the Chi- 
nefe annal, appears to have flour ifhed twenty thoufand 
years ago, there reigned a prince, endowed with everjr 

o 3 
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accomplifhment which generally diftinguiihes the fons 
of kings. His beauty was brighter than the fun. The 
fun, to which he was nearly related, would fometimes 
flop his courfe in order to look down and admire 
him. 

His mind was not lefs perfeft than his body : he knew 
all things without having ever read ; philofophers, po- 
ets, and hiftorians, fubmitted their works to his deci- 
fion ; and fo penetrating was he, that he could tell the 
merit of a book, by looking on the cover. He made 
epic poems, tragedies, and paftorals, with furprifing fa- 
cility; fong, epigram, or rebus, was all one to him, 
though it is obferved he could never finifh an aero flic. 
In (hort, the fairy who prefided at his birth, had en- 
dowed him with almoft every perfection, or what was 
juft the fame, his fubjefts were ready to acknowledge he 
poffefTed them all ; and, for his own part, he knew 
nothing to the contrary. A prince fo accomplifhed, 
received a name fuitable to his merit; and he was cal- 
led Bonbenin Bonbobbin Bonbobbinet, which fignifies 
Enlighter of the Sun. 

As he was very powerful, and yet unmarried, all the 
neighbouring kings earneftly fought his alliance. Each 
fent his daughter, dreffed out in the moft magnificent 
manner, and with the moft fumptuous retinue imagin~ 
able, in order to allure the prince ; fo that at one time 
there were feen at his court not lefs than feven hundred 
foreign princeffes of exquifite fentiment and beauty, each 
alone fufficient to make feven hundred ordinary men 
happy. 

Diftrafted in fuch a variety, the generous Bonbebin, 
had he not been oblige^ by the laws of the empire to 
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tnake choice of one, would very willingly have married 
them all, for none underftood gallantry better. He 
fpent numberlefs hours of folitude, in endeavouring to 
deter/nine whom he fhould chufe ; one lady was pof- 
feffed of every perfection, but he difliked her eye-brows J 
another was brighter than the morning ftar, but he dif- 
approved of her fong whang ; a third did not lay white 
enough on her cheek ; and a fourth did not fufficiently 
blacken her nails. At laft, after numberlefs difappoint- 
ments on the one fide and the other, he made choice 
of the incomparable Nanhoa, queen of the fcarlet dra- 
gons. 

The preparations for the royal nuptials, or the envy of 
the difappointed ladies, needs no defcription ; both the 
one and the other were as great as they could be : the 
beautiful princefs was conducted amidft admiring mul- 
titudes to the royal couch, where, after being divefted 
of every encumbering ornament, ftie was placed in ex- 
pectance of the youthful bridegroom, who did not keep 
her long in expectation. He came more cheerful than 
the morning, and printing on her lips a burning kifs, the 
attendants took this as a proper fignal to withdraw. 

Perhaps I ought to have mentioned in the beginning, 
that, among feveral other qualifications, the prince was 
fond of collefting and breeding mice, which being an 
harmlefs paftime, none of his counfellors thought proper 
to difluade him from ; he therefore kept a great variety 
of thefe* pretty little animals, in the mod beautiful cages, 
enricbyed with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and 
other precious ftones : thus he innocently fpent four 
hours each day in contemplating their innocent little 
paftimes. 

04 
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But to proceed, the prince and princefs were now in 
bed ; one with all the love and expectation, the other 
with all the modefty and fear, which is natural to fup- 
pofe ; both willing, yet afraid to begin ; when the prince 
happening to look towards the outfide of the bed, per- 
ceived one of the moft beautiful animals in the world, a 
white moufe with green eyes, playing about the floor, and 
performing an hundred pretty tricks. He was already 
mafter of blue mice, red mice, and even white mice 
with yellow eyes ; but a white moufe with green eyes was 
what he long endeavoured to poflefs : wherefore leaping 
from bed with utmoft impatience and agility, the youth- 
ful prince attempted to feize the little charmer ; but it 
was fled in a moment ; for, alas ! the moufe was fent by 
a difcontented princefs, and was itfelf a fairy. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the agony of the prince upon 
this occafion. He fought round and round every part of 
the room, even the bed where the princefs lay was not 
extempt from the inquiry : he turned the princefs on one 
fide and the other, ftripped her quite naked, but ho moufe 
was to be found ; the princefs herfelf was kind enough to 
aflift, but ft ill to no purpofe. 

— Alas ! cried the young prince in an agony, how un- 
happy am I to be thus difappointed ; never fure was fo 
beautiful an animal feen ; I would give half my kingdom 
and my princefs to him that would find it. The prin- 
cefs, though not much pleafed with the latter part of his 
offer, endeavoured to comfort him as well as (he could ; 
(he let him know, that he had an hundred mice already, 
which ought to be at leaft fufEcient to fatisfy any philo- 
fopher like him. Though none of them had green eyes, 
yet he fliould learn to thank heaven that they had eyes, 
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She told him (for fhe was a profound moralift) that in- 
curable evils muft be borne, and that ufelefs lamentations 
were vain, and that man was born to misfortunes ; flie 
even entreated him to return to bed, and fhe would 
endeavour to lull him on her bofom to repofe ; but ftill 
the prince continued inconfolable ; and, regarding her 
with a ftern air, for which his family was remarkable, 
he vowed never to fleep in the royal palace, or indulge 
himfelf in the innocent pleafures of matrimony, till he 
had found the white moufe with the green eyes. 

— Pr'ythee, Colonel Leech, cried his lordfhip, inter- 
rupting me, how do you like that nofe ? do not you 
think there is fomething of the manner of Rembrant in 
it ? A prince in all this agony for a white moufe, O ri- 
diculous ! Do not you think, Major Vampyre, that 
eye-brow ftippled very prettily ? But, pray, what are 
the green eyes to the purpofe, except to amufe children ? 
I would give a thoufand guineas to lay on the colouring 
of this cheek more fmoothly. But I aflc pardon — pray, 
Sir, proceed. 



LETTER XLIX, 



PROM THE SAME. 



1\.INGS, continued I, at that time were different 
from what they are now ; they then never engaged their 
word for any thing which they did not rigoroufly in- 
tend to perform. This was the cafe of Bonbenin, who 
continued all night to lament his misfortunes to the 
^rincefs, who echoed groan for groan* When morning 
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came, he publiQied an edid, offering half his kingdom 
and his princefs to the perfon who (hould catch and 
bring the white moufe with green eyes. 

The edi£t was fcarce publilhed, when all the traps in 
the kingdom were baited with cheefe ; numberlefs mice 
were taken and deftroycd ; but Hill the much wiftied- 
for moufe was not among the number. The privy coun- 
cil were affembled more than once to give their advice ; 
but all their deliberations came to nothing ; even though 
there were two complete vermin-killers, and three pro- 
fefled rat-catchers of the number. Frequent addreifes, as 
^ is ufual on extraordinary occafions, were fent from all 

parts of the empire ; but though thefe promifed well, 
though in them he received an affurance, that his faith- 
ful fubjefts would affift in his fearch with their lives 
and fortunes, yet with all their loyalty they failed when 
the time came that the moufe was to be caught. „ 

The prince, therefore, was refolved to go himfelf in 
fearch, determined never to lie two nights in one plage 
till he had found what he fought for. Thus, quitting 
his palace without attendants, he fet out upon his jour- 
ney, and travelled through many a defert, and croffed 
many a river, over high hills, and down along vales, 
Hill reftlefs, ftill inquiring wherever he came ; but no 
white moufe was to be found. 

As, one day fatigued with his journey, he was fhad- 
ing himfelf from the heat of the mid-day fun, under 
the arching branches of a banana-tree, meditating on 
the objeft'of his purfuit, he perceived an old woman, 
hideoufly deformed, approaching him ; by her ftoop, and 
the wrinkles of her vifage, flie feemed at leaft five 
hundred years old ; and the fpotted toad was not more 
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freckled than was her flrin. " Ah } Prince Bonbentn, 
Bonbobbin Bonbobbinet, cried the creature, what has 
led you fo many thoufand miles from your own king* 
dom? What is it you look for? And what induces 
you to travel into the kingdom of Emmets ?" The 
prince, who was . exceflively complaifant, told her the 
whole ftory three times over, for Ihe was hard of hear- 
ing. " Well, lays the old fairy, (for fuch lhe was,) I 
promife to put you in poffeffion of the white moufe 
with green eyes, and that immediately too, upon one 
condition."- — " One condition ! (cried the prince in a 
rapture,) name a thoufand, I fhall undergo them all with 
pleafure." — " Nay, interrupted the old fairy, I afk but 
one, and that not very mortifying neither ; it is only, 
that you inftantly confent to marry me." 

It is impoflible to exprefs the prince's confufion at 
this demand ; he loved the moufe, but he detefted the 
bride ; he hefitated — he defired time to think upon the 
propofal — he would have been glad to confult his friends 
on fuch an occafion. " Nay, nay, cried the odious 
fairy,) if you demur, I retraft my promife; I do not 
defire to force my favours ori any man. — Here, you my 
attendants, (cried lhe, ftamping with her foot,) let my * 

machine be driven up ; Barbacela, Queen of Emmets, is 
not ufed to contemptuous treatment." She had no fooner 
fpoken, than her fiery chariot appeared in the air, drawn 
by two fnails ; and lhe was juft going to ftep in, when 
the prince refle&ed, that now or never was the time 
to be poffeffed of the white moufe, and quite forgetting 
his lawful princefs, Nanhoa, falling on his knees, he 
implored forgivenefs for having rafhly rejefted fo much 
beauty. This well-timed compliment inftantly appeafed 
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the angry fairy : (he affefted a hideous leer of approba- 
tion, and taking the young prince by the hand, con- 
dueled him to a neighbouring church, where they were 
married together in a moment. As foon as the cere- 
mony was performed, the prince, who was to the laft 
degree defirous of feeing his favourite raoufe, reminded 
the bride of her promife. " To confefs a truth, my 
prince, (cried (he,) I myfelf am that very white moufe 
you faw on your wedding-night in the royal apartment : 
I now, therefore, give you the choice, whether you 
would have me a moufe by day. and a woman by 
night, or a moufe by night, and a woman by day." 
Though the prince was an excellent cafuift, he was 
quite at a lofs how to determine ; but at laft thought 
it mod prudent to have recourfe to a blue cat, that 
had followed him from his own dominions, and fre- 
quently amufed him with its conversation, and aflifted 
him with its advice ; in faft, his cat was no other than 
the faithful princefs, Nanhoa herfelf, who had fhared 
with him all his hardftiips in this difguife. 

By her inftru&ions he was determined in his choice; 
and returning to the old fairy, prudently obferved, that as 
fhe muft have been fenfible he had married her only for 
the fake of what fhe had, and not for her perfonal qua- 
lifications, he thought it would, for feveral reafons, be 
moft convenient, if fhe continued a woman by day, and 
appeared a moufe by night. 

The old fairy was a good deal mortified at her huf- 
band's want of gallantry, though fhe was reluftantly 
obliged to comply ; the day was, therefore, fpent in the 
moft polite amufemeftts, the gentlemen talked fmut, the 
ladies laughed, and were angry. At laft the happy 
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night drew near; the blue cat ftill ftuck by the fide of its 
mafter, and even followed him to the bridal apartment. 
Barbacela entered the chamber, wearing a train of fifteen 
yards long, fupported by porcupines, and all over befet 
with jewels, which ferved to render her more deteftible. 
She wasjuft flepping into bed to the prince, forgetting her 
promife, when he infilled upon feeing her in the fhape of 
a moufe. She had promifed and no fairy can break her 
word ; wherefore, affuming the figure of the moll beauti- 
ful moufe in the world, Ihe Ikipped and played about 
with an infinity of amufement. The prince, in an agony 
of rapture, was defirous of feeing his pretty play-fellow 
move a flow dance about the floor to his own finging; 
he began to fing, and the moufe immediately to perform 
with the mo ft perfeft knowledge of time, and the fineft 
grace and greateft gravity imaginable; it only began, for 
Nanhoa, who had long waited for the opportunity in the 
fhape of a cat, flew upon it inftantly without remorfe, and 
eating it up in the hundredth part of a moment, broke the 
charm, and then refumed her natural figure. 

The prince now found, that he had all along been under 
the power of enchantment ; that his paflion for the white 
moufe was entirely . fi&itious, and not the genuine com- 
plexion of his foul ; he now faw that his earneftnefs after 
mice was an illiberal amufement, and much more becom- 
ing a rat-catcher than a prince. All his meanneffes now 
flared him in the face; he begged the difcreet princefs's 
pardon an hundred times. The princefs very readily for- 
gave him ; and both returning to their palace in Bonbob- 
bin, lived very happily together, and reigned many years 
with all that wifdom, which, by the ftory, they appear to 
have been pofleffed of. Perfectly convinced by their 
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former adventures, that they who place their aflcftions on 
trifles at firft for amufement, will find thefe trifk s at *aft 
become their moft ferious concern. Adieu. 



LETTER L. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO FUM HOAM, FIR$r 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. 



A 



.SK an Engl ifh man, what nation in the world enjoy* 
moft freedom, and he immediately anfwers, his own. 
Afk him, in what that freedom principally confifts, and 
he is inftantly filent. This happy pre-eminence does not 
arife from the people's enjoying a larger {hare in legifla- 
tion than elfewhere; for, in this particular, feveral ftates in 
Europe excel them ; nor does it arife from a greater ex- 
emption from taxes, few countries pay more ; it does not 
proceed from their being reftrained by fewer laws, for no 
$2ople are burdened with fo many; nor does it particu- 
larly confift in the fecurity of their property, for property 
is pretty well fecured in every polite ftate in Europe. 

How then are the Englifli more free (for more free they 
certainly are) than the people of any other country, or un- 
der any other form of government whatever ? Their free, 
dom confifts in their enjoying all the advantages of demo- 
cracy, with this fuperior prerogative borrowed from mo- 
narchy, that " the feverity of their laws may be relaxed, 
without endangering the conftitution." 
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jftl a mflftarchial ftate in which the conftitution is ftrong- 
eft) theihfivs may be relaxed without danger; for though 
the people fliould be unanimous in the breach of any one 
in particular, yet ftill their is an affeftive power fuperior 
to the people, capable of enforcing obedience, whenever 
it may be proper to inculcate the law, either towards the 
fupport or welfare of the community. 

r But in all thofe governments where laws derive their 
fanftion from the people alone, tranfgreffions cannot be 
overlooked, without bringing the conftitution into danger. 
They who tranfgrefs the law in fuch a cafe, are thofe who 
prefcribe it ; by which me'ans it lofes not only its influ- 
ence but its fanftion. In every republic the laws mull 
be ftrong, becaufe the conftitution is feeble; they muft 
refemble an Afiatic hufband who isjuftly jealous, becaufe 
he knows himfelf impotent. Thus in Holland, Switzer- 
land, and Genoa, new laws are not frequently enafted, but 
the old ones are obferved with unremitting feverity. In 
fuch republics, therefore, the people are (laves to laws of 
their own making, little lefs than in unmixed monarchies, 
where they are Haves to the will of one fubjeft to frailties 
like themfelves. 

In England, from a variety of happy accidents, their 
conftitution is juft ftrong enough, or if you will, mo- 
narchial enough, to permit a relaxation of the feverity 
of laws, and yet thofe laws ftill to remain fufficiently 
ftrong to govern the people. This is the moft perfeS 
ftate of civil liberty of which we can form an idea; 
here we fee a greater number of laws than in any other 
country, while the people at the fame time obey only 
fuch as are immediately conducive to the interefts of fo- 
ciety; feveral are unnoticed, many unknown; fom* 
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kept to be revived and enforced upon proper occafions/ 
others left to grow obfolete, even without the neceffity 
of abrogation. 

Scarce an Englifhman who does not a] mo ft every day 
of his life offend with impunity againft fome exprefs law, 
and for which, in a certain conjuncture of circumftances, 
he would not receive punifhment. Gaming-houfes, 
preaching at prohibited places, affembled crowds, noc. 
turnal amufements, public (hows, and an hundred other 
inftances are forbid and frequented. Thefe prohibitions 
are ufeful ; though it be prudent in their magiftrates, 
and happy for their people, that they are not enforced, 
and none but the venal or mercenary attempt to en- 
force them. 

The law, in this cafe, like an indulgent parent, ftill 
keeps the rod, though the child is feldom corrected. 
Were thofe pardoned offences to rife into enormity^ 
were they likely to obftru&the happinefs of fociety, or 
endanger the ftate, it is then that juftice would refume 
her terrors, and punifh thofe faults fhe had fo often 
overlooked with indulgence. It is to this duftility of 
the laws that an Englifhman owes the freedom he en- 
joys fuperior to others in a more popular government ; 
every ftep, therefore, the conftitution takes towards a 
democratic form, every diminution of the legal autho- 
rity is, in fa£l, a diminution of the fubjefts freedom : 
but every attempt to render the government more po- 
pular, not only impairs natural liberty, but even will 
at laft diffolve the political ctfnftitution. 

Every popular government feems calculated to laft only 
for a time ; it grows rigid with age, new laws are multi- 
plying, and the old continue in force, the fubjefts'are op- 
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prefled, burthened with a multiplicity of legal injunc- 
tions ; there are none from whom to expeft redrefs, and 
nothing but a flrong convulfion in the ftate can vindi- 
cate them into former liberty. Thus the people of 
Rome, a few great ones excepted, found more real 
freedom under their emperors, though tyrants, than 
they had experienced in the old age of the common- 
wealth, in which their laws were become numerous and 
painful, in which new laws were every day enafting, 
and the old ones executed with rigor. They even re- 
fufed to be reinftated in their former prerogatives upon 
an offer made them to this purpofe ; for they a&ually 
found emperors the only means of foftening the rigors 
of their conftitution. 

The conftitution of England is at prefent poflefled of 
the ftrength of its native oak, and the flexibility of the 
bending tamarifk ; but (hould the people, at any time, 
with a miftaken zeal, pant after an imaginary freedom, 
and fancy that abridging monarchy was increafing their 
privileges, they would be very much miftaken, fince 
every jewel plucked from the crown of majefty would 
only be made ufe of as a bribe to corruption ; it might 
enrich the few who fhared it among them, but would, 
in faft, impoverifli the public. 

As the Roman fenators* by flow and imperceptible 
degrees, became mafters of the people, yet ftill flattered 
them with a fliew of freedom, while themfelves only 
were free ; fo it is poflible for a body of men, while they 
ftand up for privileges, to grow into an exuberance of 
power themfelves, and the public become aftually de- 
pendent, while fome of its individuals only governed. 
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If then, my friend, there (hould in this country ever 
be on the throne a king, who, through good nature or 
age, fliould give up the frnalleft part of his prerogative 
to the people, if there (hould come a minifter of merit 
and popularity — but I have room for no more. Adieu, 



LETTER LL 



TO THE SAME. 



A 



.S I was yefterday feated at breakfaft, over a pen* 
five difli of tea, my meditations were interrupted by my 
old friend and companion, who introduced a ftranger, 
drefled pretty much like himfelf. The gentleman made 
feveral apologies for his vifit, begged of me to impute his 
intrufion to the fincerity of his refpeS, and the warmth 
of his curiofity. 

As I am very fufpicious of my company, when I find 
them very civil without any apparent reafon, I anfwered 
the Granger's carefles at .firft with referve , which my 
friend perceiving, inftantly let me into my vifitant's 
trade and character, afking Mr. Fudge, whether he had 
lately publiflied any thing ne\v ? I now conjeftured 
that my gueft was no other than a bookfeller, and his 
anfwer confirmed my fufpicions. 

" Excufe me, Sir, (fays he,) it is not the feafon; 
books have their time as well as cucumbers. I would no 
more bring a new work out in fummer than I would fell 
pork in the dog-days. Nothing in my way goes off in 
fummer, except very light goods indeed. A review, a 
magazine, or a feffions-paper may amufe a fummer read- 
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er ; but all our ftock of value we referve for a fpring 
and winter trade." — " I mull confefs, Sir, (fays I,) a 
curiofity to know what you call a valuable ftock, which 
can only bear a winter perufe!.' — 4t Sir, (replied the 
bookfeller,) it is not my way to cry up my own goods ; 
but, without exaggeration, I will venture to fliew with 
any of the trade ; my books at leaft have the peculiar 
advantage of being always new ; and it is my way to 
clear off my old to the trunk -makers every feafon. I 
have ten new title-pages now about me, which only 
want books to be added to make them the fineft things 
in nature. Others may pretend to direft the vulgar ; 
but that is not my way ; I always let the vulgar direft 
me ; wherever popular clamor arifes, I always echo the 
million. For inflance, mould the people in general fay, 
that fuch a man is a rouge, I inftantly give orders to fet 
him down in print a villain. Thus every man buys 
the book, not to learn new fentiments, but to have the 
pleafure of feeing his own reflected." — " But," Sir, (in- 
terrupted I,) you fpeak as if you yourfelf wrote the 
books you publifh ; may I be fo bold,' as to afk a fight 
of fome of thofe intended publications, which are (hortly 
to furprife the world ?'■ — " As to that, Sir, replied the 
talkative bookfeller,) I only draw out the plans myfelf » 
and though I am very cautious of communicating them 
to any, yet, as in the end I have a favour to afk, you 
fhall fee a few of them. Here, Sir, they are, diamonds 
of the firft water, I affure you. Imprimis, a tranflation 
of feveral medical precepts for the ufe of fuch phyfici- 
ans as do not underftand latin. Item, the young cler- 
gyman's art of placing patches regularly, with a differ- 
tation on the different manners of fmiling, without dif- 

P 2 
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torting the face. Item, the whole art of love made per* 
fe&ly eafy, by a broker of Exchange Alley. Item, the 
proper manner of cutting black-lead pencils, and mak- 
ing crayons, by the Right Hon. the Earl of ****. 
Item, the mufter-mafter-general, or the review of re- 
views. " — " Sir, (cried I, interrupting him,) my curi- 
ofity with regard to title-pages is fatisfied: I mould be 
glad to fee fome longer manufcript, an hiftory, or an 
epic poem." — " Blefs me ! (cries the man of induftry,) 
now you fpeak of an epic poem, you fliall fee an ex- 
cellent farce. Here it is ; dip into it where you will, 
it will be found replete with true modern humour. 
Strokes, Sir, it is filled with ftrokes of wit and fatire 
in every line. ,, — " Do you call thefe dafhes of the 
pen ftrokes, (replied I,) for I muft confefs I can 
fee no other?" " And pray, Sir, (returned he J what 
do you call them ? Do you fee any thing now a-days 
that is not filled with ftrokes — and dafhes ? — Sir, a well- 
placed dafh makes half the wit of our writers of mo- 
dern humour. 1 bought, laft feafon, a piece that had 
no other merit upon earth than nine hundred and ninety- 
five breaks, feventy-two. ha ha's, three good things, and 
a garter ; and yet it played off, and bounced, and 
cracked, and made more fport than a fire-work." — ■" I 
fancy, then, Sir, you Were a confiderable gainer." — " It 
muft be owned the piece did pay ; but upon the whole 
I cannot boaft much of laft winter's fuccefs ; I gained 
by two murders, but then I loft by ail ill-timed charity 
fermon. I was a confiderable fufferer by my Direft 
Road to an Eftate, but the Infernal Guide brought mq 
up again. Ah ! Sir, that was a piece touched off" by the 
hand of a mailer, filled with good things from one end 
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to the other. The author had nothing but the jell in 
view ; no dull moral lurking beneath, nor ill-natured 
fatire to four the reader's good humour; he wifely 
confidered, that moral and humour at the fame time, 
were quite over-doing the bufinefs." — " To what pur- 
pofe was the book then publifhed ?" cried I. — " Sir, 
the book was publiflied in order to be fold ; and no 
book fold better, except the criticifms upon it, which 
came out foon after. Of all kinds of writing that goes 
off beft at prefent ; an4 I generally fallen a criticifm 
upon every felling book that is publiflied. 

" I once had an author, who never left the leaft open- 
ing for the critics : clofe was the word, always very 
right, and very dull, ever on the fafe fide of an ar- 
gument; yet, with all his qualifications, incapable of 
coming into favour. I foon perceived that his bent 
was for criticifm ; and as he was good for nothing elfe f 
fupplied him with pens and paper, and planted him 
at the beginning of every month, as a cenfor on the 
works of others. In fhort, I found him a treafure ; 
no merit could efcape him ; but what is moll remark- 
able of all, he ever wrote beft and bittereft when 
drunk." — " But are there not fome works, (interrupted 
I,) that from the very manner of their compofition 
mull be exempt from criticifm ; particular fuch as pro- 
fefs to difregard its laws ?" — " There is no work what- 
foever but he can -criticife, (replied the bookfeller,) 
even though you wrote in Chinefe, he would have 
a pluck at you. Suppofe you fliould take it into your 
head to publifli a book, let it be a volume of Chinefe 
letters for inftance ; write how you will, he (hall fliew 
the world you could have written better. Should you, 

Pi 
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with the mofi local exa&nefs, flick to the manners and 
cuftoms of the country from whence you came ; {liquid 
you confine yourfelf to the narrow limits of eaftern 
knowledge, and be perfeftly fimple, and perfectly na- 
tural, he has then the ftrongeft reafon to exclaim. He 
may with a fneer, fend you back to China for readers. 
He may obferve, that after the firft or fecond letter, the 
iteration of the fame fimplicity is infupportably tedious; 
but the word of all is, the public, in fuch a cafe, will 
anticipate his cenfures, and leave you, with all your 
uninftruftive fimplicity, to be mauled at difcretion." 

" Yes, (cried I,) but in order to avoid his indigna- 
tion, and what I fhould fear more, that of the public, 
I would, in fuch a cafe, write with all the knowledge 
I was mafter of. As I am not poflefled of much learn- 
ing, at leaft I would not fupprefs what little I had ; 
nor would I appear more ftupid than nature made me." 
«— •" Here, then, (cries the bookfeller,) we fhould have 
you entirely in our power; unnatural, uneaflern; quite 
out of character; erroneoufly fenfible would be the 
whole cry : Sir, we fhould then hunt you down like a 
rat." — " Head of my father! (faid I,) fure there are 
but two ways ; the door mull either be fliut, or it muft 
be open. I muft either be natural or unnatural." — " Be 
what you will, we fhall criticife you, (returned the 
bookfeller,) and prove you a dunce in fpite of your 
teeth. But, Sir, it is time that I fhould come to bu- 
finefs. I have juft now in the prefs an hiftory of China, 
and if you will put your name to it as the author, I 
fhall repay the obligation with gratitude." — " What, 
Sir, (replied I,) put my name to a work which I have 
not written ! never, while I retain a proper refpeft for 
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the public and myfelf." The bluntnefs of my reply 
quite abated the ardour of the bookfeller's converfation; 
and after about half an hour's difagreeable referve, he 
with fome ceremony, took his leave, and withdrew. 
Adieu. 



LETTER LII. 



TO THE SAME. 



I 



.N all other countries, my dear Fum Hoam, the rich 
are diftinguiflied by their drefs. In Perfia, China, and 
moft parts of Europe, thofe who are poflefled of much 
gold and filver, put fome of it upon their clothes, but in 
England, thofe who carry much upon their clothes, are 
remarked for having but little in their pockets. A 
tawdry outfide is regarded as a badge of poverty, and 
thofe who can fit at home, and glote over their thoufands 
in fi lent fatisfafl ion, are generally found to do it in plain 
clothes. 

This diverfity of thinking from the" reft of the world, 
which prevails here, I was firft at a lofs to account for ; 
but am fince informed, that it was introduced by an 
intercourfe between them and their neighbours, the 
French ; who whenever they came in order to pay thofe 
iflanders a vifit, were generally very well dreffed, and 
very poor, daubed with lace, but all the gilding on the 
outfide. By this means, laced clothes have been brought 
fo much into contempt, that at prefent even their man- 
darines are afhamed of finery. 

?4 
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I rauft own myfelf a convert to Englilh fimplicity ; I 
am no more for oftentation of wealth than of learning ; 
the perfon who in company mould pretend to be wifer 
than others, I am apt to regard as illiterate and ill-bred; 
the perfon whofe clothes are extremely fine, 1 am too apt 
to confider as not being poffefled of any fuperiority of for- 
tune, but refembling thofe Indians, who are found to wear 
all the gold they have in the world in a bob at the nofe. 

I was lately introduced into a company of the beft 
drefled men I have feen fince my arrival. Upon entering 
the room, 1 was ftruck with awe at the grandeur of the 
different dreffes. That perfonage, thought I, in blue 
and gold, muft be fome emperor's fon ; that in green 
and filver , a prince of the blood ; he in embroidered 
fcarlet, a prime minifter ; all firft-rate noblemen, I fup- 
pofe, and well looking noblemen too. I fat for fome 
time with that uneafinefs which confcious inferiority 
produces in the ingenuous mind, all attention to their 
difcourfe. However, I found their converfation more 
vulgar than I could have expefted from perfonages of 
fuch diftinftion : if thefe, thought 1 to myfelf, be 
princes, they are the moft ftupid princes I have ever 
converfed with : yet ftill I continued to venerate their 
drefs ; for drefs has a kind of mechanical influence on 
the mind. 

My friend in black indeed did not behave with the 
fame deference, but contradi&ed the fineft of them all in 
the moft peremptory tones of contempt. But I had fcarce 
time to wonder at the imprudence of his conduS, when 
I found occafion to be equally furprifed at the abfurdity 
of theirs ; for upon the entry of a middle-aged man, 
dreffed in a cap, dirty fhirt, and boots, the whole circle 
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feemed diminifhed of their former importance, and con- 
tended who mould be firft to pay their obeifance to the 
ftranger. They fomewhat refembled a circle of Kalmucs 
offering incenfe to a bear. Eager to know the caufe of 
fo much feeming contradi&ion, I whifpered my friend 
out of the room, and found that the augufl company 
confifted of no other than a dancing-mafter, two fiddlers, 
and a third-rate aftor, all aflembled in order to make a 
fet at country dances, as the middle-aged gentleman 
whom I faw enter was a fquire from the country, and 
defirous of learning the new manner of footing, and 
fmoothing up the rudiments of his rural minuet. 

I was no longer furprifed at the authority which my 
friend aflumed among them, nay was even difp leafed 
(pardon my eaftern education) that he had not kicked 
every creature of them down flairs. " What (faid I) 
fhall a fet of fuch paltry fellows drefs themfelves up like 
fons of kings, and claim even the tranfitory refpeft of 
half an hour ? There fhould be fome law to reftrain fo 
manifeft a breach of privilege ; they mould go from 
houfe to houfe as in China, with the inftruments of their 
profeflion fining round their necks : by this means, we 
might be able to diftinguifh and treat them in a ftyle of 
becoming contempt." — " Hold, my friend (replied my 
companion) were your reformation to take place, as 
dancing matters and fiddlers now mimic gentlemen in 
appearance, we fliould then find our fine gentlemen 
conforming to theirs. A beau might be introduced to a 
lady of fafhion with a fiddle-cafe hanging at his neck by 
a red ribbon ; and, inftead of a cane, might carry a 
fiddle ftick. Though to be as dull as a firft-rate dancing 
mafter might be ufed with proverbial juftice ; yet, dull 
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as he is, many a fine gentleman fets him up as the 
proper ftandard of politenefs ; copies not only the pert 
vivacity of his air, but the flat infipidity of his con- 
verfation. In fhort, if you make a law againft dancing 
mailers imitating the fine gentleman, you fliould with 
as much reafon enaft, that no fine gentleman (hall imi- 
tate the dancing matter." 

After I had left my friend, I made towards home, 
refle&ing as I went, upon the difficulty of ^iftinguifhing 
men by their appearances. Invited, however, by the 
frelhnefs of the evening, I did not return direftly, but 
went to ruminate on what had patted in a public garden 
belonging to the city. Here, as I fat upon one of the 
benches, and felt the pleafing fympathy which nature in 
bloom infpires, a difconfolate figure, who fat on the 
other end of the feat, feemed no way to enjoy the fe- 
renity of the feafon. 

His drefs was miferable beyond defcription ; a thread- 
bare coat of the rude ft materials ; a ihirt, though clean, 
yet extremely coarfe; hair that feemed to have been 
long unconfcious of the comb ; and all the reft of his 
equipage imprefled with the marks of genuine po- 
verty. 

As he continued to figh, and teftify every fymptom 
of defpair, I was naturally led, from a motive of hu- 
manity, to offer comfort and afliftance. — You know my 
heart ; and that all who are miferable may claim a place 
there. The penfive ftranger at firft declined any con- 
verfation ; but, at laft, perceiving a peculiarity in my 
accent and manner of thinking, he began to unfold 
himfelf by degrees. 
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I now found that he was not fo very miferable as he 
at firft appeared ; upon my offering him a fmall piece 
of money, he refufed my favour, yet without appearing 
difpleafed at my intended generofity. It is true, he 
fometimes interrupted the converfation with a figh, ani 
talked pathetically of neglefted merit ; yet ftill I could 
perceive a ferenity in his countenance, that, upon a 
clofer infpeftion, befpoke inward content. 

Upon a paufe in the converfation I was going to take 
my leave, when he begged I would favour him with 
my company home to fupper. I was furprifed at fuch 
a demand from a perfon of his appearance ; but willing 
to indulge curiofity, I accepted his invitation ; and, 
though I felt fome repugnance at being feen with one 
who appeared fo very wretched, went along with feem- 
ing alacrity. 

Still as he approached nearer home, his good humour 
proportionably feemed to increafe. At laft he flopped 
not at the gate of an hovel, but of a magnificent palace ! 
when I call my eyes upon all the fumptuous elegance 
which every where prefented upon entering, and then 
when I looked at my feeming miferable conductor, I 
could fcarce think that all this finery belonged to him ; 
yet in faft it did. Numerous fervants ran through the 
apartments with filent affiduity ; feveral ladies of beauty, 
and magnificently dreffed, came to welcome his return ; 
a moft elegant fupper was provided ; in fliort, I found 
the perfon, whom a little before I had fincerely pitied, 
to be in reality a moft refined epicure ; one who courted 
contempt abroad, in order to feel with keener guft the 
pleafure of pre-eminence at home. Adieu. 
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LETTER LIII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



H 



OW often have we admired the eloquence of Eu- 
rope ! that ftrength of thinking, that delicacy of ima- 
gination, even beyond the efforts of the Chinefe them- 
felves. How were we enraptured with thofe bold fi- 
gures which fent every fentiment with force to the heart I 
how have we fpent whole days together in learning 
thofe arts by which European writers got within the 
paffions, and led the reader as if by enchantment I 

But though we have learned moft of the rhetorical 
figures of the laft age, yet there feems to be one or two 
of great ufe here, which have not yet travelled to Chi- 
na. The figures I mean are called Bawdy and Pert- 
nefs: none are more faihionable, none fo fure of ad- 
mirers ; they are of fuch a nature, that the mereft Mock- 
liead, by a proper ufe of them, fliall have the reputation 
of a wit ; they lie level to the meaneft capacities, and 
addrefs thofe paffions which all have, or would be 
.afhamed to difown. 

It has been obferved, and I believe with fome truth » 
that it is very difficult for a dunce to obtain the repu- 
tation of a wit; yet, by the afliftance of the figure 
Bawdy, this may be eafily affe&ed, and a bawdy block- 
head often pafTes for a fellow of fmart parts and pre- 
tenfions. Every objeft in nature helps the jokes for- 
ward, without fcarce any effort of the imagination. If 
a lady ftands, fomething very good may be faid upon 
that ; if fhe happens to fall, with the help of a little 
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lalhioaable pruriency, there are forty fly things ready 
on the occafion. But a prurient jeft has always been 
found to give mod pleafure to a few very old gentle- 
men, who being in fome meafure dead to other fenfa- 
tions, feel the force of the allufion with double violence 

on the organs of rifibility. 

» 

An author who writes in this manner is generally fure 
therefore, of having the very old and very impotent 
among his admirers ; for thefe he may properly be faid 
to write, and from thefe he ought to expeft his reward, 
his works being often a very proper Juccedaneum to 
cantharides, or an afafoedita pill. His pen fhould be 
confidered in the fame light as the fquirt of an apothe- 
cary, both being direfted to the fame generous end. 

But though this manner of writing be perfectly adapted 
to the tafte of gentlemen and ladies of fafhion here, yet it 
Hill deferves greater praife, in being equally fuited to the 
moll vulgar apprehenfions. The very ladies and gentle- 
men of Benin, or Cafraria, are in this refpeft tolerably 
polite, and might relifli a prurient joke of this kind with 
critical propriety; probably, too, with higher guft, as 
they wear neither breeches nor petticoats to intercept 
the application. 

It is certain, I never could have expected the ladies 
here, biafled as they are by education, capable at once 
of bravely throwing off their prejudices, and not only 
applauding books, in which this figure makes the only 
merit, but even adopting it in their own converfation. 
Yet fo it is, the pretty innocents now carry thofe books 
openly in their hands, which formerly were hid under 
the cufliion ; they now lifp their double-meaning with 
[o much grace, and talk over the raptures they beftow 
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with fuch little referve, that I am fometimes reminded 
of a cuftom among the entertainers in China, who think 
it a piece of neceflary breeding to whet the appetites 
of their guefts, by letting them fmell dinner in the kit- 
chen before it is ferved up to table. 

The veneration we have for many things entirely 
proceeds from their being carefully concealed. Were 
the idolatrous Tartar permitted to lift the veil which 
keeps his idol from view, it might be a certain method 
to cure his future fuperftition ; with what a noble fpirit 
of freedom, therefore, muft that writer be po fie fled, 
who bravely paints things as they are, who lifts the veil 
of modefty, who difplays the moil hidden recefies of 
the temple, and (hews the erring people, that the objeft 
of their views is either, perhaps, a moufe or a mon- 
key. 

However, though this figure be at prefent fo much in 
fafhion ; though the profefTors of it are fo much careffed 
by the great, thofe perfeft judges of literary excellence ;. 
yet it is confefTed to be only a revival of what was 
once fafliionable here before. There was a time when 
by this very manner of writing , the gentle Tom Dur- 
fey, as I read in Englifli authors, acquired his great re- 
putation, and became the favourite of a king. 

The works of this original genius, though they never 
travelled abroad to China, and fcarce had reached pof- 
terity at home, were once found upon every fafliionable 
toilet, and made the fubjeft of polite, I mean very 
polite converfation. " Has your Grace feen Mr. Dur- 
fey's laft new thing, the Oylet Hole ? A molt facetious 
piece. Sure, my lord, all the world muft have feen 
it ; Durfey is certainly the molt comical creature alive. 
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It is impoffible to read his things and live. Was there 
ever any thing fo natural and pretty, as when the Tquire 
and Bridget meet in the cellar : and then the difficulties 
they both find in broaching the beer barrel are fo arch 
and fo ingenious ! We have certainly nothing of this 
kind in the language." In this manner they fpoke 
then, and in this manner they fpeak now ; for though 
the fucceflbr of fiurfey does not excel him in wit, the 
world mull confefs he out does him in obfcenity. 

There are feveral very dull fellows, who, by a few 
mechanical helps, fometimes learn to become extremely 
brilliant and pleafing; with a little dexterity in the 
management of the eye-brows, fingers, and nofe. By 
imitating a cat, a fow, and a pig ; by a loud laugh and a 
flap on the moulder, the moft ignorant are furnifhed out 
for converfation. But the writer finds it impoffible to 
throw his wink&, his Ihrugs, or his attitudes upon paper ; 
he may borrow fome affiftance, indeed, by printing his 
face at the title page ; but without wit, to pafs for a man 
of ingenuity, no other mechanical help but downright 
obfcenity will fuffice. By fpeaking to fome peculiar 
fenfations, we are always Aire of exciting laughter for 
the jeft does not lie in the writer, but in the fubjefi. 

But Bawdy is often helped on by another figure called 
Pertnefs ; and few indeed are found to excel in one that 
are not poffeffed of the other. 

As in common converfation, the beft way to make the 
audience laugh, is by firft laughing yourfelf; fo in 
writing, the propereft manner is to Ihew an attempt at 
humour, which will pafs upon moft for humour in reality. 
To effeft this, readers mud be treated with the moft 
perfect familiarity : in one page the author is to make 
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them a low bow, and in the next to pull them by thtf 
nofe : he mull talk in riddles, and then fend them to 
bed in order to dream for the folution. He mull fpeak 
of himfelf and his chapters, and his manner, and what 
he would be at, and his own importance, and his 
mother's importance, with the moll unpitying prolixity: 
now and then teftifying his contempt for all but himfelf; 
fmiling without a jeft, and without wit poflefling vivacity. 
Adieu. 



LETTER LIV. 

FROM THE SAME. 

X HOUGH naturally penfive, yet I am fond of gay 
company, and take every opportunity of thus difmi fling 
•the mind from duty. From this motive I am often 
found in the centre of a crowd : and wherever pleafure 
is to be fold, am always a purchafer. In thofe places, 
without being remarked by any, I join in whatever goes 
forward, work my paflion into a fimilitude of frivolous 
earneflnefs, fliout as they fhout, and condemn as they 
happen to difapprove. A mind thus funk for a while 
below its natural flandard, is qualified for ftronger 
flights, as thofe firft retire who would fpring forward 
with greater vigor. 

Attra&ed by the ferenity of the evening, my friend 
and I lately went to gaze upon the company in one of 
the public walks near the city. Here we fauntered 
together for fome time, either praifing the beauty o* 
fuch as were handfome, or the drefles of fuch as had 
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nothing elfe to recommend them. We had gone thus 
deliberately forward for fome time, when Hoping on a 
fudden, my friend caught me by the elbow, and led 
me out of the public walk : I could perceive by the 
quicknefs of his pace, and by his frequently looking 
behind, that he was attempting to avoid fomebody who 
followed; we now turned to the right, then to the left ; 
as we went forward, he ftill went fatter, but in vain ; 
the perfon whom he attempted to efcape, hunted 
us through every doubling, and gained upon us each 
moment; fo that at laft we fairly flood ftill, refolving to 
face what we could not avoid. 

Our purfuer foon came up, and joined us with all the 
familiarity of an old acquaintance. " My dear Drybone, 
(cries he, making my friend's hand), where have you 
been hiding this half a century? Pofitively I had fancied 
you were gone down to cultivate matrimony and your 
eftate in the country." During the reply, I had an op- 
portunity of furveying the appearance of our new com- 
panion ; his hat was pinched up with peculiar fmartnefs; 
his looks were pale, thin, and (harp; round his neck 
he wore a broad black ribbon, and in his bofom a buckle 
ftudded with glafs ; his coat was trimmed with tarnifhed 
twift ; he wore by his fide a fword 4 with a black hilt ; 
and his ftockings of (ilk, though newly warned, were 
grown yellow by long fervice. I was fo much engaged 
with the peculiarity of his drefs, that I attended only to 
the latter part of my friend's reply, in which he com- 
plimented Mr. Tibbs on the tafte of his clothes, and the 
bloom in his countenance. "Pfha! Will, (cried the 
figure,) no more of that if you love me ; you know 
I hate flattery, on my foul I do ; and yet to be fure, an 

Q 
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intimacy with the great will improve one's appearance, 
and a courfe of venifon will fatten ; and yet, faith, I 
defpife the great as much as you do ; but there are a great 

many d d honeft fellows among them ; and we 

mull not quarrel with one half, becaufe the other wants 
weeding. If they were all fuch as my Lord Mudler, 
one of the moft good-natured creatures that ever fqueezed 
a lemon, I fhould myfelf be among the number of their 
admirers. I was yefterday to dine at the duchefs of 
Piccadilly's; my lord was there. Ned, fays he to me, 
Ned, fays he, I will hold gold to filver I can tell where 
you were poaching laft night. Poaching, my lord, {ays 
I; faith you have miffed already; for I ftaid at home, 
and let the girls poach for me. That's my way ; I take 
a fine woman as fome animals do their prey ; (land {till, 
fwoop, and they fall into my mouth." 

Ah ! Tibbs, thou art an happy fellow, cried my com- 
panion, with looks of infinite pity ; I hope your fortune 
is as much improved as your underftanding in fuch com- 
pany? " Improved, (replied the other), you fliall 
know, — but let it go no farther, — a great fecrct ,— five 

hundred a-year to begin with.- My lord's word of 

honour for it — his lordfliip took me down in his own 
chariot yefterday, and we had a tete-a-tete dinner in the 
country, where we talked of nothing elfe." — "I fancy, 
you forgot Sir, (cried I), you told us but this moment of 
your dining yefterday in town." — " Did I fay fo, 
(replied he, coolly), to be fure, if I faid fo, it was fo. 
—Dined in town ! egad now I do remember I did dine 
in town ; but I dined in the country too ; for you mud 
know, my boys, I eat two dinners. By the bye I am 
grown as nice as the devil in my eating. I will tell you 



\ 
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a pleafant affair about that ; we were a feleft party of. us 
to dine at lady Grogram's, an affeSed piece ; but let it 
go no farther; a fecret: well, there happened to be no 
aflafoetida in the fauce to a turkey ; upon which fays I, 
I will hold a thoufand guineas, and fay done firft, that 
— But, dear Drybone, you are an honeft creature, 
lend me half a crown for a minute or two, or fo, juft till 
— But, harkee alk me for it the next time we meet, or 
may be twenty to one but I forget to pay you." 

When he left us, our converfation naturally turned 
upon fo extraordinary a charafter. His very drefs, 
cries my friend, is not lefs extraordinary than his con- 
duct. If you meet him this day, you find him in rags, 
if the next, in embroidery. With thofe perfons of 
diftinftion of whom he talks fo familiarly, he has fcarce 
a coffee-houfe acquaintance. However, both for in- 
terefts of fociety, and perhaps for his own, heaven has 
made him poor, and while the world perceive his wants, 
he fancies them concealed from every eye. An agreeable 
companion, becaufe he underftands flattery; and all 
muft be pleafed with the firft part of his converfation, 
though all are fure of its ending with a demand on their 
purfe. While his youth countenances the levity of his 
conduft, he may thus earn a precarious fubfiftence, but> 
when age comes on, the gravity of which is incompatible 
with buffoonery, then he will find himfelf forfaken by all. 
Condemned, in all the decline of life to hang upon fome 
rich family whom he once defpifed, there to undergo 
all the ingenuity of ftudied contempt, to be employed 
only as a fpy upoipthe fervants, or a bug bear to fright 
the children into obedience. Adieu. 



328 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 



LETTER LV. 



TO THE SAME. 



I 



AM apt to fancy I have contrc&ed a new acquain- 
tance, whom it will be no eafy matter to (hake off. My 
little beau yefterday overtook me again in one of the 
public walks, and flapping me on the (boulder, faluted 
me with an air of the molt perfeft familiarity. His drefs 
was the fame as ufual, except that he had more powder 
in his hair, wore a dirtier fhirt, a pair of temple fpec- 
tacles, and his hat under his arm. 

As I knew him to be a harmlefs, amufing little thing, 
I could not return his fmiles with any degree of feverity; 
fo we walked forward on terms of the utmoft intimacy, 
and in a few minutes difcufled all the ufual topics preli- 
minary to particular converfation. 

The oddities that marked his charaSer, however, foon 
began to appear ; hejbowed to feveral well dreffed perfons, 
who, by their manner of returning the compliment, ap- 
peared to be ftrangers. At intervals he drew out a pock- 
et-book, feeming to take memorandums, before all the 
company, with much importance and afliduity. In this 
manner»he led me through the length of the whole walk, 
fretting at his abfurdities, and fancying myfelf laughed at 
not lefs than him by every fpeftator. 

When we were got to the end of our proceflion, " Blaft 
me, cries he, £ with an air of vivacity), I never faw the 
park fo thin in my life before : there's no company at 
all to day. Not a Angle face to be Teen." No company, 
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(interrupted I peeviflily,) no company where there is fuch 
a crowd ! Why man, there's too much. What are the 
thoufands that have been laughing at us, but company! 
" Lord, my dear, (returned he, with the utmoft good 
humour,) you feem immenfely chagrined ; but, blaft me, 
when the world laughs at me, I laugh at the world, and 
fo we are even. My Lord Trip, Bill Squafli, the Creo- 
lian, and I, fometimes make a party at being ridiculous: 
and fo we fay and do a thoufand things for the joke-fake. 
But I fee you are grave, and if you are for a fine, grave, 
fentimental companion, you lhall dine with me and my 
wife to day, I mult infift on it ; I will introduce you to 
Mrs. Tibbs, a lady of elegant qualifications as any in na- 
ture; (he was bred, but that's between ourfelves, under 
the infpe&ion of the Countefs of All-night. A charm- 
ing body of voice ; but no more of that, (he (hall give us a 
fong. You (hall fee my little girl, too, Carolina Wil- 
helmina Amelia Tibbs, a fweet pretty creature ; I defign 
her for my Lord Drum (lick's eldeft fon ; but that's in 
friendfliip, let it go no farther; (he's but fix years old $ 
and yet (he walks a minuet, and plays on the guittar im- 
menfely already. I intend (he (hall be as perfeft as pofli- 
ble in every accomplifliment. In the firft place, I will 
make her a fcholar ; I will teach her Greek myfelf, and 
learn that language purpofely to indraft her; but let that 
be afecret." 

Thus faying, without waiting for a reply, he took me 
by the arm, and hauled me along. We pafled through 
many dark alleys and winding ways ; for, from fome mo- 
tives to me unknown, he feemed to have a particular 
averfion to every frequented ftreet; at laft, however, we 
got to the door of a difmal looking houfe, ia the outlets 

Qa 
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of the town, where he informed me, he chofe to refide 
for the benefit of the air. 

We entered the lower door, which ever feemed to lie 
moft hoftpitably open ; and I began to afcend an old and 
creaking flair- cafe, when as he mounted to (hew me the 
way, he demanded whether I delighted in profpefts? to 
which anfwering in the affirmative, " Then, (fays he), I 
fhall (hew you one of the moft charming in the world, 
out of my windows ; we (hall fee the (hips failing, and 
the whole country, for twenty miles round, tip top, quite 
high. My Lord Swamp would give ten thoufand gui- 
neas for fuchaone; but, as I foihetimes pleafantly tell 
him, I always love to keep my profpe&s at home, that 
my friends may fee me the oftner." 

By this time we were arrived as high as the flairs 
would permit us to afcend, till we came to what he was 
facetioufly pleafed to call the firft floor down the chim- * 
ney ; and knocking at the door, a voice from within de- 
manded, Who's there ? My conductor anfwered, that it 
was him . But this not fatisfy ing the querift, the voice 
again repeated the demand : to which he anfwered louder 
than before; and now the door was opened by an old 
woman with cautious reluctance. 

When we were got in, he welcomed me to his houfe 
with great ceremony; and, turning to the old woman, 
afked where washer lady? " Good troth, replied (he, in 
a peculiar dialeft, (he's wafliing your twa fliirts, at the 
next door, becaufe they have taken an oath againft lend- 
ing the tub any longer." — " My two (hirts, (cries he 
in a tone that faultered with confufion), what does the 
ideot mean?"—" I ken what I mean well enough, re- 
plied the other, (he's wa£hing your twa (hirts at the next 
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door, becaufe "— " Fire and fury, no more of thy 

ftupid explanations! (cried he) go and inform her we 
have got company. Were that Scotch hag to be for 
ever in my family, fhe would never learn politenefs, nor 
forget that abfurd poifonous accent of her's, or teftify 
the fmaHeft fpecimen of breeding or high life ; and yet 
it is very furprifing too, as I had her from a parliament 
man, a friend of mine, from the Highlands, one of the 
politeft men in the world; but that's a fecret." 

We waited fome time for Mrs. Tibbs's arrival, during 
which interval, I had a full opportunity of Surveying the 
chamber and all its furniture; which confifted of four 
chairs with old wrought bottoms, that he afTured me 
were his wife's embroidery : a fquare table that had been 
once japanned, a cradle in one corner, a lumbering cabi- 
binet in the other; a broken fhepherdefs, and a manda- 
rine without ahead, were ftuck over the chimney; and 
round the walls feveral paltry unframed piftures, which, 
he obferved, were all his own drawing. " What do 
you think, Sir, of that head in the corner, done in the 
manner of Grifoni? There's the true keeping in it; it is 
my own face, and though there happens to be no likenefs, 
a countefs offered me a hundred for its fellow ; I refufed 
her; for, hang it, that would be mechanical, you know." 
"The wife at laft made her appearance, at once a flat- 
tern and coquet, much emaciated, but fiill carrying the 
remains of beauty. She made twenty apologies for be- 
ing feen in fuch an odious delhabille ; but hoped to be 
excufed, as (he had ftaid out all night, at the gardens with 
the countefs, who was exceflively fond of the horns. — 
"And indeed my dear, added fhe, turning to her hufband, 
his Lordfhip drank your health in a bumper." — " Poor 

Q4 
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Jack, ( cries he), a dear good-natured creature, I know he 
loves me ; but I hope, my dear, you have given orders 
for dinner ; you need make no great preparations neither ; 
there are but three of us, fomething elegant and little 

will do; a turbot, an ortolan, or a " — " Or what do 

you think, my dear, (interrupts the wife,) of a nice pretty 
bit of ox-cheek, piping hot, and drafted with a little of 
my own fauce." — " The very thing, ( replies he,) it will 
eat beft with fome fmart bottled beer; but be fure to let's 
have the fauce his Grace was fo fond of. I hate your 
immenfe loads of meat; that is country all over; ex- 
treme difgufting to thofe who are in the leaft degree 
acquainted with high life." 

By this time my curiofity began to abate, and my ap- 
petite to increafe. The company of fools may at firft 
make us fmile, but at laft never fails of rendering us me- 
lancholy : I therefore pretended to recolleft a prior en- 
gagement, and after having (hewn my refpeft to the 
houfe, according to the fafliion of the Englilh, by giving 
the old fervant a piece of money at the door, I took my 
leave ; Mr. Tibbs affuring me, that dinner, if I ftaid, 
would be ready, at leaft, in lefs than two hours. 



LETTER LVI. 

FROM FUM HOAM, TO ALTANGI, THE DISCON- 
TENTED WANDERER. 



T, 



HE diftant founds of mufic, that catch new fweetnefs 
as they vibrate through the long drawn valley, are not 
more pleafing to the ear than the tidings of a far diftant 
r iend. 
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I have juft received two hundred of thy letters by the 
Ruffian caravan, defcriptive of the manners of Europe. 
You have left it to geographers to determine the fite of 
their mountains, and extent of their lakes, feeming only 
employed in difcovering the genius, the government, 
and difpofition of the people. 

In thofe letters, I perceive a journal of the operations 
of your mind upon whatever occurs, rather than a detail 
of your travels from one building to another ; your taking 
a draught of this ruin, or that obelifk ; of paying fo 
many tomans of this commodity, or laying up a proper 
ftore for the paffage of fome new wildernefs. 

From your accounts of Ruffia I learn, that this nation 
is again relaxing into priftine barbarity; that its great 
Emperor wanted a life of an hundred years more to 
bring about his vaft defign. A favage people may be 
refembled to their own forefts ; a few years are fufficient 
to clear away the obftruftions to agriculture; but it re- 
quires many ere the ground acquires a proper degree of 
fertility ; the Ruffians, attached to their ancient preju- 
dices, again renew their hatred to Grangers, and indulge 
every former brutal excefs. So true it is, that the revo- 
lutions of wifdom are flow and difficult ; the revolutions 
of folly or ambition precipitate and eafy. " We are 
not to be afioniflied, (fays Confufcius, # ) that the wife 
walk more flowly in their road to virtue, than fools in 
>their pafTage to vice ; fince paffion drags us along, while 
wifdom only points out the way/' 

* Though this fine maxim be not found in the Latin edition of the moral 
qf Confufciui, yet we find it afcribed to him by Le Comte. Etat 

AftlfllMT DZ LA CHINS. Vol. I. p. 384. 
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The German empire, that remnant of the majefly of 
ancient Rome, appears, from your accounts, on the eve 
of di Ablation. The members of its vaft body want 
every tie of government to unite them, and feem feebly 
held together only by their refpeft for an ancient infti- 
tution. The very name of country and countrymen, 
which in other nations makes one of the ftrongeft bonds 
*>f government, has been here for fome time laid afide, 
"each of its inhabitants feeming more proud of being 
called from the petty ftate which gives them birth, than 
by the more well-known title of German. 

This government may be regarded in the light of a 
fevere mafter, and a feeble opponent. The ftates, which 
are now fubje& to the laws of the empire, are only 
watching a proper occafion to fling off the yoke ; and 
thofe which are become too powerful to be compelled 
to obedience, now begin to think of diftating in their 
turn. The ftruggles in this ftate are therefore not in 
order to preferve, but to deftroy, the ancient conftitu- 
tion ; if one fide fucceeds, the government muft become 
dcfpotic ; if the other, feveral ftates will fubfift without 
even nominal fubordination ; but in either cafe, the Ger- 
manic conftitution will be no more. 

Sweeden, on the contrary, though now feemingly a 
ftrenuous affertor of its liberties, is, probably, only 
hailing on to defpotifm. Their Senators, while they 
pretend to vindicate the freedom of the people, are only 
eftablifhing their own independence. The deluded peo- 
ple will, however, at laft perceive the miferies of an arif- 
tocratical government; they will perceive that the admi- 
niftration of a fociety of men is ever more painful than 
that of one only. They will fly from this moft oppref- 
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five of all forms, where one (ingle member is capable of 
controlling the whole, to take refuge under the throne, 
which will be ever attentive to their complaints. No 
people long endure an ariftocratical government, when 
they could apply el fe where for redrefs. The lower or- 
ders of people may be enflaved for a time by a number of 
tyrants, but upon the firft opportunity, they will take a 
refuge in defpotifm, or democracy. 

As the Swedes are making concealed approaches to 
defpotifm, the French, on the other hand, are impercep- 
tibly vindicating themfelves into freedom. When I 
confider that thofe parliaments, (the members of which 
are all created by the court, the prefidents of which can 
aft only by immediate direftion,) prefume even to men- 
tion privileges and freedom, who, till of late, received 
direftions from the throne, with implicit humility ; when 
this is confidered, I cannot help fancying, that the ge- 
nius of freedom has entered that kingdom in difguife. 
If they have but three weak monarchs more fucceffively 
on the throne, the mafk will be laid afide, and the coun- 
try will certainly once more be free. 

When I compare the figure which the Dutch make 
in Europe, with that they affume in Afia, I am ftruck 
with furprife. In Afia, I find them the great Lords of 
all the Indian feas; in Europe, the timid inhabitants of a 
paltry ftate; No longer the fons of freedom, but of ava- 
rice; no longer affertors of their rights by courage, but 
by negociations ; fawning on thofe who infultthem, and 
crouching under the rod of every neighbouring power; 
without a friend to ferve them in diftrefs, and without 
virtue to fave themfelves; their government is poor, and 
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their private wealth will ferve but to invite lome neigh- 
bouring invader. 

I long with impatience for your letters from England, 
Denmark, Holland, and Italy; yet, why wifli for re- 
lations which only defcribe new calamities, which fliew, 
that ambition and avarice are equally terrible in every 
region. Adieu. 



LETTER LVIL 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI TO FUM HOAM, FIRST 
PRESIDENT OF THE CEREMONIAL ACADEMY 
AT PEKIN, IN CHINA. 



I 



HAVE frequently admired the manner of criticifing in 
China, where the learned are aflembled in a body to 
judge of every new publication, to examine the merits 
of the work, without knowing the circumftances of the 
author, and then to uflier it into the world with the proper 
marks of refpeft or reprobation. 

In England there are no fuch tribunals ere&ed ; but if 
a man thinks proper to be a judge of genius, few will be 
at the pains to contradict his pretenfions. If any chufe 
to be critics, it is but faying they are critics; and, from 
that time forward they become invefted with full power 
and authority over every caitiff who aims at their in- 
ftruftion or entertainment. 

As almoft every member of fociety has, by this means, 
a vote in literary tranfaftions, it is no way furprifing to 
find the rich leading the way here as in other common 
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concerns in life, to fee them either bribing the numerous 
herd of voters by their intereft, or brow-beating them by 
their authority. 

A great man fays at his table, that fuch a book is no 
bad thing. Immediately the praife is carried off by five 
flatterers, to be difperfed at twelve different coffee-houfes, 
from whence it circulates, (till improving as it proceeds, 
through forty-five houfes, where cheaper liquors are fold ; 
from thence it is carried away by the honeft tradefman to 
his own fire-fide, where the applaufe is eagerly caught up 
by his wife and children, who have long been taught to 
regard his judgment as the ftandard of perfeftion. Thus, 
when we have traced a wide extended literary repu- 
tation up to its original fource, we lhall find it derived 
from fome great man, who has, perhaps, received all his 
education and Englifh from a tutor at Berne, or a danc- 
ing mafter at Picardie. 

The Englifli are a people of good fenfe ; and I am more 
furprifed to find them fwayed in their opinions, by men 
who, often by their very education, are incompetent 
judges. Men, who, being only bred in affluence, fee the 
world only one fide, are furely improper judges of human 
nature; they may, indeed, defcribe a ceremony, a pa- 
geant, or a ball : but h6w can they pretend to dive into 
the fecrets of the human heart, who have been nurfed up 
only informs, and daily behold nothing but the fame in- 
fipid adulation fmiling upon every face? Few of them 
have been bred in the beft of fchools, the fchool of ad- 
verfity; and, by what I can learn, fewer ftill have been 
bred in any fchool at all. 

From fuch a defcription, one would think that a dron- 
ing Duke, or a Dowager Duchefs, was not poflefled of 



2 8 8 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

more juft pretenfions to tafie, than perfons of lefs quality ; 
and yet, whatever the one or the other may write or praife, 
(hall pafs for perfe&ion, without further examination. 
A nobleman has but to take pen, ink, and paper, and 
write away through three large volumes, and then fign his 
name to the title-page; though the whole might have 
been before more difgufting than his own rent-roll, yet 
figning his name and title gives value to the deed, title 
being alone equivalent to tafte, imagination, and genius . 
As foon, therefere, as a piece is publifhed, the firffi 
que ft ions are, Who is the author ? Does he keep a coach? 
Where lies his eftate ? What fort of a table does he keep ? 
If he happens to be poor, and unqualified for fuch a fcru- 
tiny, he and his works fink into irremediable obfcurity ; 
and too late he finds, that having fed upon Turtle is a 
more ready way to fame, than having digefted Tully. 

The poor devil, againft whom fafhion has fet its face, 
vainly alledges that he has been bred in every part of Eu- 
rope where knowledge was to be fold ; that he has grown 
pale in the ftudy of nature and himfelf : his works may 
pleafe on the perufal, but his pretenfions to fame are en* 
tirely disregarded; he is treated like a fiddler, whofe mu- 
fic, though liked, is not much praifed, becaufe he lives 
by it; while a gentleman performer, though the rnoft. 
wretched fcraper alive, throws the audience into raptures. 
The fiddler may indeed, in fuch a cafe, confole himfelf 
by thinking, that while the other goes off with all the 
praife, he runs away with all the money: but here the 
parallel drojfcs ; for, while the nobleman triumphs in un- 
merited applaufe, the author by profeflion fteals off with 
— nothing. 
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Tlie poor, therefore, here, who draw their pens auxi- 
liary to ,the laws of their country, muft think themfelves 
very happy, if they find, not fame, but forgivenefs; and 
yet they are hardly treated ; for as every country grows 
more polite, the prefs becomes more ufefui, and writers 
become more neceffary, as readers are fuppofed to in- 
creafe. In a poliflied fociety that man, though in rags, 
who has the power of enforcing virtue from the prefs, is 
of more real ufe, than forty ilupid brachmans, or bronzes, 
or guebres, though they preached never fo often, never fo 
loud, or never fo long. That man, though in rags, who 
is capable of deceiving even indolence into wifdom, 
and who profefTes amufement, while he aims at reforma- 
tion is more ufefui in refined fociety, than twenty cardi- 
nals with all their fcarlet, and tricked out in all the fop- 
peries of fcholaftic finery. 



LETTER LVIIL 



TO THE SAME. 



A 



.S the man in black takes every opportunity of in- 
troducing me to fuch company as may ferve to indulge 
my fpeculative temper, or gratify my curiofity, I was, 
by his influence, lately invited to a vifitation dinner. 
To underftand this term, you muft know, that it was 
formerly the cuftom here for the principal priefts to go 
about the country once a-year, and examine on the fpot, 
whether thofe of fubordinate orders did their duty, or 
were qualified for the ta(k ; whether their temples were 
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kept in proper repair, ox the laity pleafed with their ad- 
miniftration. 

Though a vifitation of this nature was very ufeful, yet 
it was found to be extremely troublefome, and for many 
reafons utterly inconvenient ; for as the principal priefts 
were obliged to attend at court, in order to folicit pre- 
ferment, it was impoflible they could at the fame time 
attend in the country, which was quite out of the road 
to promotion : if we add to this the gout, which has 
been time immemorial a clerical diforder here, together 
with the bad wine, and ill-dreffed provifions, that mull 
infallibly be ferved up by the way, it was not ftrange 
that the cuftom has been long difcontinued. At prefent, 
therefore, every head of the church, in (lead of going 
about to vifit his priefts, is fatisfied if his priefts come 
in a body once a-year to vifit him : by this means the 
duty of half a year is difpatched in a day. When aflem- 
bled, he a(ks each in his turn, how they have behaved, 
and are liked ; upon which thofe who have neglefted 
their duty, or are difagreeable to the congregation, no 
doubt accufe themfelves, and tell him all their faults, 
for which he reprimands them molt feverely. 

The thoughts of being introduced into a company of 
philofophers and learned men (for as fuch I conceived 
them) gave me no fmall pleafure ; I expefted our en- 
tertainment would refemble thofe fentimental banquets fo 
finely defcribed by Xenophon and Plato ; I was hoping 
fome Socrates would be brought in from the door, in 
order to harrange upon divine love ; but as for eating 
and drinking, I had prepared myfelf to be difappointed 
in that particular. I was apprifed that failing and tem- 
perance were tenants ftrongly recommended to the pro- 
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fteflbrs of chriflianity ; and I had feen the frugality and 
mortification of the priefts of the Eaft ; fo that I expefted 
an entertainment where we fhould have touch reafoning 
and little meat. 

Upon being introduced, I confefs I found no great 
figns of mortification in the faces or perfons of the com- 
pany. However, I imputed their florid looks to tempe- 
rance, and their corpulency to a fedentary way of living. 
I faw feveral preparations indeed for dinner, but none for 
philofophy. The company feemed to gaze upon the ta- 
ble with filent expectation ; but this I eafily excufed. 
Men of wifdom, thought I, are ever flow of fpeech J 
they deliver nothing unadvifedly. Silence, fays Confu- 
cius, is a friend that will never betray. They are now 
probably inventing maxims, or hard fayings, for their 
mutual inftruftion, when fome one fhall think proper to 
begin. 

My curiofity was now wrought up to the higheft pitch ; 
I impatiently looked round to fee if any were going to 
interrupt the mighty paufe : when at laft one of the com- 
pany declared that there was a fow in his neighbourhood 
that farrowed fifteen pigs at a litter. This I thought a 
very prepofterous beginning; but juft as another was 
going to fecond the remark, dinner was ferved, which 
interrupted the converfation for that time. 

The appearance of dinner, which confifled of a varie- 
ty of difties, feemed to diffufe new cheerfulnefs upon 
every face ; fo that I now expefted the philosophical 
converfation to begin, as they improved in good humour. 
The principal prieft, however, opened his mouth, with 
only obferving that the venifon had not been kept enough 
though he had given ftrift orders for having it killed ten 

R 
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days before. " I fear, (continued he,) it will be found 
to wapt the true healthy flavour; you will find nothing 
of the original wildnefs in it." A pried who fat next 
him, having fmelt it, and wiped his nofe, " Ah ! my good 
lord, (cries he,) you are toomodeft, it is perfectly fine; 
every body knows, that nobody underftands keeping 
venifon with your lordfhip." — " Ay, and partridges too, 
interrupted another ; I never find them right any where 
elfe." His lordfhip was going to reply, when a third 
took off the attention of the company, by recommending 
the pig as inimitable. " I fancy, my lord, (continues 
he,) it has been fmothered in its own blood." — " If it 
has been fmothered in its own blood, (cried a facetious 
member, helping himfelf,) we'll now fmother it in egg 
fauce." This poignant piece of humdur produced a 
long loud laugh, which the facetious brother obferving, 
and now that he was in luck, willing to fecond his blow, 
allured the company he would tell them a good ftory 
about that: " as good a ftory, (cries he, burfting into 
a violent fit of laughter himfelf,) as ever you heard in 
your lives. There was a farmer in my parifh, who ufed 
to fup upon wild ducks and flummery: fo this farmer 
— Doctor Marrowfat, cries his lordfhip, interrupting 
him, give me leave to drink your health — fo being 
fond of wild ducks and flummery— Doctor, adds a gen- 
tleman who fat next him, let me advife you to a wing 
of this turkey; fo this farmer being fond — Hob nob, 
Doctor, which do you chufe, white or red ? — fo being 
fond of wild ducks and flummery; — take care of your 
hand, Sir, it may dip .in the gravy." The Doctor, now 
looking round, found not a fingle eye difpofed to liften; 
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wherefore, calling for a glafs of wine, he gulped down the 
difappointment and the tale in a bumper. 

The converfation now began to be little more than a 
rhapfody of exclamations ; as each had pretty well fatis- 
fied his own appetite, he now found fufficient time to 
prefs others, " Excellent, the very thing; let me re- 
commend the pig, do but tafte the bacon; never eat a 
tetter thing in my life ! exquifite, delicious!" This edi* 
fying difcourfe continued through three courfes, which 
lafted as many hours, till every one of the company were 
unable to fwallow or utter any thing more. 

It is very natural for men who are abridged in one 
excefs, to break into fome other. The clergy here, par- 
ticularly thofe who are advanced in years, think if they 
are abftemious with regard to women and wine, they may 
indulge their other appetites without cenfure. Thus, 
fome are found to rife in the morning, only to a conful-. 
tation with their cook about dinner, and when that has 
been fwallowed, make no other ufe of their faculties, (if 
they have any) but to ruminate on the fucceeding meal. 

A debauch in wine is even more pardonable than this, 
fince one. glafs infenfibly leads on to another, and inftead 
of fetting, whets the appetite. The progreflive fteps to 

« 

it are cheerful and fedufting ; the grave are animated, 
the melancholy relieved ; and there is even claflic autho- 
rity to countenance the excefs. But in eating, after 
nature is once fatisfied, every additional morfel brings 
ftupidity and diftempers with it, and, as one of their 
own poets expreffes it, 

The foul fubfidcs, and wickedly inclines, 
v To (cem but mortal, even in found divinti. 
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Let me fuppofe, after fuch a meal as this I have been 
defcribing, while all the company are fitting in lethargic 
filence round the table, grunting under a load of foup, 
pig, pork, and bacon; let me fuppofe, I fay, fome hun- 
gry beggar, with looks of want, peeping through one of 
the windows, and thus addrefiing the aflfembly : " Pry- 
thee, pluck thofe napkins from your chins ; after nature 
is fatisfied, all that you eat extraordinary is my property, 
and I claim it as mine. It was given you in order to 
relieve me, and not to oppre k yourfelves. How can 
they comfort or inftruft others, who can fcarce feel their 
own exiftence, except from the unfavoury returns of an 
ill-digefted meal ! But though neither you, nor the cufli- 
ions you fit upon, will hear me, yet the world regards the 
exceffes of its teachers with a prying eye, and notes their 
conduct with double fe verity.' ' I know no other anfwer 
any one of the company could make to fuch an expoftula- 
tion, but this: " Friend, you talk of our lofing a cha- 
racter, and being difliked by the world ; well, and fup- 
pofmgall this to be true, what then! who cares for the 
world? We'll preach for the world, and the world (hall 
pay us for preaching, whether we like each other or not." 



LETTER LIX. 

FROM HINGPO, TO LIEN CHI ALTANGI, BY THE 

WAY OF MOSCOW. 



Y 



OU will probably be pleafed to fee my letter da- 
ted from Terki, a city which lies beyond the bounds q£ 
the Perfian empire : here, bleffed with fecurity , with all 
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that is dear, I double my raptures by communicating 
them to you ; the mind fympathizing with the freedom 
of the body, my whole foul is dilated in gratitude, love, 
and praife. 

Yet were my own happinefs all that infpired my pre- 
fent joy, my raptures might juftly merit the imputation 
of felf-intereft ; but when I think that the beautiful Zelis 
is alfo free, forgive my triumph, when I boaft of having 
refcued from captivity the molt deferving objeft upon 
earth. 

You remember the reluftance (he teftified at being 
obliged to marry the tyrant fhe hated. . Her compliance 
at laft was only feigned, in order to gain time to try fome 
future means of efcape. During the interval between 
herpromife and the intended performance of it, fhe came 
undifcovered one evening to the place where I generally 
retired after the fatigues of the day; her appearance was 
like that of an aerial genius, when it defcends to minifter 
comfort to undeferved diftrefs ; the mild luftre of her 
eye ferved to banifli my timidity; her accents were 
fweeter than the echo of fome diftant fymphony. " Un- 
happy ftranger, faid me, in the Perfian language, you 
here perceive one more wretched than thyfelf ; all this 
folemnity of preparation, this elegance of drefs, and the 
number of my attendants, ferve but to increafe my mife- 
ries ; if you have courage to refcue an unhappy woman 
from approaching ruin, and our detefted tyrant, you may 
depend upon my future gratitude. " I bowed to the 
ground, and flie left me , filled with rapture and aftonifh* 
ment. Night brought no reft, nor could the enfuing 
morning calm the anxieties of my mind. I projected a 
thoufand methods for her delivery; but each, when 

R3 
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ftriftly examined, appeared imprafticable; in this uncer- 
tainty, the evening again arrived, and I placed myfelf on 
my former ftation, in hopes of a repeated vifit. After 
fome {hort expe&ation, the bright perfeftion again ap- 
peared ; I bowed, as before, to the ground ; when raif- 
ing me up, {he obferved, that the time was not to be fpent 
in ufelefs ceremony ; (he obferved, that the day following 
was appointed for the celebration of her nuptials, and 
that fomething was to be done that very night for our 
mutual deliverance. I offered, with the utmoft humility, 
to purfue whatever fcheme (he fhould direft; upon 
which fhe propofed that inftant to fcale the garden wall, 
adding, that fhe had prevailed upon a female flave, who 
was now waiting at the appointed place, to aflift her with 
a ladder. 

Purfuant to this information, I led her trembling to the 
place appointed ; but, inftead of the flave we expe&ed to 
fee, Moftadad himfelf was there awaiting our arrival ; the 
wretch in whom we confided, it feems, had betrayed our 
defign (o her mafter, and he now faw the molt convinc- 
ing proofs of her information. He was juft going to 
draw his fabre, when a principle of avarice repreffed his 
fury, and he refolved, after a fevere chaftifement, to dif- 
pofe of me to another mafter; in the mean time, ordering 
me to be confined in the ftrifteft manner, and next day 
to receive an hundred blows on the foles of my feet. 

When the morning came, I was led out in order to 
receive the punifhment, which, from the feverity with 
which it is generally inflifted upon flaves, is worfe even 
than death, 

A trumpet was to be the fignal for the folemnization of 
the nuptials of Zelis, and fpr the infliftion of my punifh- 
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ment. Each ceremony to me equally dreadful, was juft 
going to begin, when we were informed that a large party 
of Circaffian Tartars had invaded the town, and were 
laying all in ruin. Every perfon now thought of faving 
himfelf ; I inftantly unloofed the cords with which I was- 
bound, and feizing a fcymetar from one of the (laves who 
had not courage to refill me, few to the woman's apart- 
ment where Zelis was confined, dreffed out for the inten- 
ded nuptials. I bade her follow me without delay ; and 
going forward, cut my way through eunuchs, who made 
but a faint refiftance.- The whole city was now a fcene 
of conflagration and terror; every perfon was willing to 
fave himfelf, unmindful of others. In this confufion, 
feizing upon two of the fleeteft courfers in the ftables of 
Moftadad, we fled northward towards the kingdom of 
Circaflia. As there were feveral others flying in the fame 
manner, we pafled without notice, and in three days 
arrived at Terki, a city that lies in a valley within the 
bofom of the frowning mountains of Caucafus. 

Here, free from every apprehenfion of danger, we 
enjoy all thofe fatisfaftions which are confiftent with 
virtue : though I find my heart, at intervals, give way to 
unufual paflions, yet fuch is my admiration for my fair 
companion, that I lofe even tendernefs in diftant refpeft. 

Though her perfon demands particular regard, even 
among the beauties of Circaflia, yet is her mind far more 
lovely. How very different is a woman, who thus has 
cultivated her underftanding, and been refined into deli- 
cacy of fentiment, from the daughters of the Eaft, whofe 
education is only formed to improve the perfon, and 
make them more tempting objects of proftitutionl 
Adieu. 
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LETTER LX. 

FROM HINGPO TO. LIEN CHI ALTANGI, BY THE 

WAY OF MOSCOW. 
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HEN fufficiently refrefhed after the fatigues of 
Our precipitate flight, my curiofity, which had been re- 
strained by the appearance of immediate danger, now 
began to revive ; I longed to know, by what diftrefsful 
accidents my fair fugitive became a captive, and could 
not avoid teftifying a furprife, how fo much beauty 
could be involved in the calamities from whence (he 
had been to lately refcued. 

Talk not of perfonal charms, cried flie, with emotion, 
fince to them I owe everv misfortune : look round on 
the numberlefs beauties of the country where we are, and 
fee how nature has poured its charms upon every face, 
and yet by this profufion heaven would feem to fhew 
how little it regards fuch a blefling, fince the gift is la- 
viflied upon a nation of proftitutes. 

I perceive you defire to know my flory, and your cu- 
riofity is not fo great as my impatience to gratify it : I find 
a pleafure in telling paft misfortunes to any; but when 
my deliverer is pleafed with the relation, my pleafure is 
prompted by duty. 

" *' I was born in a country far to the w^ft, where the 
men are" braver, and the women more fair, than thofe of 
Circaflia; where the valour of the hero is guided by wif- 

* This Story bears a ftriking fimilitude to the real hiftory of Mifs S d, 

■who accompanied Lady W e in her retreat near Florence, and 

which the editor had from her own mouth. 
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dom, and where delicacy of fentiment points the {hafts of 
female beauty. I was the only daughter of an officer in 
the army, the child of his age, and as he ufed fondly to 
exprefs it, the only chain that bound him to the world, or 
made his life pleafing. His ftation procured him an ac- 
quaintance with men of greater rank and fortune than 
himfelf ; and his regard for me induced him to bring rae 
into every family where he was acquainted : thus I wai 
early taught all the elegancies and fafhionable foibles of 
fuch as the world calls polite, and though without fortune 
myfelf, was taught to defpife thofe who lived as if they 
were poor. 

" My intercourfe with the great, and my affe&ation of 
grandeur procured me many lovers : but want of fortune 
deterred them all from any other views than thofe of paf- 
fjng the prefent moment agreeably, or of meditating my 
future ruin. In every company I found myfelf addrefled 
in a warmer drain of paffion, than other ladies who were 
fuperior in point of rank and beauty ; and this I imputed 
to an excefs of refpeft, which in reality proceeded from 
very different motives. 

'* Among the number of fuch as paid me their addref- 
fes, was a gentleman, a friend of my father, rather in the 
decline of life, with nothing remarkable either in his per^ 
fori, or addrefs to recommend him. His age, which was 
about forty, his fortune which was moderate, and barely 
fufficient to fupport him, ferved to throw me off my 
guard ; fo that I confidered him as the only fincere admu 
rer I had.. 

" Defigning lovers in the decline of life are ever moil 
dangerous. Skilled in all the weakneffes of the fex, 
tljey feize each favourable opportunity^ and by having 
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Jefs paflion than youthful admirers, have lefs real refpeft, 
and therefore lefs timidity. This infidious wretch ufed 
a thoafand arts to fucceed in his bafe defigns ; all which 
I few, but imputed it to different views, becaufe I thought 
it abfurd to believe the real motives. 

'• As he continued to frequent my father's, the friend- 
fliip between them became every day greater; and at laft, 
from the intimacy with which he was received, I was 
taught to look upon him as a guardian and a friend. 
Though I never loved, yet I efteemed him ; and this was 
enough to make me wifli for a union, for which he feemed 
defirous, but to which he feigned feveral delays ; while 
in the mean time, from a falfe report of our being mar- 
ried, every other admirer forfook me. 

I was at laft, however, awakened from the delufion, 
by an account of his being juft married to another young 
lady with a confiderable fortune. This wis no great 
mortification to me, as I had always regarded him merely 
from prudential motives ; but it had a very different ef- 
fect on my father, who, rafh and paflionate by nature, 
and, befides, Simulated by a miftaken notion of military 
honour, upbraided his friend in fuch terms, that a chal. 
lenge was foon given and accepted. 

" It was about midnight, when I was awakened by a 
meffage from my father, who defired to fee me that mo- 
ment. I rofe with fome furprife, and following the 
meffenger, attended only by another fervant, came to a 
field, not far from the houfe, where I found him, the 
aflertor of my honour, my only friend and fupporter, 
the tutor and companion of my youth, lying on one fide 
covered over with blood, and juft expiring. No tears 
ftreamed down my cheeks, nor figh efcaped from my 
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breaft, at an objeft of fuch terror. I fat down, and, 
fupporting his aged head in my lap, gazed upon the 
ghaftly vifage with an agony more poignant even than 
defpairing madnefs. The fervants were gone for more 
afliftance. In this gloomy ftillnefs of the night, no 
founds were heard but his agonizing refpirations ; no 
objeft was prefented but his wounds, which ftill conti- 
nued to ft ream. With filent anguifh I hung over his 
dear face, and with my hands {trove to flop the blood as 
it flowed from his wounds. He feemed at firft infenfible, 
but at laft, turning his dying eyes upon me, " My deai\ 
dear child, (cried he,) dear, though you have forgotten 
your own honour, and ftained mine, I will yet forgive 
you ; by abandoning virtue you have undone me and 
yourfelf; yet take my forgivenefs with the fame com- 
panion I wilh Heaven may pity me." He expired. All 
piy fucceeding happinefs fled with him. Reflecting that 
I was the caufe of his death whom only I loved upon 
earth; accufed of betraying the honour of his family 
with his lateft breath ; confcious of my own innocence, 
yet without even.a poflibility of vindicating it; without 
fortune or friends to relieve or pity me, abandoned to 
infamy and a wide cenfuring world, I called out upon 
the dead body that lay ftretched before me ; and, in the 
agony of my heart, afked why he could have left me 
thus : why, my dear, my only papa, why could you ruin 
me thus and yourfelf for ever ? Oh ! pity, and return, 
fince there is none but you to comfort me ! 

" I foon found that I had real caufe for forrow ; that 
I was to expeft no compaffion from my own fex, npr 
afliftance from the other ; and that reputation was much, 
more ufeful in our commerce with mankind, than reallv 
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to deferve it. Wherever I came, I perceived myfelf 
received either with contempt or deteftation ; or when- 
ever I was civilly treated, it was from the moll bafe and 
ungenerous motives. 

" Thus driven from the fociety of the virtuous, I was at 
, laft, in order to difpel the anxieties of infupportable foli- 
tude, obliged to take up with the company of thofe whofe 
characters were blafted like my own, but who, perhaps, 
deferved their infamy. Among this number was a lady 
of the firft diftinftion, whofe character the public thought 
N proper to brand even with greater infamy than mine. A 
fimilitude of diftrefs foon united us ; I knew that gene- 
ral reproach had made her miferable ; and I had learned 
to regard mifery as an excufe for guilt. Though this 
lady had not virtue enough to avoid reproach, yet Ihe 
had too much delicate fenfibility not to feel it. She 
therefore propofed our leaving the. country where we 
were born, and going to live in Itaty, where our charac- 
ters and misfortunes would be unknown. With this I 
eagerly complied ; and we foon found ourfelves in one of 
the mod charming retreats in the moft beautiful province 
of that enchanting country. 

" Had my companion chofen this as a retreat for injured 
virtue, an harbour where we might look with tranquillity 
on the diftant angry world, I {hould have been happy ; 
but very different was her defign ; me had pitched upon 
this fituation, only to enjoy thofe pleafures in private, 
which fhe had not fufficient effrontery to fatisfy in a 
more open manner. A nearer acquaintance foon (hewed 
me the vicious part of her character ; her mind as well as 
her body feemed formed only for pleafure ; fhe was fen- 
timental only as it ferved to protraQ the immediate en- 
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^joyment. Formed for fociety alone, (he fpoke infinitely 
better than {he wrote, and wrote infinitely better than flie 
lived. A perfon devoted to pleafure, often leads the moft 
miferable life imaginable ; fuch was her cafe ; fhe con- 
fidered the natural moments of languor as infupportable, 
pafled all her hours between rapture and anxiety, ever 
in an extreme of agony or blifs. She felt a pain as fin- 
cere for want of appetite, as the flarving wretch who 
wants a meal. In thofe intervals flie ufually kept her 
bed, and rofe only when in expectation of fome new en- 
joyment. The luxuriant air of the country, the romantic 
fituation of her palace, and the genius of a people whofe 
only happinefs lies in fenfual retirement, all contributed 
to banifh the remembrance of her native country. 

** But though fuch a life gave her pleafure, it had a 
very different effeft upon me ; I grew every day more 
penfive, and my melancholy was regarded as an infult 
upon her good humour: I now perceived myfelf entirely 
unfit for all fociety ; difcarded from the good, and deteft- 
ing the infamous, I feemed in a ftate of war with every 
rank of people; that virtue which mould have been my 
protection in the world, was here my crime : in fhort, de- 
tefting life, I was determined to become a reclufe, to 
leave a world where I found no pleafure that could allure 
me to ftay. Thus determined, I embarked in order to go 
by fea to Rdme, where I intended to take the veil ; but 
even in fo fhort a paflage my hard fortune ftill attended 
me; our fliip was taken by aBarbary corfair; the whole 
crew, and I among the number, being made (laves. It 
carries too much the air of romance, to inform you of my 
diftreffes or obftinacy in this miferable ftate; it is enough 
to obferve that I have been bought by feveral mailers ; 
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each of whom perceiving my relu&ance, rather than ufe 
violence, fold me to another, till it was my happinefs to 
be at laft refcued by you," 

Thus ended her relation, which I have abridged : but 
as foon as we arrive at Mofcow, for which we intend to 
fet out (hortly, you (hall be informed of all more particu- 
larly. In the mean time, the greateft addition to my 
happinefs, will be to hear of your's. Adieu. 



LETTER LXI. 

FROM LIEN CHI ALTANGI rflNGPO. 

X HE^news of your freedom lifts the load of former 
anxiety from my mind ; I can now think of my fon with- 
out regret, applaud his refignation under calamity, and 
his conduft in extricating himfelf from it. 

" You are now free, juft let loofe from the bondage 
of an hard mafter:" This is the crifis of your fate; and 
as you now manage fortune, fucceeding life will be 
marked with happinefs or mifery ; a few years perfever- 
ance in prudence, which at your age is but another name^ 
for virtue, will enfure comfort, pleafure, tranquillity, 
efteem ; too eager an enjoyment of every good that now 
offers will reverfe the medal, and prefent you poverty, 
anxiety, remorfe, and contempt. 

As it has been obferved, that none are better qualified 
to give others advice, than thofe who have taken the 
leaftofit themfelves; fo in this refpeft I find myfelf 
perfectly authorifed to offer mine* even though I fliould 
wave my paternal authority upon this occafion. 
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The mod ufual way among young men who have no 
refolution of their own, is firft to afk one friend's advice, 
and follow it for fome time; then to afk advice of 
another, and turn to that ; fo of a third, ftill unfteady, 
always changing. However, be affured that every 
change of this nature is for the worfe ; people may tell 
you of your being unfit for fome peculiar occupations in 
life: but heed them not; whatever employment you 
follow with perfeverance and affiduity will be found fit 
for you ; it will be your fupport in youth, and comfort 
in age. In learning the ufeful part of every profeffion, 
very moderate abilities will fuffice ; even if the mind be 
a little balanced with ftupidity, it may in this cafe be 
ufeful. Great abilities have always been left ferviceable 
to the poffeflbrs than moderate ones. Life has been 
compared to a race, but the allufion ftill improves, by 
obferving, that the moft fwift are ever the leaft manage- 
able. 

To know one profeffion only is enough for one man ; 

~and this (whatever the profeiTors may tell you to the 

contrary) is foon learned. Be contented, therefore, 

with one good employment ; for if you underftand two 

at a time, people will give you bufinefs in neither, 

A conjurer and a taylor once happened to converfe 
together. Alas ! cries the taylor, what an unhappy poor 
creature am I : if people mould ever take it in their heads 
to live without clothes I am undone ; I have no other 
trade to have recourfe to. — Indeed, friend, I pity you 
fincerely, replies the conjurer ; but, thank Heaven, 
things are not quite fo bad with me ; for if one trick 
mould fail, I have an hundred tricks -more for them yet. 
However, if at any time you are reduced to beggary, ap- 
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ply to me, and I will relieve you. A famine overfpread 
the land; the taylor made a fhift to .live,- becaufe his cufto- 
mers could not be without clothes; but the poor conjurer, 
with all his hundred tricks, could find none that had 
money to throw away; it was in vain that he promifed 
to eat fire, or to vomit pins ; no (ingle creature would re- 
lieve him, till at lafthe was obliged to beg from the very 
taylor whofe calling he had formely defpifed. 

There are no obftruftions more fatal to fortune, than 
pride and refentment. If you muft refent injuries at all, 
at leaft fupprefs your indignation, until you become rich, 
and then fliew away ; the refentment of a poor man is 
like the efforts of a harmlefs infeft to fling ; it may get 
him crufhed; but cannot defend him. Who values that 
anger, which is confumed only in empty menaces ? 

Once upon a time, a goofe fed its young by a pond fide; 
and a goofe, in fuch circumftahces, is always extremely 
proud, and exceflive punctilious. If any other ani- 
mal, without the leaft defign to offend, happened to pafs 
that way, the goofe was immediately at him. The pond 
(he faid was her's, and fhe would maintain a right in it, 
and fupport her honour, while fhe had a bill tohifs, or 
a wing to flutter. In this manner {he drove away ducks, 
pigs, and chickens ; nay, even the infidious cat was feen 
to fcamper. A lounging mafliff, however, happened to 
pafs by, and thought it no harm if he fhould lap a little 
of the water, as he was thirfty : the guardian goofe flew 
at him like a fury, pecked at him with her beak, and 
flapped him with her feathers. The dog grew angry, 
had twenty times a good mind to give her a fly fnap ; 
but fupprefling his indignation, becaufe his matter was 
nigh, " A pox take thee (cries he) for a fool, fure thofe 
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who have neither ftrength nor weapons to fight, at leaft 
mould be civil ; that fluttering and hiding of thine may 
one day get thine head fnapt off, but it can neither injure 
thine enemies, or ever protect thee." So faying, he went 
forward to the pond, quenched his thirft in fpite of the 
goofe, and followed his mailer. 

Another obftruftion to the fortune of youth is, that 
while they are willing to take offence from none, they are 
alfo equally defirous of giving none offence. From 
hence they endeavour to pleafe all, comply with every 
requeft, attempt to fuit themfelves to every company ; 
have no will of their own, but like wax, catch every 
contiguous impreflion. By thus attempting to give 
univerfal fatisfa&ion, they at laft find themfelves mi- 
ferably difappointed; to bring the generality of admi- 
rers on our fide, it is fufficient to attempt pleafing 
a very few. 

A painter of eminence was once refolved to finifh a 
piece which would pleafe the whole world. When, 
therefore, ; he had drawn a pifture, in which his ut- 
moft fkill was exhaufted, it was expofed in the public 
market place, with directions at the bottom for every 
fpeftator to mark with a brufh, which lay by, every 
limb and feature which feemed erroneous. The fpefta- 
tors came, and in general applauded ; but each willing 
to fhew his talent at criticifm, marked whatever he 
thought proper. At evening, when the painter came, 
he was mortified to find the whole pifture one uni- 
verfal blot; not a fingle ftroke that was not ftigma- 
tized with marks of difapprobation ; not fatisfied with 
this trial, the next day he was refolved to try them 
in a different manner ; and expofing his pi&ure as 

S 
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before, defired that every fpe&ator would mark thofe 
beauties he approved or admired. The people com- 
plied, and the art i ft returning, found his pifture replete 
with the marks of beauty; every ftroke that had been 
yefterday condemned, now received the character of 
approbation. " Well, (cries the painter,) I now find, that 
the beft way to pleafe one half of the world, is not 
to mind what the other half fays ; fince what are faults in 
the eyes of thefe, (ball be by thofe regarded as beauties." 
Adieu. 



LETTER LXII. 



FROM THE SAME. 



A 



Character fuch as you have reprefented that of 
your /air companion, which continues virtuous, though 
loaded with infamy, is truly great. Many regard virtue, 
becaufe it is attended with applaufe ; your favourite on- 
ly for the internal pleafure it confers. I have often 
wifhed, that ladies like her were propofed as models 
for female imitation, and not fuch as have acquired 
fame by qualities repugnant to the natural foftnefs of 
the fex. 

Women famed for their valour, their (kill in politics, 
or their learning, leave the duties of their own fex, 
in order to invade the privileges of ours. J can no 
more pardon a fair one for endeavouring to wield the 
club of Hercules, than I could him for attempting 
to twirl her diftaff. 
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The modeft virgin ^ the prudent wife, or the careful 
matron, are much more ferviceable in life, than petti- 
coated philofophers, bluftering heroines, or virago queens. 
She who makes her hufband and her children happy, who 
reclaims the one from vice, and trains up the other to 
virtue, is a much greater charafter than ladies defcribed 
in romance, whofe whole occupation is to murder man- 
kind with fliafts from their quiver or their eyes. 

Women, it has been obferved, are not naturally formed 
for great cares themfelves, but to foften ours. Their 
tendernefs is the proper reward for the dangers we 
undergo for their prefervation ; and the eafe and cheer- 
fulnefs of their converfation, our delirable retreat from 
the fatigues of intenfe application. They are confined 
within the narrow limits of domeftic afliduity ; and when 
they ftray beyond them, they move beyond their fphefre, 
and confequently without grace. 

Fame therefore has been very unjuftly difpenfed among 
the female fex. Thofe who leaf! deferved to be remem- 
bered, meet our admiration and applaufe; while many, 
who have been an honour to humanity, are paffed over 
in filence. Perhaps no age has produced a ftronger 
inftance of mifplaced fame than the prefent* The Semi- 
ramis and Thaleftris of antiquity are talked of, while a 
modern charafter, infinitely greater than either, is unno- 
ticed and unknown. 

Catharina Alexowna*, born near Derpat, a little city 
in Livonia, was heir to no other inheritance than the 
virtues and frugality of her parents. Her father being 
dead, £he lived with her aged mother in their cottage 

* This account fecms taken from the manufcript memoirs of H. Spilman, 
Efq. 

S 2 
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covered with draw ; and both, though very poor, were 
very contented. Here, retired from the gaze of the 
world, by the labour of her hands, (he fupported her 
parent, who was now incapable of fupporting herfelf. 
While Catharina fpun, the old woman would fit by, 
and read fome books of devotion. Thus, when the 
fatigues of the day were over, both would fit down 
contentedly by the fire fide, and enjoy the frugal meal 
with vacant feftivity. 

Though her face and perfon were models of perfection, 
yet her whole attention feemed bellowed upon her mind; 
her mother taught her to read, and an old Lutheran mi- 
nifter inftrufted her in the maxims and duties of religion. 
Nature had furnifhed her not only with a ready but a folid 
turn of thought, not only with a ftrong but a right 
under Handing. Such truly female accomplishments 
procured her feveral felicitations of marriage -from the 
peafants of the country ; but their offers were refufed : 
for (he loved her mother too tenderly to think of a re- 
paration. 

Catharina was fifteen when her mother died ; (he 
now, therefore, left her cottage, and went to live with 
the Lutheran minifter, by whom {he had been inftrufted 
from her childhood. In his houfe (he refided in quality 
of governefs to his children ; at once reconciling in her 
charafter unerring prudence with furprifing vivacity. 

The old man, who regarded her as one of his own 
children, had her inftrufted in dancing and mufic by 
the maflers who attended the reft of his family. Thus 
Ihe continued to improve till he died ; by which ac- 
cident, (he was once more reduced to priftine poverty. 
The country of Livonia was at this time wafted by war, 
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and lay in a mod miferable ftate of defolation. Thofe 
calamities are ever moft heavy upon the poor ; where- 
fore Catharina, though poflefled of fo many accom- 
plishments, experienced all the miferies of hopelefs 
indigence. Provifions becoming every day more fcarce, 
and her private flock being entirely exhaufted, fhe re- 
folved atlaft to travel to Marienburgh, a city of greater 
plenty. 

With her fcanty wardrobe packed up in a wallet fhe 
fet out on her journey on foot ; fhe was to walk through 
a region miferable by nature, but rendered ftill more 
hideous by the Swedes and Ruffians, who, as each 
happened to become matters, plundered it at difcretion ; 
but hunger had taught her to defpife the dangers and 
fatigues of the way. 

One evening upon her journey, as fhe had entered a 
cottage by the way-fide, to take up her lodging for the 
night, fhe was infulted by two Swedifh foldiers, who 
infifted upon qualifying her, as they termed it to follow 
the camp. They might probably have carried their 
infults into violence, had not a fubaltern officer, accident- 
ally paffing by, come in to her affiflance : upon his; 
appearing, the foldiers immediately defifled; but her 
thankfulnefs was hardly greater than her furprife, when 
fhe inftantly recollected in her deliverer, the fon of the 
Lutheran minifter, her former inftruftor, benefa&or, 
and friend. 

This was an happy interview for Catharina ; the little 
flock of money 'fhe had brought from home was by this 
time quite exhaufted; her clothes were gone, piece by 
piece, In order to fatisfy thofe who had entertained 
her in their houfes; her generous countryman, therefore, 
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parted with what he could fpare, to buy her clothes, 
furnifhed her with an horfe, and gave her letters of 
recommendation to Mr. Gluck, a faithful friend of 
his father's, and fuperintendent at Marienburgh. 

Our beautiful ftranger had only to appear, to be 
well received; (he was immediately admitted into the 
fuperintendent 's family, as governefs to his two daugh- 
ters ; and though yet but feventeen, (hewed herfelf 
capable of inftru&ing her fex, not only in virtue, but 
politenefs. Such was her good fenfe and beauty, that 
her matter himfelf in a (hort time offered her his 
hand, which, to his great furprize, (he thought proper 
to refufe. Aftuated by a principle of gratitude, fhe 
was refolved to marry her deliverer only, even though 
he had loft an arm, and was otherwife disfigured by 
wounds in the fervice. 

In order, therefore, to prevent further folicitations 
from others, as foon as the officer came to town upon 
duty, me offered him her perfon; which he accepted 
with tranfport, and their nuptials were folemnized as 
ufual. But all the lines of her fortune were to be 
ftriking:* the very day on which they were married, 
the Ruffians laid fiege to Marienburgh. The unhappy 
foldier had no time to enjoy the well earned pleafures 
of matrimony : he was called off, before confummation, 
to an attack, from which he was never after feen to 
return. 

In the mean time, the fiege went on with fury, 
aggravated on one fide by obftinacy, on the other by 
revenge. This war between the two nothern powers 
at that time was truly barbarous ; the innocent peafant, 
and the harmlefs virgin, often fhared the fate of the 
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foldier in arms. Marienburgh was taken by aflault; 
and fuch was the fury of the aflailants, thai not only 
the garrifon, but almoft all the inhabitants, men, women, 
and children, were put to the fword : at length, when 
the carnage was pretty well over, Catharina was found 
in an oven. 

She had been hitherto poor, but ftill was free: flic 
was now to conform to her hard fate, and learn what 
it was to be a flave. In this fituation, however, flic 
behaved with piety and humility; and, though mis- 
fortunes had abated her vivacity, yet ftie was cheerful. 
The fame of her merit and refignation reached even 
Prince Menzikoff, the Ruflian general; he defired to 
fee her, was ftruck with her beauty, bought her from 
the foldier her matter, and placed her under the di* 
reftion of his own fitter. Here fhe was treated with 
all the refpecl: which her merit deferved, while her 
beauty every day improved with her good fortune. 

She had not been long in this fituation, when Peter 
the Great paying the Prince a vifit, Catharina happened 
to come in -with fome dry fruits, which flie ferved 
round with peculiar modefty. The mighty monarch 
faw, and was ftruck with her beauty. He returned" 
the next day, called for the beautiful flave, afked her 
feveral queftions, and found her underftanding even 
more perfect than her perfon. 

He had been forced, when young, to marry from 
motives of interefl; he was now refolved to marry 
purfuant to his own inclinations. He immediately in* 
quired the hiftory of the fair Livonian, who was not 
yet eighteen. He traced her through the vale of obfcurity 
through all the viciflitudes of her fortune, and found 
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her truly great in them all. The meannefs of her birth 
was no obftruftion to his defign; their nuptials were 
folemnized in private; the Prince afluring.his courtiers 
that virtue alone was the propereft ladder to a throne, 

We now fee Catharina, from the low mud-walled 
cottage, emprefs of the greateft kingdom upon earth. 
The poor folitary wanderer is now furrounded by 
thoufands, who find happinefs in her fmile. She who 
formerly wanted a meal, is now capable of diffufing 
plenty upon whole nations. To her fortune fhe owed 
a part of this pre-eminence, but to her virtues more. 

She ever after retained thofe great qualities which 
firft placed her on a throne; and while the extra- 
ordinary Prince, her hufband, laboured for the refor- 
mation of his male fubje&s, fhe ftudied, in her turn, 
the improvement of her own fex. She altered their 
. drefs, introduced mixed aflemblies, inftituted an order 
of female knighthood; and at length, when fhe had 
greatly filled all the ftations of emprefs, friend, wife, 
and mother, bravely died without regret, regretted by 
all. Adieu. 
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